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Alt. Alternative, alternatively 
E.g. For example 
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Ms(s). Manuscript(s) 
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PI. Plural 
P(p). Page(s) 
V. Verse(s) 
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About the Hebrew 
Manuscripts 


The Hebrew manuscript used for this translation of Revelation 
is from the Cambridge University Library, ms. Oo.1.16.' For 
James and Jude we used a similar manuscript, O0.1.32.° 
Interestingly, both these were found in a Jewish Synagogue in 
Cochin, India!? 


The first part of Oo.1.16 is written in a semi-cursive script and 
contains Acts - Ephesians. The second part is written in a very 
small cursive script and fits the whole Revelation on only five 
folios!* O0.1.32 is written in several different variations of 
cursive script (by multiple scribes) and contains nearly the 
whole New Testament (Matthew - Jude). Throughout the 
manuscripts there are various Hebrew notes by past readers. 
The notes are generally either neutral’ or negative,°® but there 


1 Photos of the applicable folios of O0.1.16 have been reproduced on 
pp. 182-197. 

Photos of the applicable folios of O0.1.32 have been reproduced on 
pp. 182-197. 

3 These were found in 1806 by Buchanan in Cochin, India. 
Unfortunately, these two manuscripts have not received much 
attention over the past 200 years since they were brought to the U.K. 
* Written on both sides — ms. 00.1.16, folios 102r - 106v. 

° E.g. notes containing a summary of several verses, a reference to 
similar passages in the Old Testament, or notes correcting mistakes 
(genuine or apparent). 

® E.g. at Rev. 7:10, a reader commented, “wp” (difficult!) 
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are also some positive' comments! It should also be noted that 
the scribes of the Cochin Hebrew New Testament manuscripts 
did not delete the instances where the original authors 
referred to Yeshua as the Messiah.’ 


Internal evidence indicates that not all the books in these two 
manuscripts derive from the same source. Most of the books 
in Oo0.1.16 and Oo.1.32 do not contain the indications of 
authenticity expected in faithful copies of original Hebrew 
documents. Rather, many of the books are similar to the 


1E.g. at Rev. 21, a reader commented, “3100” “31t0” “TN D1 Pe my” 
(‘This chapter is very good! Good! Good!’). Rev. 15:3 has the following 
note: “mwad oopnw 31 73557 17” (‘This is very good as it is zealous 
for Moses,’ or possibly ‘It is very good that he was zealous for Moses’). 
? Although the word ‘Messiah’ is at times less frequent in the Cochin 
Hebrew New Testament manuscripts than ‘Christ’ in the Greek New 
Testament, there was no attempt to entirely obliterate the instances 
where the original authors referred to Yeshua as the Messiah. In 
contrast, the Shem Tov version of Matthew (as part of an anti- 
missionary book) omits every instance where the writer Matthew 
himself calls Yeshua the Messiah. In the Greek version of Matthew, the 
author refers to Yeshua as the Messiah in: Mat.1:1; 1:17; 1:18; 11:2. The 
Shem Tov Matthew never once refers to Yeshua as the Messiah from 


the author’s own perspective. 


3 About Manuscripts 


Aramaic (Syriac) Peshitta,' and also contain Aramaic or 
Aramaic-like words, not properly translated into Hebrew.* 


In contrast, the Hebrew Revelation, James and Jude in these 
manuscripts contain many differences when compared to the 
Greek, Latin, and Aramaic versions. They also show the many 
linguistic evidences of authenticity expected in genuine copies 
of original Hebrew documents: gapping of explicit subjects 
and objects; Hebrew wordplays; inversed word order; Hebrew 


1 For examples where Oo.1.32 (and Oo0.1.16 where applicable) agrees 
with the Peshitta against other versions see Mat. 18:22 (Peshitta 
“seventy times seven seven”); Mat 28:18 (Peshitta adds “as the Father 
sent me...”); Mark 3:6 (Peshitta: “house of Herod”); Mark 4:38 (Peshitta 
adds “and they came”); Mark 15:38 (Peshitta: “the door of the 
temple”); Luke 1:11 (Peshitta adds “to Zechariah”); Luke 1:17 (Peshitta 
adds “prophet”); Luke 1:42 (Peshitta adds “to Miryam”); John 3:2 
(Peshitta: “you were sent”); Act. 8:9 (Peshitta: “I, |am great”); Act. 8:25 
(Peshitta: “word of God”); Act. 2:30 (Peshitta: “I will cause to sit”); Rom. 
5:7 (Peshitta: “die for the wicked”); 2 Cor. 6:2 (Peshitta uses “life” for 
‘salvation’); Gal.1:1 (Peshitta: “the house of the dead”); Eph.4:29 
(Peshitta: “hateful word”); etc. 

? Post-exilic Hebrew (e.g. in the biblical books Ezra & Nehemiah) does 
contain Aramized words, but see the following list of unusual Peshitta- 
based Aramaisms in 00.1.32 (and Oo.1.16 where applicable) which 
suggest an Aramaic sub-text and incomplete translation: “SMW?” for 
“sew” (Mat. 1:1, 1:16); Gig? for “ans” (Mat. 2:8); “7°79” for “TIT” 
or “358” etc. (Mat. 2:13); “717N210” for “OTN” (Mat. 5:3); “7 Ny” 
for “258 °I4N” (Mat. 7:21); “1°” for “15” (Mark 1:13); “7” for “125” 
(Mark 1:24); “M8512” for “IN5nm” (Luke 1:11); “EIS7D2” for “ad” 
(Luke 2:31); “1°” for “1” (John 2:3, 3:); “NOTIP” for “wp” (Act. 
1:5,8); “SID” for “WDM” (Act. 9:2); “SIDON” for “Ay” (Eph. 2:12); 
“ony” for “ITN” (Eph. 6:21,23); “PPT” for “IMIS Dy IT” (1Cor. 8:4); 
“TS” for “N87” (1Cor. 7:37); “TYTN” for “ann” and “nym” for 
oanm” (Act. 1:5), etc. 
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keywords linking sections together; and differences which 
indicate mistranslations in the Greek version.’ The Hebrew 
Revelation, James and Jude do not contain the many Peshitta- 
based Aramaisms found in most of the other books of Oo.1.32 
and Oo.1.16,* and they can in no way be seen as translations 
from the Greek, Latin or Aramaic versions. 


About the Transcripts 


The Hebrew transcript of Revelation is based on the 
Cambridge University Library manuscript Oo.1.16, folios 102r—- 
106v,* while James and Jude are based on ms. Oo.1.32, folios 
158a — 160b.* We have carefully transcribed the Hebrew text 
using color photographs of the actual manuscripts. The 
current transcripts have been thoroughly checked and revised. 


The folio number of the corresponding page in the manuscript 
is stated where applicable throughout the transcript, e.g. qo 


ao a“ W 


OF «sga)- Note that all folio numbers ending in “r" or “v" are from 


a“ u 


Oo.1.16, while those ending in “a” or “b” are from Oo.1.32. 


1 Examples will be explained for each individual book in the sub-sections 
on ‘Evidence of Authenticity.’ See pp. 17, 123, 185. 

? Post-exilic Hebrew did use some Aramized words. Unlike the first part 
of this manuscript, the few Aramaic words that do occur in this Hebrew 
Revelation, James and Jude, do not correspond to the forms used in the 
Peshitta. For example, Rev. 8:1 uses the Biblical Aramaic expression 
“SM TWD” which indicates ‘a moment’ rather than ‘an hour.’ 

3 Photos of the applicable folios can be seen on pp. 182-197. 

4 Photos of the applicable folios can be seen on pp. 182-197. 


5 About Transcripts 


The following standardizations and corrections were made in 
the Hebrew transcript: 


e All chapter headings were standardized. 


e Certain word(s) or letters were placed in [square 
brackets] to show that they have been corrected based 
on the context. 


e Empty square brackets [ ] were used where a 
word or phrase in the manuscript has been crossed out 


or marked as a mistake by the scribe / proof-reader. 


e The abbreviation "M” was replaced with the full name 
oh < 


1 See pp. 57-61 for more information. 
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e The short Rabbinic spelling “Ww>"' was replaced with the 
full spelling “siw?".? 


e In Revelation, the spellings “O°2778"" and “OWES” were 
replaced with their proper spellings “J3T1"" and “N75”. 


e In Jude, the spellings “Ol2p*" and "O11" were replaced 
with their proper spellings “2py"" and “TT7". 


e All other names were transcribed as written in the 
Hebrew manuscript, except for the omission of 
occasional vowel points (see below). 


The spelling “w*” (Yeshu) was commonly used by many Jews in the 
middle ages instead of the fully spelled out “Yiw’” (Yeshua) — similar to 
“ST” or “ows” instead of “7177”. The spelling “Ww” has a negative 
connotation and was generally used by non-messianic Jews. However, 
one cannot conclude that all Jews who used this spelling were non- 
Messianic Jews. E.g. next to Heb. 7:3 (CUL Oo.1.32), a reader 
commented “w” 817 JY Md 877 8IDI NP ON aN NOD PTS Don” 
(‘Malki Tsedeq (Melchizedek) — without father or mother, he was not 
created and does not die — he is still Yeshu!’) Also, there is no indication 
that any anti-messianic alterations were made in this Hebrew 
Revelation. The fact that Yeshua is the Messiah was not at all 
undermined by the scribe. (See Rev. 1:1, 1:2, 1:5, 1:9, etc.) 

? Note that the spelling “iw” has been used since the time of Ezra — 
long before the birth of Yeshua the Messiah! (See e.g. Ezra 2:2, 2:6, 2:36 
etc. and especially Nehemiah 8:17 where Joshua the son of Nun is even 
called “piv” (Yeshua), using the shorter spelling.) Thus the 
pronunciation ‘Yeshua’ was not invented by anti-messianic Jews as 
some have claimed. 


7 About Transcripts 


e Vowel points are occasionally found on some words in 
the manuscript — these were not copied into the 
transcript. 


The grammar, syntax, and vocabulary of the Hebrew 
Revelation, James and Jude are not exactly the same as either 
Classical or Mishnaic Hebrew. Although similar to Mishnaic 
Hebrew, it also overlaps with Classical Hebrew. 


In order for Hebrew readers to become familiarized with the 
grammar and syntax used in these Hebrew New Testament 
manuscripts, we recommend reading the transcript alongside 
the English translation. 


The correct meaning of most of the Hebrew vocabulary used 
in the Hebrew Revelation, James and Jude can be found 
amongst the following lexicons: 


e Earnest Klein, A Comprehensive Etymological 
Dictionary of the Hebrew Language for Readers of 
English.' 


e Marcus Jastro, A Dictionary of the Targumim, the 
Talmud Babli and Yerushalmi, and the Midrashic 
Literature, volume 1 + 2 (A Hebrew + Aramaic to 
English dictionary).* 


1 Jerusalem: Carta — The Israel Map and Publishing Company Ltd., 1987. 
2 London: Luzac & Co., 1903. 
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e David J. A. Clines, 7he Concise Dictionary of Classical 
Hebrew." 


e William L. Holladay, A Concise Hebrew and Aramaic 
Lexicon of the Old Testament? 


Ben Yehuda’s dictionary series® would also be useful for those 
who are very experienced in Hebrew —- as explanations are 
given in Hebrew (only very basic meanings are given in 
English). 


About the Translations 


As with the transcripts, the manuscript used for this translation 
of Revelation is from the Cambridge University Library, ms. 
00.1.16, folios 102r — 106v, while James and Jude are based on 
ms. O0.1.32, folios 158a — 160b. We have accurately and 
literally translated the Hebrew text, using digital color 
photographs of the actual manuscript. Photos of the 
applicable folios have been reproduced on pages 182 — 197. 
The translation is focused on accuracy rather than flowing 


1 Sheffield: Sheffield Phoenix press, 2009. 

* Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1971 (15th 
impression, 2000). 

3 Eliezer Ben Yehudah, Complete Dictionary of Ancient and Modern 
Hebrew (17 volumes), Jerusalem: Ben-Yehudah Hozaa-La’Or Le zecher — 
Eliezer Ben-Yehuda Ltd., 1940 (Reprinted by T. Yoseloff in 8 volumes, 
1960). 


9 About Translations 


English, as it is very easy to create contradictions with a 
paraphrase-type translation. In the current translation: 


e Certain word(s) or phrases were placed in [square 
brackets] to show that (i) they have been corrected 
based on the context, or (ii) the applicable word(s) are 
still in question (e.g. smudged words, rare Hebrew 
words, etc.). 


e The spellings of all names and titles were standardized. 


e Only Names and Titles were capitalized. Pronouns like 
‘you’ or ‘he’ etc. are not capitalized (even when 
referring to YHWH or Yeshua) as this is sometimes 
based merely on the translator's interpretation. The 
reader should rather use the context to determine 
whom the pronoun is referring to. 


e /talic words were added to help the English reader 
understand what the Hebrew text implies by context. 


e Certain words were marked in bold + underlined 
according to emphasis in the Hebrew manuscript — 
based on special word order etc. — and are not our own 
emphasis or interpretation. 


e Chapter and verse numbering in the manuscript is 
generally the same as in standard English translations. 
When chapter and / or verse numbers differ, the 
standard English equivalent is added in [square 
brackets]. 


Blank Page 
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Introduction 


Every author of the New Testament was either a Jew or a 
proselyte of the Jews.' So, is it even possible that the entire 
New Testament was originally composed in Greek? Scholars 
used to teach* that Hebrew was a ‘dead language’ in New 
Testament times, but the Dead Sea Scrolls? together with the 


1 E.g. Luke, author of the Gospel of Luke and the Book of Acts. 

2 E.g. “...one of the main traditional arguments... was that Jesus spoke 
Aramaic because there was nothing else for him to speak unless he 
spoke Greek.” — James Barr (Professor of Semitic Languages), “Which 
language did Jesus speak? — Some remarks of a Semitist,” University of 
Manchester, John Rylands Library, 1970, p. 21. 

“Hebrew was not a living language any longer.” — A.T. Robertson, A 
Grammar of the Greek New Testament in the Light of Historical 
Research, 1919, p. 94. 

3 E.g. “...the majority of the Dead Sea Scrolls were written in Hebrew... 
[and] include biblical texts, non-biblical literary works, and documents 
such as deeds and letters. ... These texts illustrate the vitality of the 


Hebrew language in ancient Judea.” — www.deadseascrolls.org.il/learn- 
about-the-scrolls/languages-and-scripts (Accessed Dec. 2021.) 


“The Qumran Caves Scrolls ...dates range from the third century BCE... 
to the first century [CE]... While Hebrew is the most frequently used 
language in the Scrolls, about 15% were written in Aramaic and several 


in Greek.” — www.deadseascrolls.org.il/learn-about-the- 
scrolls/introduction (Accessed Dec. 2021.) 


“Indeed, it is generally believed that the Dead Sea Scrolls, specifically 
the Copper Scroll [50-100 C.E.] and also the Bar-Kokhba letters [< 135 
C.E.], have furnished clear evidence of the popular character of MH 
[Mishnaic Hebrew].” — Miguel Pérez Fernandez, An Introductory 
Grammar of Rabbinic Hebrew, 1997, p. 3. 
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Mishna' provide ample evidence that Hebrew was still a living 
language around the first century C.E.! 


Furthermore, there is internal evidence in a number of New 
Testament books that the original autograph was written in 
Hebrew. Some of these indications are even clearly visible in 
Greek-based English translations! Let's discuss one example: 


Most Western Christians know exactly two Hebrew words: 
‘Amen’ and ‘Hallelujah.’ That's all, except for a few Hebrew 
names of course. So, what do such people typically assume? 
They just assume that it is normal for anyone and everyone to 
know only these two Hebrew words. They don't even realize 
that the original authors of the New Testament would have 
known more than two Hebrew words! 


Interestingly, the Book of Revelation uses both these Hebrew 
words, ‘Amen’ and ‘Hallelujah’! Revelation 19:4 (ESV): 


"And the twenty-four elders and the four living 
creatures fell down and worshiped God who was 
seated on the throne, saying, ‘Amen. Hallelujah!’”’ 


1“ what was the language of ordinary life of educated native Jews in 
Jerusalem and Judea in the period from 400 B.C.E. to 150 C.E.? The 
evidence presented by MH [Mishnaic Hebrew] and its literature leaves 
no doubt that that language was MH [Mishnaic Hebrew]. Of course, 
those educated Judeans also understood Aramaic, and used it even in 
writing, but only occasionally, and not habitually...” M.H. Segal, A 
Grammar of Mishnaic Hebrew, 1980, p. 13. 

2 All emphasis throughout introductory sections were added for clarity. 
However, in the transcript / translation section, emphasis in English 
translation reflects emphasis in Hebrew text. 


15 Introduction - Revelation 


Let's just stop to ask the question: “If John used Hebrew words 
like ‘Amen’ and ‘Hallelujah’, why are we taught that the entire 
Book of Revelation was originally written in Greek?” Below are 
three hypothetical excuses: 


1. “Perhaps Revelation was given in Hebrew, but John 
translated everything into Greek ‘on the fly’ and only 
retained two Hebrew words, ‘Amen’ and ‘Hallelujah. 

2. “John could not speak Hebrew and only knew these 
two Hebrew words (just like us Western Christians) — 
and thus Revelation was graciously given to him in 
Greek!" 

3. “Perhaps John could speak Hebrew, but the heavenly 
beings who praised the Most High in Revelation 7:11- 
12 and 19:4 do not speak Hebrew. In fact, everything in 
heaven is spoken in Greek and only two Hebrew words 
are used, ‘Amen’ and ‘Hallelujah.”” 


Doesn't this sound ridiculous? Well, this is the dilemma which 
many New Testament scholars face. To advocate that 
Revelation was originally written in Greek, they have to believe 
one of these absurd proposals just mentioned. 


It would make much more sense to say that John wrote the 
original copy in Hebrew; that YHWH, Yeshua and the heavenly 
beings in heaven speak Hebrew;' and that the Greek 
translation of Revelation was only made afterwards, using the 
original Hebrew text. If the inspired message of Revelation was 
given in Hebrew, why would John only record a second-hand 


1 See e.g. Acts 26:14. 
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Greek translation, allowing the original Hebrew prophecy to be 
lost for ever? 


One should keep in mind that there were Messianic Jews 
throughout the Mediterranean region and the Middle East 
who would have been able to read the original Hebrew 
version, and translate that into Greek, Latin or Aramaic as 
needed by non-Jewish believers in the assembly. ' 


Thus, using merely an English translation of Revelation and 
some common sense, it is obvious that Revelation could not 
originally have been written in Greek, but was rather originally 
written in Hebrew. 


In the sections to follow, we will discuss technical linguistic 
proofs from this Hebrew manuscript which confirm the 
Hebrew origin of Revelation. 


1 The Old-Testament scriptures were also originally composed in 
Hebrew and were only later translated into Greek, Aramaic and various 
other languages when deemed necessary. 
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Evidence of Authenticity 


and Interesting Readings 


This Hebrew manuscript of Revelation is the most interesting 
and amazing version of the book known to us.' In this section 
we will discuss a few of the many interesting differences 
between the Hebrew and Greek traditions, as well as linguistic 
indications of authenticity in this Hebrew manuscript. 


Hebrew title of the Book of Revelation 


Incidentally, we don't need to search very far to find interesting 
differences in the Hebrew Revelation. In fact, the first 
interesting difference is in chapter one, verse one! 


1 We have also investigated other Hebrew copies of Revelation: Sloane 
237 from the British library, Neofiti.33 from the Vatican Library, Hébreu 
131 from the National Library of France — none of which proved to be 
linguistically authentic. 
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"These are the confidential counsels (sodot) which 
YHWH!' gave to Yeshua* Ha-Mashiach®..."4 


The very word from which the title ‘Revelation’ is usually 
obtained, is different in this Hebrew version! Rather than the 
expected ‘revelation’ which would be ‘chazon'° in Hebrew, we 
find ‘sodot' instead. 


‘Sodot' is the plural form of ‘sod’ and does not mean 
“revelation,” but rather “confidential counsels” or “secrets.” 
Thus the Hebrew title for the Book of Revelation should really 
be Fle Ha-Sodot® meaning ‘These are the Confidential 
Counsels.' To some people this might sound like a meaningless 
variant, but interestingly, this Hebrew word ‘sod’ is repeated 
in several passages throughout the book. 


1 The manuscript uses the Hebrew abbreviation ‘17’ (he) for “Ha-Shem,” 
which literally means ‘The Name.’ For further discussion on this 
abbreviation ‘7’ (he), see pp. 57-61. We have replaced ‘Ha-Shem’ with 
transliterated consonants of ‘the Name’ itself: “YHWH.” As for 
pronunciation, the only grammatically possible pronunciation, from 
which all other abbreviations / contractions can be formed, is ‘Yah- 
weh.’ For more information see www.HebrewGospels.com/yhwh. 

* The Hebrew name for ‘Jesus’. 

3 Or ‘The Messiah.’ 

4 Rev. 1:1, translated from Oo.1.16. 

° Or ‘Chizayon,’ “117” or “171” in Hebrew — See translations by Franz 
Delitzsch and by Salkinson / Ginsburg. 

© This title could also be shortened to ‘Sodot’ (Confidential counsels). 
Compare the Hebrew title for Deuteronomy, ‘Ele Ha-Devarim,’ 
shortened to ‘Devarim.’ Hebrew titles for Bible books are often formed 
from a keyword or phrase in the first verse of the applicable book. 
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Authentic Hebrew documents often contain such repeated 
keywords, and this can link together some seemingly 
unrelated verses or passages. Let's consider an example from 
the Tanach (Old Testament): 


Jeremiah 1:11-12: “What do you see Yirmeyahu?’! Then 
| said, ‘| see an almond branch.’ Then YHWH said to 
me, ‘You have seen well, for | am watching over my 
word to do it.’ 


In most English translations it is very difficult to see any 
connection between this vision and its interpretation. What 
does ‘an almond branch’ have to do with ‘watching’? 


Well, in Hebrew this makes perfect sense, as a key root-word 
is repeated in the vision as well as in the interpretation! The 
Hebrew word for “almond” is ‘shaged,’ and the Hebrew word 
for “watching” is ‘shoged:'’ Both these words are formed from 
the same root-word as shown below: 


Root-word: TP Shaqgad 
Almond: Tew Shaqed 
Watching: Tew Shoged 


Sadly, such keyword connections in the original Hebrew are 
nearly always lost in translation, not only in English but even in 


1 Hebrew name for ‘Jeremiah.’ 
2 Jer. 1:11-12, Translated from the Masoretic Text. In Hebrew: 
PAB ZN TIT INN TNT BS Tee Opp TOR) I? NT TTT...” 
"ny? “aT Oy vas pe MNT? 
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Greek! The Greek Septuagint translators rendered the Hebrew 
words ‘shaqged'' and ‘shoged' as two Greek words which sound 
very different: ‘karuinen' and ‘egregora.'' 


Because most languages do not use similar words for 
‘almonds’ and ‘watching,’ only the original Hebrew version 
fully preserves this beautiful keyword link.* 


Now, with this background, let's get back to Revelation and 
the Hebrew word Sod. Not only does this word occur in 
chapter one verse one, but also in: 


Revelation 1:20: “Now the confidential counsel (sod) 
of the seven stars...” 


“ 


Revelation 10:7: “...all these confidential counsels 
(sodot) of YHWH will be completed...” 


Revelation 17:5: “... The secret (sod) of the Great City 
Bavel...” 


Revelation 17:7: “...| want to tell you the secret (sod) of 
the woman...” 


1 Jer. 1:11-12 in Septuagint Greek: “ti ob Opac tepepta Kai ein 
Baktnpiav Kapuivny. Kal Eimtev KUPLOG TIPdc LE KAAWC EWPAKAC SLOT 
Eypnyopa Eyw Eri TOUc AOyous LOU TOU Motfjoat aUTOUC” 

2 Second-hand translations can use (i) “almond” and “watching” which 
do not have any similarities in sound or meaning in most languages, or 
(ii) could be overly literal and translate both these words as “watching.” 
But either way, half the original meaning is lost. In Hebrew the words 
‘shaqed’ and ‘shoged’ perform double duty: they mean “almond” and 
“watching” and at the same time they have similar sounds as well as 
similar literal meanings. 
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Thus in the Hebrew version there is a clear theme throughout 
the book, starting in chapter one, verse one! 


However, the Greek version of Revelation uses ‘apoka/upsis’' 
(meaning ‘appearance’ or ‘revelation’) in chapter one verse 
one, probably to interpret or explain to the reader that the 
secrets are now revealed. But just as we saw in the above 
example from Jeremiah, part of this keyword-based theme is 
lost in the Greek translation. The Greek word ‘apokalupsis' 
only occurs once in the entire Greek Revelation — with zero 
repetition! Also, reconstructed Hebrew translations which 
follow the Greek reading, all use words related to ‘reveal’ or 
‘appear’? in this verse, unlike this Hebrew manuscript. 


Thus the Hebrew reading of Oo0.1.16 for Revelation 1:1 is 
linguistically authentic, and not a second-hand translation, 
because: 


1. The Hebrew reading enables a keyword-based theme 
throughout the book, and 


1 Greek: “AmtokaAuwic”. 

«om” (vision / revelation) and “71°11” (vision / revelation) are generally 
used in translations — see translations by Franz Delitzsch and by 
Salkinson / Ginsburg. Others use e.g. oo bbe aa (revelation) — see 
Hébreu 131 from the National Library of France. 
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2. the Hebrew reading differs! from the Greek, Latin, and 
Aramaic versions by not using any form of ‘reveal’ or 
‘appear’ in chapter one, verse one.” 


If the Hebrew Revelation of Oo.1.16 derived from any Greek- 
based version, the above difference should not have existed. 


Hebrew keyword repetition 


Another example of section linking is found in the letter to the 
assembly of Smyrna, in Revelation 2. Even in standard English 
translations we can see that some form of the word ‘die’ is 
repeated in the introduction, exhortation, and promise 
sections: 


Introduction: “The words of the first and the last, who 
died and came to life.”? 


Exhortation: “Be faithful unto death...”4 


Promise: “The one who conquers will not be hurt by the 
second death.”° 


1 Some other keyword-based themes can also be seen in the Greek and 
Greek-based translations, and such themes which are visible in all 
versions cannot indicate authenticity for any particular version. 

* The Hebrew manuscript does have the word “revealed” in an 
introductory scribal heading, but not in the actual text of chapter one 
verse one, where it would be expected if it were a translation from any 
Greek-based version of Revelation. 

3 Rev. 2:8, ESV. 

4 Rev. 2:10, ESV. 

> Rev. 2:11, ESV. 
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Although the above theme with the keyword “die” is visible in 
any translation of Revelation, a second keyword is also 
repeated in this Hebrew manuscript of Revelation: 


Acknowledgment: “I know your works and your 
sufferings...”' 


Exhortation: “...you will have suffering forten days...” 


Promise: “Whosoever overcomes will not have 
suffering from the last death.”* 


The Hebrew word repeated three times is “Y38" (tsa‘ar) or 
“DI7Y3" (tsa‘arot) in the plural. 


Although the Greek and Latin versions use the same word for 
‘suffering’ twice,* this Hebrew manuscript repeats the same 
word a third time in the concluding section! 


Following the Greek tradition, the Aramaic Peshitta and Greek- 
to-Hebrew translations do repeat the word for ‘suffering’ in 
verses 9 and 10, but not in verse 11.° Why can’t any Greek- 


1 Rev. 2:8 [2:9], translated from Oo.1.16. 

? Rev. 2:9 [2:10], translated from Oo.1.16. 

3 Rev. 2:10 [2:11], translated from Oo.1.16. 

“ See below, the Greek and Latin words used in Rev. 2:9-11 which 
correspond to the repeated Hebrew word Tsa‘ar. 

Greek: “OAtwWiv... BAT iv ...dduKn OF” 

Latin: “tribulationem... tribulationem ... ledetur’” 

> Aramaic Peshitta: “"773...828908 ...728708” 

Dalman / Delitzsch: “pt ....T783 ... 48” 

Salkinson / Ginsburg: “13 D3ID° ...7798 ... 0738” 

National Library of France, Hébreu 131: “pry ...798 ... 738” 
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based Hebrew translations repeat the same word again in 
verse 11? Because the Greek subtext of these translations uses 
a very different word in verse 11 than earlier in verses 9 and 
10, and thus all subsequent translations follow suit. 


Thus, the repeated keyword in this particular Hebrew 
manuscript (in verses 9, 10 and 11) is clear evidence that it 
cannot possibly be a translation from Greek, Latin nor Aramaic. 
This means that the Oo.1.16 Hebrew manuscript of Revelation 
has to derive from the original Hebrew version, as it preserves 
keyword themes which were lost in the Greek version and 
subsequent translations. 


Hebrew wordplay 


Similar to Hebrew keyword themes, Hebrew wordplay is also 
an important indication of the original language of the Book 
of Revelation. A good example of Hebrew wordplay is found 
in Revelation 3: 


“Thus says... he who has the key of Dawid, who opens 
and no one is able to shut, and who shuts and no one 
is able to open: , ‘| know your works. Look, | gave 
before you an open door and no one is able to shut 
ite 


This Hebrew wordplay involves the words ‘key,’ ‘open’ and 
‘door.’ Although one can see a logical or functional connection 
between these three words in any language, this Hebrew 


1 Rev. 3:7-8, translated from 0o0.1.16. 
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manuscript uses the same root in each of these words, which 


results in a beautiful wordplay with internal rhyme: 


Root-word: 


The key: 


Who opens: 


To open: 


Open (adjective): 


Door: 


Mme 
Mn 
Mm 
Mn 

Mn 

Mn 


Patach 


Ha-Maphteach 


Ha-Poteach 


Liphtoach 


Patuach 


Petach 


This internal rhyme between the words ‘key,’ ‘open’ and ‘door’ 


is neither found in the Greek, Latin, nor Aramaic versions of 


Revelation: 
; Hebrew Latin Aramaic 
ENelsM (Oo0.1.16) Sreckit Vulgate Peshitta 
thekey | MMDQM | thvkdretSa| clavem | NTP 
who opens | FNIET | 0 davoiywv | quiaperit | AND 
door Mme 8upav ostium RON 


So, in what language was Revelation originally dictated? This 
Hebrew wordplay in Revelation chapter 3 clearly indicates that 
it was originally spoken by Yeshua in Hebrew, as this wordplay 
is only possible in Hebrew! 


Furthermore, most translations from Greek, Latin and Aramaic 
back to Hebrew, did not fully reclaim this original Hebrew 
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wordplay. The majority of these translations do not use the 
word ‘petach' for ‘door,’ but rather ‘shaar' or ‘delet’ As a 
result, only the words for ‘open’ and ‘key’ do rhyme in most 
Hebrew translations derived from Greek, whereas the word for 
‘door’ does not form part of the rhyme. 


Because this wordplay does not exist in the Greek, Latin or 
Aramaic versions of Revelation, one cannot escape the 
conclusion that the Book of Revelation was originally penned 
in Hebrew, not in Greek, Aramaic, or Latin. 


Will the day-night cycle cease on the 
new earth? 


Many people perceive the Book of Revelation as a difficult 
prophetic book, partly because it can be challenging to 
reconcile certain prophecies in the Old Testament with those 
given in Revelation. For example, Revelation 22:5 translated 
from Greek says: 


Ti 


“Night will no longer exist... 
And chapter 21:25 states: 


“its gates will never be shut by day, for there will be no 
night there.” 


1 Rev. 22:5, Holman Christian Standard Bible. Some translations: “night 
will be no more”. 
Rev. 21:25, translated from Greek. 
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Based on the above verses translated from the Greek version 
of Revelation, many scholars' have concluded that the day- 
night cycle will cease on the new earth, and that it will always 
be day as “its gates will never be shut by day, for there will be 


no night there.” 


However, Revelation 20:10 mentions “day and_night,” and 
chapter 22:2 mentions “every month,” which could only be 
possible if day and night continued as before. 


YHWH himself also declared that Sabbaths and New Moons 
will be kept on the new earth: 


“For as the new heavens and the new earth which | will 
make, will remain before me, declares YHWH, so will 
your offspring and your name remain. And it will be, 
that from Sabbath to Sabbath, and from New Moon 
to New Moon,’ all flesh will come to bow down before 
me, says YHWH.”4 


1 See e.g. Exposition of the Book of Revelation, New Testament 
Commentary, vol. 20, pp. 579, 582: “the cessation of night... ... ... in the 
new creation the cosmic division of night and day will have ceased to 
function”; Revelation, Baker exegetical commentary on the New 
Testament, p. 764; The New International Greek Testament 
Commentary, The book of Revelation, p. 1096; The teacher’s 
commentary, p. 1088; etc. 

* Rev. 21:25, translated from Greek. 

3 Or “every week on the Sabbath, and every month on the New 
Moon...” 

4 Is. 66:22-23, translated from the Masoretic Text. 
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Without the day and night cycle, Sabbath is impossible, and 
without the lunar cycles, new moons are impossible too. 


In Jeremiah chapter 33, it is stated that the day-night cycle is 
just as permanent as YHWH's covenant with David! 


“Thus says YHWH, ‘If you can break my covenant with 
the day, and my covenant with the night, so that 
daytime and night-time will not be in their time — then 
my covenant will also be broken with Dawid my 
servant, that he will have no son ruling as king upon his 
throne..."' 


Yeshua Messiah is the ultimate fulfilment of this prophecy 
about the ‘Son of David.’ So how can we on the one hand 
believe that the day-night cycle will cease, but on the other 
hand still think that the covenant with David regarding the 
Messiah will never be broken? 


Based on the above-mentioned verses from Isaiah and 
Jeremiah, there is absolutely no way that the day-night cycle 
will cease. So, why does the Greek Revelation only mention 
daytime in chapter 21:25 as if there will be no night at all? 


"Its gates will never be shut by day, for there will be 
no night there.” 


1 Jer. 33:20-21, translated from the Masoretic Text. 
* Rev. 21:25, translated from Greek Textus Receptus. 


29 Authenticity - Revelation 


Remarkably, the Hebrew version of Revelation quotes' from 
the Old Testament both in chapter 21:25 and 22:5, and this 
clears up most of the confusion caused by these verses in the 
Greek version! Revelation 21:25 (mostly quoted from Isaiah 
60:11): 


Oo.1.16: 


mrp xO oD aos mS) oar an Sew nner 
Dire, 


= “And your gates will be open continually, day and 
night they will not be shut, for there will not be night.” 


In this Hebrew version of Revelation there is no hint that the 
day-night cycle will cease as it clearly mentions both “day and 


night.” 


But, how is it possible that “day and night” “there will not be 
night"? How can there be night, and at the same time, no 
night? This is only a seeming contradiction. In Hebrew, ‘night’ 
and ‘darkness’ are synonymous.’ The very first mention of 
‘night’ in the Bible (Genesis 1:5), is where Elohim calls ‘the 
darkness’ ‘night’! 


1 Note that there are some minor differences between these verses in 
the Hebrew Revelation and the Masoretic text. This clearly shows that 
these phrases were not fraudulently inserted into Revelation just to 
conform it to the Old Testament. If that were the case, then why would 
there be any differences from the Masoretic Text? 

2 For examples where “night” refers to darkness and not to a specific 
time of the day, see Ps. 139:11, Mic. 3:6, etc. 
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“Then Elohim called the light day, and the darkness he 
called night..."' 


Thus the correct understanding of Revelation 21:25 is that 
during the day and night, there will be no darkness in the New 
Jerusalem! 


Conversely, in the Greek translation the first occurrence of 
“night” in Revelation 21:25 is omitted, possibly to avoid the 
seeming contradiction of ‘night’ and ‘no night’ at the same 
time. Regrettably, this omission in the Greek version only 
increases the possibility for confusion, as it suggests that only 
day will exist but no night. 


Now let's discuss Revelation 22:5. In the Hebrew Revelation 
this verse is mostly quoted from Isaiah 60:19! 


Oo.1.16: 


xo mom mods oar med ween a2 sop mt do 
minaxan> pos od ax 5 oom > we 


= “And in it the sun will no more be for light by day, 
neither for brightness will the moon shine for you,* but 
YHWH will be an eternal light for you, and your Elohim 
will be your glory.” 


This verse again implies both daytime and night-time, as both 
the sun and the moon are mentioned! During daytime and 


1 Gen. 1:5, translated from the Masoretic Text. 
2 Could also be translated: “And in it the sun will no more be for light by 
day, and for brightness; neither will the moon shine for you...” 
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night-time the New Jerusalem won't need any light except that 
of YHWH! 


It is noteworthy that the Greek version attempts to simplify the 
Hebrew readings, and ‘correct’ the seeming contradictions of 
‘night’ and ‘no night’ at the same time: 


“Night will no longer exist, and people will not need 
lamplight or sunlight, because the Lord God will give 


them light..."! 


This is typical of translations, and indicates that the Hebrew 
reading is the original while the Greek reading is a translation 
which attempts to superficially ‘fix’ the problem. 


However, careful study shows that the more difficult, seeming 
contradictory Hebrew Revelation is perfectly understandable. 
It matches the Old Testament prophecies about the 
permanence of the day-night cycle as well as the Hebrew 
meaning of ‘night’. 


How can the tree of life be on both sides 
of the river? 


The “tree of life” in Revelation 22 is another controversial topic. 
Translated from Greek, Revelation 22:2 reads: 


1 Rev. 22:5, Holman Christian Standard Bible. 
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“On both sides of the river was the tree of life bearing 
12 kinds of fruit... The leaves of the tree are for healing 
the nations”' 


How can the “tree of life” be on both sides of the river at the 
same time? This question has intrigued many people. Without 
the essential knowledge of the Hebrew meaning of “tree,” 
many erroneous interpretations have been fabricated. 


Some have suggested that the tree of life grows in the middle 
of the river with branches extending to both sides.* Others 
think that the tree of life has a split trunk extending across the 
river, so that the tree literally grows on both sides at the same 
time.’ It has even been speculated that the tree of life is not 
on both sides of the river, but rather the river flows on both 
sides of the tree!* 


1 Rey. 22:2, Holman Christian Standard Bible. 

2 “DURHAM suppose[d], the tree was in the midst of the river, and 
extending its branches to both banks” — Robert Jamieson, A. R. Fausset, 
and David Brown, A Commentary, Critical and Explanatory on the Whole 
Bible, par. 24222. 

3“ artists have represented a split-trunk tree, with one half on either 
side of the river of life, meeting up in the middle...” —J. Kluttz, The Spirit 
World, p. 55. 

4 “MEDE suppose[d]... in the midst of the plain, which itself is in the 
midst of the river’s branches, stood the tree” — Robert Jamieson, A. R. 
Fausset, and David Brown, A Commentary, Critical and Explanatory on 
the Whole Bible, par. 24222. 

“This would mean... ... in the middle of the city’s street is a single tree of 
life, located between either side of the river, ‘which at this point has 
diverged into two branches.’” — The New International Greek Testament 
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Others say there will be three trees, one in the middle of the 
river, and one on either side. ' 


Further confusion is caused by the statement that this tree will 
bear twelve kinds of fruit! Biblically speaking, it is absolutely 
impossible for any tree to bear more than one kind of fruit. 
Consider the following passages in Genesis: 


“Let the earth cause to sprout... fruit trees bearing fruit 
according to their kind..."° 


“The earth brought forth... trees bearing fruit with their 
seed inside them, according to their kind..."° 


The same pattern of “according to their kind” is repeated over 
and over throughout Genesis chapter one. The New Testament 
also confirms that it is impossible for one tree to bear various 
kinds of fruit: 


Commentary: The book of Revelation, p. 1104 (Quoting from: Beasley- 
Murray, Revelation, p. 331). 

“Others say that the river of life is narrow and that it flows on both 
sides of the tree” — Wheaton, The Bible knowledge commentary: An 
exposition of the scriptures, vol. 2, p. 987. 

1 “for there were three trees; one in the street, and one on each side of 
the river” — B. Blayney, et al., Treasury of Scripture Knowledge, 
enhanced and expanded, vol. 2, p. 117. 

* Gen. 1:11, translated from the Masoretic Text. 

3 Gen. 1:12, translated from the Masoretic Text. 
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“By their deeds you will recognize them — for a man is 
not able to gather grapes from a bramble, ' neither figs 
from thorn bushes.”* 


“Or is a tree of dates able to give oil, or a vine — figs? 
So the fountain is not able to give salt and sweet 
waters.”* 


Is it really possible that after all, YHWH is going to change His 
mind and create one tree which produces various kinds of 
fruit? One tree with a split trunk across the river? One tree with 
enough leaves to provide all the nations with medicine? 


Remarkably, the Hebrew Bible again holds the key to 
understanding this passage! Did you know that in the above 
verses from Genesis 1:11 and 1:12, every occurrence of the 
English word “trees” (plural) is actually singular in the original 
Hebrew? The Hebrew word “72" (ets) in the singular form is 
very often used to refer to many trees collectively. When this 
Hebrew word is used in the plural “O°82" (‘etsim), it often 
refers to hewn down trees or wood, and not to growing trees! 
For example, Genesis 22:7: 


jmoy? Two mex) oSspr) Wer man” 


1 Hebrew “730.” Acc. to some sources, a brambleberry or blackberry 
bush. 

* Mat. 7:16, translated from Hebrew, ms. Vat. Ebr. 100. 

3 Jas.F 3:12, translated from C.U.L. 00.1.32. 

4 Gen. 22:7, Masoretic text. 
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= “Here is the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb 
for a burnt offering?” 


Thus, in Hebrew one does not generally' refer to living / 
growing trees by using the plural noun “O°S8y," but rather by 
using the singular noun “?y" collectively. Therefore, the 
singular form “tree” in Revelation 22:2 does not even hint at 
one single tree, but rather refers to many trees as implied by 
the immediate context — they grow on both sides of the river! 


Also, the Hebrew Revelation confirms that the “tree of life” 
refers to various kinds of fruit trees, not to one kind bearing 
twelve different kinds of fruit! Revelation 22:2: 


Oo.1.16: 


sna oraonaw Sy mop> Sram Sn mooinon pyar." 
mvp or Twy ow om om on py Sasa py 2D 
mend ion Soymd pap om 


= "And in the midst* of the plains, even beside the 
stream, there grew up on its bank — on this side and on 
that side — every tree of food, even the tree of life.’ 


1 In the Hebrew Revelation the plural form is used once with reference 
to a specific percentage of living trees (Rev. 8:7); but in all other cases 
the Hebrew Revelation uses the singular form collectively when 
referring to many trees or trees in general (e.g. Rev. 7:1, 7:3, 9:4). 

Or possibly “among’. 

3 This verse from the Hebrew Revelation is mostly quoted from Eze. 
47:12. See also Eze. 47:7. 
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And on it were twelve kinds of fruit, and its fruit was for 
food, and its foliage for healing.’ 


Take note that “every tree of food” is collectively referred to as 
“the tree of life.” Thus “tree” in this context means “trees” 


(plural). 


Ezekiel 47:12 confirms that fresh fruit will be produced every 
month (12 times), and Ezekiel 47:7 establishes the fact that 
there will be many trees, not just one! 


“...on the banks of the stream were exceedingly many 
trees, on this side and on that side.”* 


Thus there is no reason for creative speculation about the tree 
of life. The Hebrew Old Testament and the Hebrew Revelation 
are in perfect agreement. There will be many trees growing on 
both sides of the river, all kinds of fruit trees, not just one tree 
or one kind of tree. 


Is Yeshua the Alpha and Omega? 


It is common knowledge that Alpha and Omega are the first 
and last letters of the Greek alphabet. Having already 
discussed some logical and linguistic evidence for the Hebrew 


1 For better understanding in English, the Hebrew collective use can be 
translated as plural (Most English translations do that with Eze. 47:12). 
“And among the plains, even besides the stream, there grew up all 
kinds of fruit trees — on both sides of its banks — namely, the trees of 
life. And on them were twelve kinds of fruit, and their fruit was for food, 
and their leaves for healing”. 

* Eze. 47:7, translated from the Masoretic text. 
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origin of Revelation, it is rather obvious that this Greek 
expression ‘Alpha and Omega’ is not the original expression 
used in Revelation, but just the Greek translation thereof. 


The question thus arises — what is the original Hebrew phrase 
translated into Greek as ‘Alpha’ and ‘Omega’? Most people 
think it should be ‘Aleph’ and ‘Taw,’ the first and last letters of 
the Hebrew alphabet. But note that the expression “M1 F]>X" 
(Aleph and Taw) or similar, never occurs in the Hebrew Old 
Testament — not even once! 


There is a common misunderstanding that the expression 
‘Aleph and Taw’ is the same as the Hebrew object marker “is” 
(et), which is spelled with an Aleph and a Taw, but compare 
the difference below: 


“Ds” = marker of object in a sentence. ' 
“im x” = "Aleph and Taw" or ‘first and last.’ 


The Hebrew word “Ms” (et) is never used with the same 
meaning as the expression ‘Aleph and Taw.’ ‘Aleph and Taw’ 
indicates ‘first and last,’ while the object marker ‘et’ merely 
indicates the object(s) in a sentence, or occasionally it places 
emphasis on a certain word. Below are some examples. The 
position of the Hebrew word ‘et’ will be indicated by “(object:)” 
in each translated phrase: 


1 There are several other Hebrew words also spelled “M8” but none of 
these mean “first and last.” 
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Genesis 1:1: 


= "In the beginning Elohim Created (object:) the 
heavens and (object:) the earth.” 


Exodus 2:1: 


ry MS MBN M2 TBD WS PNT" 


= “Then a man from the house of Lewi went and took 
(object:) the daughter of Lewi.” 


Often this object marker “MX” (et) is essential to avoid 
confusion between the subject and object of a verb — compare 
the following two phrases: 


Genesis 5:32: "...73 74...” = "...then Noach begot...” 
Genesis 5:25: "... JW97nN TDi...” = "then he begot 


(object:) Lamech...” 


The difference between the above translations is indicated and 
required by the presence or absence of the marker “M&" (ef). 
Below is another clear example: 


Joshua 7:24: "...2WiT? mp...” = "then Yehoshua 


took...” 


1 Gen. 1:1, Masoretic text. 
2 Ex. 2:1, Masoretic text. 
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Numbers 27:22: ".. WIT" NN mp1...” = “...then he took 
(object:) Yehoshua...” 


In the above examples it is clear that “M&” (et) does not at all 
mean ‘first and last,’ but only marks the object. In fact, there is 
no single example of “&" in the entire Old Testament with the 
meaning ‘first and last.’ 


Seeing that the expression ‘Aleph and Taw’ does not occur in 
the Old Testament at all, and the various Hebrew words spelled 
"DS" never mean ‘first and last’ — does it make sense that the 
original Hebrew Revelation would have used the expression 
‘Aleph and Taw’? Or could it be that the expression ‘Alpha and 
Omega’ in the Greek Revelation is just a fancy translation of a 
different original Hebrew phrase? 


Let's compare the Hebrew vs. Greek versions of Revelation — 
there are four verses in the Greek Textus Receptus which use 
‘Alpha and Omega’: 

Revelation 1:8: 
1 0 


Greek Textus Receptus:' “Ey@ sip t0 A Kai 70 Q, apyn 


Kai TEAOG...” 


= “| am the A(lpha) and the O(mega), the beginning 
and the end...” 


Oo.1.16: "...F) OT) noonn PUTAS) PWN WT NT ON" 


1 Byzantine MT etc. read “AAda” instead of just “A”. 
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= “l am the first and the last, the beginning and the 
end...” 


The Hebrew Revelation uses ‘first and last’ instead of ‘Alpha 
and Omega’! This is very unique, as all reconstructed Hebrew 
translations from Greek, Latin or Aramaic use either ‘Aleph and 
Taw’ or ‘Alpha and Omega.'' This unique difference suggests 
that the Hebrew Revelation is not merely a second-hand 
translation from Greek. Below are the three other applicable 
verses: 


Revelation 1:11: 


*"Eya sip to A kai TO Q..." 


Greek Textus Receptus: 
= “lam the A(lpha) and the O(mega)...” 
O0.1.16: ".... 7 UFI8IT) PWN TT IS" 

= “| am the first and the last...” 


Revelation 21:6: 


Greek Textus Receptus:’ “éyo ei T0 A Kai 10 Q, h apy} 
Kai TO TEAOG..." 


= “| am the A(lpha) and the O(mega), the beginning 
and the end...” 


1 Dalman / Delitzsch: “M7) F/>R7” 

Salkinson / Ginsburg: “M) =)” 

National Library of France, Hébreu 131: “T73258) NEON” 
2 Byzantine MT etc. omit this phrase. 

3 Byzantine MT etc. read “AAda” instead of just “A”. 
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Oe 116) FOr) no-nn PUTIN) PWN TT TIN" 


= “| am the first and the last, the beginning and the 
ends.” 


Revelation 22:13: 


Greek Textus Receptus:' “éyo eipt tO A Kai 10 Q, apyn 
Kai TEAOG, O TPHTOs Kai 0 EOYATOG,” 


= “| am the A(lpha) and the O(mega), the beginning 
and the end, the first and the last.” 


00.1.16:"... OM NSM PANT PWT IN" 


= “| am the first and the last, the beginning and the 
ends: 


It is fascinating that the Hebrew Revelation does not use 
‘Aleph and Taw’ nor ‘Alpha and Omega’ even once! Instead, it 
uses the phrase ‘first and last,’ which is also (not surprisingly) 
found in the Old Testament! 


Isaiah 44:6: 


“as MINDS TIT? Sh ONT! TPB TIT INTs" 
"OTN PS IED BI [ATS yN7 TNT? 


Pen 


1 Byzantine MT etc. read “AAda” instead of just “A”, and place the 
phrase ‘the beginning and the end’ after ‘the first and the last’. 
21s. 44:6, Masoretic Text. 
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= “Thus says YHWH the king of Yisrael, and his 
Redeemer YHWH Tseva’ot, |am the first, and | am the 
last, and except for me there is no Elohim.” 


It is very important to note that in Revelation 22:13, Yeshua 
himself claims to be the first and the last! When compared 
with the above verse from Isaiah 44 it is clear that Yeshua 
claimed that he himself is YHWH (and not the Greek ‘Alpha 
and Omega’)! 


Isaiah 48:12-13: 


PIS TION TAS TTS ORS FS WNT OBS NTT..." 
"...0 RW TaD yD}? 


= "..lam he: lam the first, also | am the last, also my 
hand founded the earth, and my right hand spread out 
the heavens...” 


By claiming to be the first and the last, Yeshua claimed that he 
is YHWH, and the Creator of heaven and earth!* 


As shown above, the Hebrew Revelation clearly matches the 
Old Testament phrase ‘first and last,’ and neither uses the 
Greek ‘Aloha and Omega’ nor the non-Biblical Hebrew 
expression ‘Aleph and Taw’! 


115. 48:12-13, Masoretic Text. 
2 Compare John chapter one in the www.HebrewGospels.com version. 
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Inversed word order 


Inversed word order is one of the frequent differences 
between the original Hebrew and the second-hand Greek 
Septuagint translation of the Old Testament. 


Possibly for stylistic reasons, or otherwise simply because of 
carelessness, the Greek translators of the Septuagint often 
reversed the order of two words or phrases when they 
translated from the original Hebrew text. 


This phenomenon should not be confused with differences in 
syntactical order, which is required by Greek vs. Hebrew 
grammar. For example, the Greek word ‘gar’ (meaning ‘for,’ 
etc.) usually stands in the ‘second position’ (as the second 
word in a clause), but the Hebrew equivalent ‘47’ is normally in 
the ‘first position’ (similar to English). When scholars revert a 
Greek translation back to Hebrew, they can easily move the 
Hebrew equivalent ‘7’ to the correct position in the clause, as 
this difference is simply required by Hebrew grammar as 
opposed to Greek grammar. 


Below is an example where the Septuagint Greek translation 
has two words in the opposite order than the Hebrew 
Masoretic Text, without any grammatical requirement: 


Genesis 30:43: 
Hebrew Masoretic Text: 


“omen oon otay) ninpe” 
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= “female servants and male servants and camels and 
asses” 


Greek Septuagint: “maitdec Kai madiokal Kai K&pNAOL 
Kai Ovou" 


= “male servants and female servants and camels and 


asses” 


The order of the words is clearly different in the Greek 
translation than the original Hebrew. 


Now let us look at an example where two phrases are in the 
opposite order: 


Ezekiel 5:12: 
Hebrew Masoretic Text: 


"Tans moc$p9...pmiacap i=? 2403..." 


ete! 


= "...will fall round about you by the sword... | will 


scatter to every wind...” 


Greek Septuagint: “sic mavta &vElLov oKopmId 
AVTOVSG... EV POLOAIG TECODVTAL KUKAW OOD..." 


= "...] will scatter them to every wind... will fall round 
about you by the sword...” 


In this example it is clear that the two phrases are in the 
opposite order in the Hebrew, compared to the Greek. This 
phenomenon is very common when comparing the Greek 
translation vs. the Hebrew text of the Old Testament. In fact, 


45 Authenticity - Revelation 


there are at least eighty' (80) verses in Genesis alone, where 
the Greek Septuagint uses a different*® order than the Hebrew, 
without any grammatical requirement! 


To reiterate, it is evident that Greek translators / editors very 
often made these changes in word / phrase order, even where 
grammar does not require it to be done. 


Scholars have attempted to translate the Greek Septuagint 
back to Hebrew in an attempt to reclaim the Hebrew text on 
which the Septuagint was based. However, except where 
grammar demands a different order, even scholars do not 
know in which instances the word order needs to be changed, 
and in which the word order needs to remain the same as in 
the Greek text. 


Similarly, Greek-based Hebrew translations of Revelation leave 
e.g. lists of nouns in the exact same order as in the Greek, 
because grammar does not demand a specific order for such 
lists of nouns.? 


So, if this Hebrew version of Revelation is simply a translation, 
we should never see non-grammatical inversed word order 
when compared to the standard versions — but we do. Below 


1 Manually confirmed Accordance search using the MT-LXX parallel. 
* Mostly two words or phrases are placed in the opposite order (as 
shown in the above examples), but some differences are more 
complicated. Though these differences are often invisible in English 
translations of the Masoretic Text vs. the Septuagint, they are very 
clearly visible in the actual Greek vs. Hebrew texts. 

3 See e.g. translations by Franz Delitzsch and by Salkinson / Ginsburg. 
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are some! examples where the word order in the Hebrew 
Revelation is different than the Greek, without any 
grammatical requirement: 


Revelation 3:12: 
00.1.16: "75s yn won o>wins own" 


= "the name of the new Yerushalayim,’ the city of my 
Elohim” 


Greek Textus Receptus: “tO 6vopa Tic MOAEWS TOD 
Ocod Lov, Ths Katviic IepovoaAn" 


= "the name of the city of my God, the new 
Jerusalem” 


Revelation 4:5: 
0.1.16: "p31 AT Mop" 
= “voices and thunders and lightnings” 


Greek Textus Receptus:* “dotpazai kai Bpovtai Kai 
oavat" 


= “lightnings and thunders and voices” 


Revelation 5:1: 


1 There are many other occurrences which are not listed here. 

* Hebrew name for ‘Jerusalem’. 

3 Other Greek versions “dotparai Kai dwvai kai Bpovtai” — still in 
different order than Oo.1.16. 
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Oo.1.16: 


"IAN TBO Wey Pa omN Nom Sy sew An" 


= “And he who sat on the throne — | saw a scroll in 
his right hand...” 


Greek Textus Receptus: “Kai sidov éni tiv deE1av tod 
KaOnLEVOD Eri TOD Bpdvov BiBAiov" 


= “And | saw in the right hand of him who sat on the 
throne a book...” 


Revelation 9:15: 
Oo.1.16: 


Twn) wn) aps mywa oss an wows mans 
"TS 


= ‘to kill the third of the sons of man in an hour and 
in a day and in a month and in a year” 


Greek Textus Receptus: “thy Hpav kai nuépav Kat 
ufjva Kai EVLAVTOV, {Va AMOKTELVMOL TO TPITOV TOV 
avOpamav.” 


= "..an hour and a day and a month and a year, to kill 
the third of men’ 


Revelation 14:9: 


00.1.16: "Td; SopAd" 


= “to the image and to the animal” 
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Greek Textus Receptus: “t6 Onpiov... Kai Tr sikOva" 


= "the animal and its image” 


From the above examples, it is evident that the Hebrew 
Revelation often has a different word order than the Greek 
translation, just as the Hebrew Masoretic Text often has words 
or phrases in an order which differs from the second-hand 
Septuagint translation. 


In each of the above examples from the Hebrew Revelation: 


1. There is no grammatical requirement for the difference 
in word order, and 

2. the scholarly Greek-based translations to Hebrew have 
each of these phrases in the same order as the Greek, 
and 

3. the Hebrew word order in Oo.1.16 is also different than 
that of the Aramaic Peshitta and Latin Vulgate. 


These differences in word order in this particular Hebrew 
Revelation is yet another clear indication that it is linguistically 
authentic. It must derive from the original Hebrew version and 
cannot be obtained from the Greek, Aramaic, or Latin versions. 


Gapping 


Word ‘gapping’ is frequent in the Hebrew Old Testament as 
well as in other authentic Hebrew documents. Gapped words 
are understood in the Hebrew text without being explicitly 
written out. Greek translators often inserted these ‘gapped’ 
words into their translations, and once that is done, we have a 
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problem. When such a Greek translation is reverted back to 
Hebrew, nobody knows which nouns, verbs, etc. were 
originally gapped, and which were part of the original text. 


Thus, Greek-based Hebrew translations of Revelation simply 
have the Greek text translated into Hebrew with virtually no 
gapping. Below we will focus on two kinds of ‘gapping’ in the 
Hebrew Revelation of Oo.1.16 that cannot be reclaimed from 
the Greek, Aramaic, or Latin versions, and are thus evidence of 
linguistic authenticity. In these examples, Hebrew grammar 
and syntax do not require gapping and thus reconstructed 
Hebrew translations from Greek (e.g. by Franz Delitzsch and by 
Salkinson etc.) do not have these words gapped. 


Gapping of explicit subject: 


Explicit subject gapping is very common in the Hebrew Old 
Testament. A sentence (or paragraph) will often only define the 
subject once (or perhaps twice), and afterwards simply refer to 
the subject as “he,” “she” or “they,” etc. We even do this in 
English, but not to the same extent as found in Classical / 
Biblical Hebrew. Below is an example of explicit subject 


gapping: 
Genesis 3:1: 
Hebrew Masoretic Text: "TWRO-ON SUDNhT" 
= “then he [the serpent] said to the woman" 


In the above example, the explicit subject [the serpent] has 
been supplied (added) in square brackets, but it is not actually 
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written in the Hebrew Text! We say that the explicit subject is 
‘gapped,’ or ‘understood by context.’ Only by reading the 
context can we know that the ‘he’ in Genesis 3:1 refers to the 
serpent and not to YHWH nor to Adam. 


In cases where confusion might occur, translators often insert 
the implied explicit subject to help their readers understand 
the text without any difficulty. (In most translations, this is 
done without any indication — no brackets or font change is 
used!) For example, in the above verse from Genesis chapter 
3, the Greek Septuagint translation inserts the Greek word for 
‘serpent’ to eliminate any ambiguity. 


Genesis 3:1: 


Greek Septuagint: “Kai cizev 6 Seic TH yovatki" 


= “then the serpent said to the woman” 


Thus, if we compare two texts of the Bible in different 
languages, and find that an explicit subject is gapped in the 
one but supplied in the other, we know that the less 
interpretive version Is closer to the original. This argument is 
especially strong in a context where confusion Is likely to occur 
if the subject is not stated explicitly.' Translators always strive 
to remove any possible ambiguity from their translations. If the 
resultant translation could cause confusion, translators would 
not leave out the explicit subject if it existed in the original text. 


1 See our introduction to Mark for a good example from the Old 


Testament. (www.HebrewGospels.com/mark) 
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Now, let's look such an example of explicit subject gapping in 
the Hebrew Revelation: 


Revelation 18:3: 
00.11.16: "T3773 INW obi> >" 
= "For all of them have drunk of her wine” 


Greek Textus Receptus: “Ott Ek ToD otvov... TEMWKE 
TOVTA TA EOVT]” 


= "For all nations have drunk of the wine...” 


If we read the beginning of verse 3 together with the last part 
of verse 2, we can see the reason for the addition in the Greek 
translation: 


“And it became a dwelling of satans,' and to hide all 
the unclean ones of the birds and creeping things. 3 
For all of them have drunk of her wine...” 


At a first glance, one might think that “all of them” refers to 
the just-mentioned creatures in verse 2, or else the “satans” — 
but the larger context makes it clear that “all of them” refers 
to the “nations” as stated four chapters earlier in Revelation 
14:8, and not to demons nor animals. Thus, to avoid confusion 
the Greek translation supplies or adds the explicit subject 
“nations” — but without indicating that it is an addition. 


1 Or ‘demons.’ 
* Rev. 18:2-3, translated from Oo.1.16. 
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The gapping of the explicit subject in this context is very good 
proof that the Hebrew Revelation contained in Oo.1.16 derives 
from the original Hebrew version and is not a second-hand 
translation from Greek, Aramaic or Latin. ' 


Gapping of explicit object: 


Explicit object gapping works just like explicit subject 
gapping, but the words in question are objects rather than 
subjects. 


Revelation 1:13 is a good example of explicit object gapping 
in the Hebrew Revelation. Let's compare the Greek tradition vs. 
Oo.1.16: 


Oo.1.16: “O73” 
= “among them” 


Greek Textus Receptus:* “kai év péom tOv énth 
Avyviov" 


= “among the seven candlesticks” 


As explained earlier, translators always strive to clarify and 
explain any difficulties in the text they are translating. Thus the 
Greek translation replaces the object “them” with the 


1 Neither the Greek, Latin nor Aramaic versions of Revelation has the 
explicit subject “nations” gapped in Rev. 18:3. 

* Note that some Greek manuscripts, e.g. the Alexandrian Codex, do not 
include the word for ‘seven,’ though they still supply the word for 
‘lampstands’. 
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explanation “seven candlesticks” to avoid any ambiguity. The 
Greek version supplies or inserts the explicit object. 


In the above example, Hebrew grammar does not demand this 
phrase to be gapped, therefore translations from Greek-to- 
Hebrew do not change “the seven candlesticks” to “them."' 
There is no way to know from the Greek text whether this 
phrase was originally gapped or written. So, the fact that it is 
gapped in this Hebrew manuscript is strong evidence that the 
Hebrew reading is authentic, as it could not have derived from 
the Greek, Aramaic or Latin versions. It also shows that the 
Greek reading is the interpreted second-hand translation, 
while the Hebrew reading is the original. Below we will discuss 
a few more examples. 


Revelation 2:10: 
00.1.16: “O79 xwn Sy” 


= "Do not be afraid of them” 


Greek Textus Receptus: “pndév gopod G péAAEIC 


TAOYEW" 


= "Do not fear what you are about to suffer” 


The Hebrew “them” probably refers to the people who 
persecuted the believers of Smyrna, but the Greek translation 


* Franz Delitzsch: “nin3a7 Yaw Jin” and 
Salkinson / Ginsburg: “nj7327 FIN” (Following other Greek 
manuscripts and not the Textus Receptus). 
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interprets “them” to refer to the sufferings (“what you are 
about to suffer”). 


Revelation 4:10a: 
Oo0.1.16: “MBS” 
= “before him" 


Greek Textus Receptus: “Ev@mtov Tod KaOnLEvoD Ei TOD 
Opdvov" 
= "before the one sitting on the throne” 

Revelation 4:10b: 


Oo.1.16: "7255" 

= “before him" 

Greek Textus Receptus: “Ev@ztov Tod Opdvov" 
= “before the throne” 


The Hebrew language uses the same word (or suffix) for ‘him’ 
and ‘it’. The Greek translators interpreted that the first “him” 
refers to “the one sitting on the throne,” and that the second 
“him” refers to “the throne” — thus they inserted these 
explanatory phrases into their translation. Although the Greek 
explanation is not entirely impossible, the most likely meaning 
in both cases is that the “him” simply refers to YHWH. 


Although in these examples the Hebrew readings could mean 
the exact same thing as the Greek translations, these are 
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important indications that this Hebrew manuscript is 
authentic. It cannot derive from the Greek, Aramaic, or Latin 
versions. 


Mistranslation in the Greek version 


Revelation 18:13 contains a very interesting variant between 
the Hebrew and Greek versions: 


Greek Textus Receptus: 


“Kai Otvov, Kai ZAatov, Kai csnidaAt, Kai oitov, Kai 
KTHVH, Kai mpdpata Kai immwv, Koi pEsd@®v, Kai 
OMOLATOV’ Kai WoYas AVOpamev." 


= "..and wine and oil and fine flour and wheat, and 
animals and sheep and horses and chariots, and slaves 
— even souls of men." 


Oo.1.16: 


Dod) DAW) O35) BOT ele ans) yaw pe" 
"oox mawn oa 


= "And wine and oil and white bread' and wheat and 
cattle and sheep and horses and calves and souls of 


W 


man. 


In the above verse, the Greek version reads “horses and 
chariots” while the Hebrew reads “horses and calves.” So, how 


~ W 


did this difference come about? The Greek word “pseda@v 


1 Could also mean “fine flour”. 
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(redon) is not ambiguous and cannot be mistaken for ‘calves’ 
which is “pwooy@v" (moschon) in Greek. In the Latin and 
Aramaic versions the meaning “chariots” is equally clear, and 
thus they provide no solution as to the source of this variant 
reading. 


But what if the Hebrew reading Is the original? Could the Greek 
be a mistranslation of the Hebrew? Unlike Greek, Hebrew uses 
similar words for chariots and calves! 


“ody” (agalim) = "calves" 
“pnbiy" (agalot) = “chariots”' 


The only difference in consonantal spelling between the two 
Hebrew words above is the masculine plural ending “O°” vs. 
the feminine plural ending “n\". Could the Greek translator 
have mistranslated aga/im’as if it were aga/ot’? Note that the 
preceding word in Revelation 18:13 is “horses.” Horses and 
chariots often go together, and this might have been the cause 
of confusion. 


At closer inspection we find that the Hebrew reading “calves” 
is actually very suitable — the other objects mentioned around 
this word in verse 13b are not man-made objects but rather 
living creatures. 


Considering that the only difference between Hesony” (agalim) 
and “miSiy" (aga/ot) is their gender, and that the preceding 
word “horses” has a strong connotation with chariots, it is not 


1 Reading “mi5iy” with different vowels could yield either “chariots” or 
“heifers” — but “a°"52p” means “calves” and cannot mean “chariots.” 
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unlikely that a translator could have rendered “op 5iy" as if it 
were “MD3y". 


On the other hand, it is not possible at all that the Greek word 
“psd@v" (chariots) could have been translated into Hebrew as 
“os53p" (calves) — in the Greek version there is no ambiguity or 
any scope for possible confusion in translation. 


Thus, if the Hebrew is the original, this variant reading Is 
possible in the Greek translation and subsequent versions. But 
if the Greek, Aramaic or Latin version is the original, this 
difference should never have existed. 


Was YHWH translated as Theos? 


Another interesting variant between the Hebrew and Greek 
versions of Revelation is the frequent! use of “YHWH" instead 
of “Elohim.” To be more precise, we are referring to instances 
where the Greek version uses “Og0c" (Theos) while the Hebrew 
uses the abbreviation "M1" instead of the expected “O°n5x" 
(Elohim). This Hebrew letter “M1” (He) with two dots above it is 
an abbreviation for “Owm" (Ha-Shem) which means “The 
Name.” 


1 Apart from the examples given below, see also Rev. 1:2, 1:6, 1:9, 2:17 
[2:18], 3:1, 3:2, 4:5, 5:6, 7:3, 7:15, 8:2, 8:4, etc. 
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The fact that this abbreviation ‘He’ really represents the name 
YHWH is evident' when the Old Testament is quoted in the 
Hebrew Revelation, e.g. 


Isaiah 6:3: 
Hebrew Masoretic Text: 

‘NINDS TIT wip WTP | wr Tp" 
Oo0.1.16 (Revelation 4:8) “MI8.ay 7 WTP WIT wtp" 


Psalm 113:1: 


Hebrew Masoretic Text: 
nme ogrms rt Tam ay YT re 977" 
O0.1.16 (Revelation 19:5) 
a OW AN eed a aD Jem eT 
Isaiah: 60:19: 
Hebrew Masoretic Text: 
"STN NEN? TAN] OP ig TN TIT TTT 
O0.1.16 (Revelation 22:5) 
manaxam Tox od msx5 495 mm 


The above examples clearly show that this abbreviation "71" 
actually represents the Name YHWH. It was common practice 


‘ Occasionally this “7” also corresponds to ““298” (Adonai) in the Old 
Testament, but never to “ax” (Elohim). 
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for many scribes to write Ha-Shem or some abbreviation 
rather than writing the full name “1177"" (YHWH). 


Below are some examples where the Hebrew Revelation 
indicates YHWH but the Greek version uses Theos: 


Revelation 1:1: 


0o0.1.16: "71 Jn3" 


= "YHWH gave" 
Greek Textus Receptus: “5MKev adTH 0 Osdc" 
= “Theos gave him" 

Revelation 5:6: 
00.1.16: “A mm mvawn x1” 
= “and they are the seven spirits of YHWH" 


Greek Textus Receptus: “ot siot Ta éxta Tod Osod 
TVEVLOATO" 


= “which are the seven spirits of Theos” 


Further examples are found in chapter 1:2, 1:6, 1:9, 2:17 [2:18], 
3:1, 3:2, 4:5, 5:6, 7:3, 7:15, 8:2, 8:4, etc. It should be noted that 
this Hebrew version of Revelation does also use the Hebrew 
word Elohim,' so one cannot argue that every occurrence of 


See e.g. chapter 3:12 (x3), 7:12, 7:17, 11:4, 11:13, 12:15 [12:10], 19:17, 
21:3, 21:4, 21:7 etc. 
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the title Elohim was removed from the Hebrew Revelation and 
replaced with this "1" (for YHWH). 


So, how did this difference originate? It is very unlikely that any 
Hebrew translator would have rendered Theos as YHWH.' On 
the contrary, the Greek Septuagint translation shows 
numerous* examples where the Greek translators did render 
YHWH as Theos: 


Genesis 4:4: 
Hebrew Masoretic Text: “7177 Dyin" 
= "Then YHWH looked" 
Greek Septuagint: “kai émeidev 0 0E0c" 
= "Then Theos looked" 
Exodus 4:1: 
Hebrew Masoretic Text: “TIT? P28 TYTN" 
= “YHWH did not appear to you” 
Greek Septuagint: “odK matai cor 6 BEdc" 
= "Theos did not appear to you" 


1 Except in the phrase “KUptoc 6 OEdc” etc. — which in Hebrew could be 
either “TT ITN” or “OTSN TIN”. 

2 Apart from the examples given here, this phenomenon also occurs in: 
Gen. 4:9, 6:6, 6:7, 12:17, 13:14, 15:7, 16:5, 18:1, 25:21, 30:24, 30:27, 
31:49, 38:7, Ex. 4:11, 4:30, 4:31, 5:21, 9:5, 13:21, 19:3, 19:7, 19:8, 19:21, 
35:30, 36:2, and many other places throughout the Old Testament. 
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Because Greek translators often translated YHWH as Theos, 
but Hebrew translators do not translate Theos as YHWH,' we 
can conclude that this Hebrew version of Revelation cannot be 
a translation from the Greek version,* but the Greek version 
could have originated from the Hebrew. 


1 Except in the phrase “KUptoc 6 OEdc” etc. — which in Hebrew could be 
either “TT ITN” or “OTSN TIN”. 

* Neither could it be a translation from the Aramaic Peshitta or Latin 
Vulgate, as these versions agree with the Greek use of Theos. 
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63a Transcript 1.3 


INS DAD MTD TON 


msn? mwan yw mim pms mition maps an 
“ry DOs mow NIT) DS pw mp way 


*The number stated in brackets is the corresponding folio number of 
Oo.1.16 on which the Hebrew transcript is based. 

* The Hebrew manuscript uses an abbreviation “M” for “Own”. It was 
common practice for many scribes to write ‘Ha-Shem’ or some 
abbreviation rather than writing the full name “77°”. The fact that this 
abbreviation for ‘Ha-Shem’ really represents the name “m17"” is evident 
when the Hebrew Revelation quotes from the Old Testament, e.g. 


Isaiah 6:3: 
Hebrew Masoretic Text: “MiSay TID WTP WIT | wit” 
Oo.1.16 (Revelation 4:8) “MIN2¥ A WIP wIIp wap ” 


Psalm 113:1: 
Hebrew Masoretic Text: “My? owns 9M mA ay Yq moon” 
0o0.1.16 (Revelation 19:5) “4 nw AN bon Atay bon abbr” 


Isaiah: 60:19: 
Hebrew Masoretic Text: “oi Tiss? FY TO“ 
Oo.1.16 (Revelation 22:5) “o> iy 7aw> 4-45 pony” 


From the above examples it is very clear that this abbreviation “"” used 
in the Hebrew Revelation actually represents the Name “717”. 

* Abbreviation for “1 Sy”. 

“Take note that Hebrew and English word orders are different, thus 


some page transitions do not correspond exactly in the Hebrew 
transcript, compared to the English translation. 
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Ele Ha-Sodot! 


1: 1 (1027, These are the confidential counsels* which YHWH? 
gave to Yeshua* Ha-Mashiach,° to show his servants what will 
happen soon.® And he sent them by the hand’ of his 


1 Or simply ‘Sodot’ — the Hebrew title for the Book of ‘Revelation.’ See 
also next footnote. 

? Hebrew: “nid” (sodot), plural of 710 (sod). Could also mean “secrets” 
or “mysteries.” This Hebrew word is used both positively and negatively 
— compare e.g. Ps. 25:14, Pr. 3:32, Am. 3:7 vs. Ps. 64:2(3), 83:3(4). 

3 The manuscript uses Hebrew abbreviation “7” for ‘Ha-Shem,’ which 
literally means “The Name.” Today still, many Jews will read “Ha-Shem” 
when they see the Hebrew 17°. We have replaced ‘Ha-Shem’ with 
transliterated consonants of ‘the Name’ itself: “YHWH.” As for 
pronunciation, the only grammatically possible pronunciation, from 
which all other abbreviations / contractions can be formed, is 
“Yah-weh” — with emphasis on the second syllable. For more 
information see www.HebrewGospels.com/yhwh. 

“ Hebrew name for ‘Jesus.’ 

> Or “The Messiah.” The Hebrew word ‘Mashiach’ was translated into 
the Greek ‘Kristos’ but should be clearly distinguished from the Catholic 
symbolic ‘Christ.’ Literal meaning: “anointed one,” usually referring to 
someone anointed as king of Israel, or as priest or prophet. However 
when used as a name, it refers to the Son of YHWH, whom he anointed 
as the ultimate King of Israel, the Everlasting High Priest, and the 
Prophet who would speak YHWH’s words to his people — and if anyone 
disobeys him, YHWH himself will cut off that person from among his 
people. See Deu. 18:18-19. 

® Lit. “at near” — the Biblical meaning of ‘soon’ or ‘near’ is not always 
what we expect. See e.g. Is. 13:22, stating that Babylon’s destruction is 
near, yet Babylon was only destroyed generations later, and the 
ultimate fulfillment is still future! (Rev. 17-19). 

” A Hebrew idiom meaning “by” or “through” or “by means of.” 
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* Note that this word has the definite article and is still in construct 
state based on context. This phenomenon is very common in the 
Hebrew Revelation and also occurs in the Tanach — see e.g. Ex. 39:27, 
Judg. 16:14, 1 Kin. 14:24, 2 Kin. 16:14, Jer. 25:26, 1 Chr. 9:26, etc. 


Translation 1.3 Sodot 1 64b 


messenger’ to his servant Yochanan* — 2 the witness of the 
word of YHWH, and the testimony of Yeshua Ha-Mashiach, of 
that which he saw.’ 3 Blessed is he who reads, and those who 
hear this prophecy and establish that which is written. 


4 Yochanan, [to] the seven elders in Asia: steadfast love and 
shalom be with you, from him* who was and is and will be, and 
from the seven Ruchot? who are at® his throne. 5 And from 
Yeshua Ha-Mashiach the faithful witness, and the first who 
stood up from the dead ones, and the ruler and commander’ 
over the earth — who is our love, and our washing from our 
iniquities with his blood, 6 and made us kings and priests 


1 Hebrew: ‘mal’ach.’ Used for both human and heavenly messengers. 
The English word ‘angel’ is not a translation — only a transliteration of 
the Greek ‘aggelos.’ Besides, the average person reading ‘angel’ would 
probably envisage some female figure with wings. Heavenly ‘mal’achim’ 
or messengers are distinct from the cherubim; they do not have wings 
and appear as men. (‘Angels’ and ‘men’ are used interchangeably — see 
e.g. Gen. 18. Compare Mat. 28:2-5 and John 20:12 vs. Mark 16:5 and 
Luke 24:4, also see Heb. 13:2.) lronically, the ‘angels’ depicted in many 
Christian books look more like the evil spirits described in Zec. 5:9. 

* Hebrew name for ‘John.’ 

3 Yochanan repeatedly reminds us that he was an eyewitness of the 
things described in Revelation. See e.g. chapters 1:12, 1:19, 4:1, 4:2, 5:1, 
6:1, etc. 

4 Lit. “this one,” but means ‘he’ or ‘him.’ 

> Plural of mn (ruach) — the Hebrew word for “spirit,” “breath” or 
“wind.” 

© Or possibly ‘from.’ 

’ See Is. 55:4. 
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*The “n” preformative is used several times instead of “” with third 
person masculine imperfect verbs and the “nN” does not affect the 
person of the verb, it only seems to place extra emphasis on the 
subject. Compare chapter 2:20 [2:22], 3:4, 3:5, 3:9, 7:15, 11:9, 18:5, 
18:9, 22:11. 

Alternative spelling for “mpi”, In the Hebrew Revelation the ‘7’ of 
the definite article is often retained with the inseparable preposition “”’. 
This phenomenon also occurs in the Hebrew Tanach, mostly in the 
post-exilic books — see e.g. 1 Sam. 13:21, Ezek. 47:22, Neh. 12:38, 2 Chr. 
10:7, 2 Chr. 25:10, 2 Chr. 29:27. 


Translation 1.3 Sodot 1 65b 


before YHWH even his Father — to him be honor and glory, 
from everlasting and unto everlasting, amein.' 


7 Look! He will come with clouds, and those who pierced him, 
they will see him, and all the families of the earth will weep,” 
yes amein! g “I am the first and the last,? the beginning and the 
end,” says the mighty* Adon,” who was and is and will be. 


9 | Yochanan was on the island called Patmos, because of the 
word of YHWH and the testimony of Yeshua Ha-Mashiach. 10 
As Ruach Ha-Qodesh® rested’ on me, | heard behind me a 
great voice. 11 And it® said, “| am the first and the last, and 
whatever? you see, write in a scroll, and send it to the elders in 
Asia, both to Ephesus and also to Smyrna, and to Pergamos 
and also to Thyatira, and to Sardis and also to Philadelphia and 
Laodicea." 


12 So | turned about to see the voice which spoke with me, and 
when | had turned about, | saw seven menorot” of gold. 13 
And among them, one like the appearance of man, and he was 
clothed in white garments, and girded over the chest" with a 


1‘Amein’ as an adverb means “surely” or “truly.” 

* Compare Zec. 12:10-14. 

3 Compare Is. 44:6, 41:4. Yeshua is claiming to be YHWH. 

4 Or “majestic.” 

° The Hebrew word for ‘lord’ or ‘master.’ 

© Lit. “the Set-Apart Spirit.” 

7 Or “abode” or “was dwelling.” 

8 Lit. “she said” — referring back to the feminine noun “voice.” 

° Or “everything that.” 

10 Plural of 7732 (menorah) — the Hebrew word for “lampstand.” 
11 The priestly ephod is worn over the shoulders and girded across the 
chest. See Ex. 28 for a detailed description of the ephod. 
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* Alternative spelling for “B37 893”. The full title found in the Tanach is 
“DIT INN”, 


Translation 1.3 Sodot 1 66b 


girdle of gold. 14 But his head, even his hair was white like white 
wool, and his eyes like a flame of fire. 15 And his feet were like 
copper, and his voice like the noise of great waters. 16 And 
seven stars were in his right hand, and out of his mouth went 
a double-edged sword, and his appearance’ shone like the 
sun. 


17 And when | saw him, | fell down at his feet like a dead one. 
But he laid his right hand on me, and said to me, “Do not fear, 
| am the first and the last. 1s And look!* — | was dead, but now 
| am alive, from everlasting and unto everlasting.* And | have 
the keys of the death and Ha-Gei-Hinnom.* 19 Write what you 
saw, and what will be after this. 22 Now the confidential 
counsel” of the seven stars which you saw in my right hand, 
and the seven menorot® of gold: so it is — the seven stars, they 


Or possibly ‘face.’ 

2 Or “behold.” 

3 A Hebrew idiom which often means “forever and ever” — see e.g. Jer. 
7:7, 25:5, 1Chr. 16:36, Neh. 9:5, Ps. 41:13, 103:17, 106:48. 

* Lit. “The valley of Hinnom.” This Hebrew word is transliterated into 
Greek as ‘Gehenna,’ and is inaccurately translated as ‘Hell.’ This is a 
literal valley right next to Jerusalem ordained for future punishment. 
See Matthew 25:41-46 in the www.HebrewGospels.com version: “And 
then he will say to those who are on the left side... go into the fire of 
Gei-Hinnom, which is prepared for Ha-Satan and his messengers... And 
these will go into the fire of Gei-Hinnom, but the righteous ones will go 
into everlasting light.” To learn more about the Biblical definition of 
‘Gei-Hinnom,’ see Jer. 7:30-33, Is. 30:33, 66:24, etc. 

> Hebrew: “710” (sod). Could also mean “secret” or “mystery.” This 
Hebrew word is used both positively and negatively — compare e.g. Ps. 
25:14, Pr. 3:32, Am. 3:7 vs. Ps. 64:2(3), 83:3(4). 

© Plural of 7739 (menorah) — the Hebrew word for “lampstand.” 
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* Note that the “*” in “T\mipny” is merely a vowel letter and does not 
indicate the plural form. The pronunciation indicated by this vowel 
letter (D121) follows the pattern of pausal forms found in the 
Masoretic Text. E.g. “NWN” has the same meaning as “NWN”, but the 
latter form is in pause. Such pausal pronunciations are often used 
throughout the Hebrew Revelation. 

* Masculine singular imperative. Equivalent to “TwWpy’. 

* Same meaning as “ND”. 

* Note that a participle is sometimes used with the same / similar 
meaning as an imperative. See e.g. chapter 2:13 [14], 2:14 [15], 6:16. 


Translation 1.3 Sodot 2 67b 


are seven messengers, and the seven menorot are seven 
elders.”' 


2:1 “And to the messenger of the assembly of Ephesus write: 
Thus says he’ who has the seven stars in his right hand, who 
walks amidst® the seven menorot of gold, 2 ‘l know your works 
and your hope,* and that you are not able to bear the wicked 
ones, and thatyou tested those who say that they are prophets 
while they are not, and found that they are deceivers.’ 3 And 
your hope® and trouble,’ all of which® is because of my Name. 
4 However, | am amazed? because of what you yourself forsook 
— the first love."° 5 Remember who you were,'' and do 
repentance, and do your first'* works. And if not, your 
Menorah ® will be thrust away hastily from its place — if you do 
not do repentance. 6 [7)'* Whosoever has ears must hear what 


1 Probably means ‘elders representing their assemblies.’ 

* Lit. “this one,” but means ‘he’ or ‘him.’ 

3 Or “among.” 

4 Or “expectation” or by extension, possibly ‘patience.’ 

> Or “liars.” 

© Or “expectation” or by extension, possibly ‘patience.’ 

7 Lit. “ourden bearing.” 

8 Or possibly ‘which you all have because of my Name.’ 

° Lit. “I have amazement.” 

10 Or “that you yourself forsook the first love.” 

11 Or “are.” 

12 Or “former.” 

13 Hebrew word for “lampstand.” 

14 Verse numbers marked in manuscript mostly correspond to standard 
numbering in English translations. When the verse number in this 
manuscript differs from the standard numbering, the standard verse 
number is placed in brackets. E.g. verse 6 in this manuscript 


68a fa Fn Transcript 1.3 


wow oem yp DN) mesg og maya? tos many 
“ON TD DN. power ow maya INN 47 PID 132 
PMOMYY PWYD VIY PIN 4, DPV MNT PANN wean 
MT po ays) pT oAw ommNT PN Ant 
TPN AD OWT ANS OAD Sw Os 4 Ow Ie 
mawy p29 mm apym Dans mips? TD Paws [D0] 
Snon o> ANW OTD OI BY Ty PON CaM oD 
“IN MITT TS paw oN wee oy DYMTN 
wo 1 DION mae ays > oan Os mse op mom 
wow APN TD tins ose Ow moyre qsdm 
wr Tow DIDI DWP MN YIP ON oy AYP In 

TWO POST TON) wT NDD wow DPD. 


Translation 1.3 Sodot 2 68b 


the Ruach' says to the assembly. Whosoever overcomes, will 
eat from the tree of life, which is in the Garden of Eden.’” 


7,8) ‘And to the messenger of the assembly of Smyrna write: 
Thus says the first and the last, who died and stood up, 8 [9] ‘| 
know your works and your sufferings,? and the reproach of 
those who say that they are Yehudim while they are not, but 
are of the sons* of Ha-Satan.° 910; Do not be afraid of them, 
look,® Ha-Satan will take some of [you] in captivity in order to 
test you, and you will have suffering for ten days. Be faithful 
unto the day of your death, that | may give you the crown of 
life. 10,11; Whosoever has ears must hear what the Ruach’ says 
to the assembly. Whosoever overcomes will not have suffering 
from the last® death.” 


11 [12] “And to the messenger of the assembly of Pergamos 
write: Thus says he® who has a double-edged sword, 12113) ‘| 
know your works, and thatyour place is at the place where the 
throne of Ha-Satan is. And thatyou believe in my name and in 


corresponds to verse [7] in standard Bibles. The verse numbered [6] in 
standard Bibles is absent in this ms. 

1 The Hebrew word for “spirit,” “breath” or “wind.” 

See pp. 31-36 for a discussion on the tree of life. 

3 Or “pains.” 

4 Or “children” — Hebrew masculine includes feminine. 

> Lit. “The Adversary.” Because this word is often used as a name we 
have transliterated it instead of translating it, as with all other names. 
® Or “behold.” 

7 The Hebrew word for “spirit,” “breath” or “wind.” 

8 Or “latter” or possibly ‘second.’ 

° Lit. “this one,” but means ‘he’ or ‘him.’ 
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* Abbreviation for “1 Sy”, 

* Same meaning as “ND”. 

* Abbreviation for “1 Sy”. 

“This is an alternative form of the infinitive construct with “>” 
preposition (root: “{73”). Normally spelled “mn” in the Tanach. 


> Alternative spelling for “aniw”. The lexical form is normally spelled 
“nw” or “mw”, 


Translation 1.3 Sodot 2 69b 


my faith,’ also in the times when my faithful joined-one 
Antipas was killed near you, at the place where Ha-Satan 
dwells. 13 14, But you must also hate those who teach the 
teaching of Bil'am,? who taught by Balaq? to do evil* to the 
children of Yisrael,® by making them to sin by fornication. 14 [15] 
And you must also hate the teaching of the Nicolaitans, for | 
also hate these. 15,16) Do repentance! — And if not, | myself will 
come with haste to make war with you by the sword which is 
in my mouth. 16 [17] Whosoever has ears must hear what the 
Ruach says to the assembly. Whosoever overcomes, | will be 
pleased® to give him to eat of the hidden Manna, and also to 
give him’ a good testimony® — and on this testimony, a new 
name will be written, which no one is able to read, except he? 
who received it.’” 


17[18) ‘And to the messenger of the assembly of Thyatira write: 
Thus says the Son of YHWH, whose eyes are just like a flame 
of fire, and his feet like copper, 18 [19] ‘| Know your works and 
your love and your service and your faith’ and your hope, and 


1 Meaning “faith in me” or “faithfulness towards me.” 

* Hebrew name for ‘Balaam.’ 

3 Hebrew name for ‘Balak.’ 

4 Or “harm.” 

> Hebrew name for ‘Israel.’ 

© Or “I want to.” 

7 Understood from preceding part of the verse. (Called gapping, 
commonly found in the Hebrew Tanach). 

8 In context ‘a written testimony.’ 

° Lit. “this one,” but means ‘he’ or ‘him.’ 

1° Lit. “faithfulness.” Hebrew faith is both believing and doing (being 
faithful). 
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* Alternative spelling for “Sts” — compare e.g. “w9” (1 Sam. 16:1, etc.) 
and “owes” (1 Chr. 2:13). 

* The “n” preformative is used several times instead of “*” with third 
person masculine imperfect verbs and the “Mm” does not affect the 
person of the verb, it only seems to place extra emphasis on the 
subject. Compare chapter 1:7, 3:4, 3:5, 3:9, 7:15, 11:9, 18:5, 18:9, 22:11. 


Translation 1.3 Sodot 2 70b 


that you always work even more.' 19 20) But | have a small? 
thing against you — that you allow the woman Izevel,* who says 
that she is a prophetess; and those who teach* and seduce my 
servants to commit fornication. 20 [22] Look, | am about to bring 
over her — and over him? who lies with her — great suffering, 
unless they do repentance concerning their works. 21 (And | did 
give her time to do repentance.) 22,23) And her sons will be put 
to death, and all the assembly will recognize that | am he who 
tests kidneys and heart. And every one — according to his 
measures it will be rewarded® to him. 23124) But to you, even to 
the others who are in Thyatira, | am saying that | will not bring 
more suffering’ upon you, since you did not learn of the 
teaching of Ha-Satan; 24 [25) but you must hold on to this® 
which you have until | come. 25,26) And whosoever overcomes, 
| will give nations as his inheritance, 26,27; and he will lead them 
with a rod of iron, and you will shatter them like a potter's 
vessel.’ 27 And like | received from my Father, [28] so | will give 
him the light." 28,297 Whosoever has ears must hear what the 
Ruach says to the assembly.”” 


1 Or “that you work more all the time.” 

? Sarcastic. 

3 Hebrew name for ‘Jezebel.’ 

4 Or “...that they teach and seduce my servants to...” 

> Lit. “this one,” but means ‘he’ or ‘him.’ 

© Or “repaid.” 

’ Or “distress” or “trouble.” 

8 Or “that.” 

° Similar to Ps. 2:8-9. 

1° Lit. “dawn” or “daybreak” — used as a synonym of “light,” and in this 
context probably means “glory.” Compare Joh. 17:22 in the 


www.HebrewGospels.com version. 
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“In the Hebrew Revelation, “73°N” is generally used instead of “J°N”. 
The “™” at the end is not a third feminine singular pronominal suffix. 

* There is a “”” written above the “Nn” as a seeming correction. However, 
see note on chapter 1:7. 

* For the use of “n” instead of “*”, see note on chapter 1:7. 

* Alternative form of masculine singular participle. 


Translation 1.3 Sodot 3 71b 


3: 1 ao2y “And to the messenger of the assembly of Sardis write: 
Thus says he' who has the Ruchot*® of YHWH, and the seven 
stars, ‘| know your works — that you have a name that you are 
alive, but you are dead. 2 Therefore, do not sleep but 
strengthen that which wants to die — for | have not found your 
works complete before YHWH. 3 And now, remember how you 
have received and heard; and establish them, and do 
repentance. And if not, | will come upon? you like a thief, and 
you will not know at what time | will come. 4 And also your 
name is heard in Sardis — of those who did not soil* their 
garments, and they, they will walk with me in white garments, 
for they are worthy of this. s And whosoever overcomes, he will 
walk in white garments, and | will not blot out his name from 
the scroll of life, and | will confess? his name before my Father 
and before his messengers. 6 Whosoever has ears must hear 
what the Ruach says to the assembly.” 


7 "And to the messenger of the assembly of Philadelphia write: 
Thus says the Qadosh® and the Faithful, he’ who has the key 
of Dawid,® who opens and no one is able to shut, and who 
shuts and no one is able to open — g ‘I know your works. Look, 
| gave before you an open door and no one is able to shut it — 


1 Lit. “this one,” but means ‘he’ or ‘him.’ 

? Plural of mn (ruach) — the Hebrew word for “spirit,” “breath” or 
“wind.” 

3 Or “against.” 

4 Or “defile.” 

> Or “acknowledge.” 

© Lit. “Set-Apart.” 

7 Lit. “this one,” but means ‘he’ or ‘him.’ 

8 Hebrew name for ‘David.’ 
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“In the Hebrew Revelation, “73°N” is generally used instead of “J°N”. 
The “mm” at the end is not a third feminine singular pronominal suffix. 
* For the use of “Nn” instead of “*”, see note on chapter 1:7. 

* Alternative spelling for “obpna>”. A preformative ‘7’ is occasionally 
dropped in the infinitive construct even in the Tanach — see e.g. Pro. 
24:17 (“woa7” for “bwomay”), Lam. 2:11 (“wya” for “AwyTA”). See 
also Ex. 10:3 , Ex. 34:24, Deu. 31:11, Is. 1:12, Job 33:30, etc. 


Translation 1.3 Sodot 3 72b 


for you have little strength, but you have kept my word, and 
have not denied my name. 9 Look, | will give that those who 
are of the company of Ha-Satan, who say that they are 
Yehudim while they are not — only deceivers — look, | am 
pleased to make that they will come to do supplication’ at 
your feet, and to acknowledge that | have loved you.19 Because 
you have kept the word of my hope, so | will keep you from 
the time of testing, which will come on the earth to test those 
who dwell on the earth. 11 Look, | will come with haste’ — keep 
what you have, that no one takes your crown. 12 Whosoever 
overcomes, | will write upon him the name of my Elohim,’ and 
the name of the new Yerushalayim,’ the city of my Elohim 
which will come from the heavens to the earth from my Elohim 
— and also my new name. 13 Whosoever has ears must hear 
what the Ruach says to the assembly.’” 


14 “And to the messenger of the assembly of Laodicea write: 
Thus says Amein,° the faithful witness, the beginning of the 
creation,® 15 ‘l know your works, that you are not cold nor warm 
— if only you could be cold or warm! 16 But because you are 
not cold nor warm, because of this | will spit you from my 
mouth. 17 Yet you say, ‘Il am rich and have sufficient and there 


1 Or “pray” — see Is. 45:14, 49:23, 60:14. 

2 Or “quickly.” 

3 Usually translated as ‘God.’ In Hebrew however, the word ‘luck’ or 
‘fortune’ is pronounced as “gad” and sometimes as “god” (medieval) — 
see e.g. Gen. 30:10-11, Josh. 11:17, Is. 65:11. Therefore we prefer to not 
use ‘God.’ 

4 Hebrew name for ‘Jerusalem.’ 

>“Amein” as a title means “Sure,” “Faithful” or “Truth.” 

® Could also be read as “creations” (plural). 
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* Crossed-out letter. 


Translation 1.3 Sodot 4 73b 


is no need for anything,’ but you do not know that you are 
poor and needy. 1s Now, let me give you my counsel: that you 
buy gold from me, and clothe yourself with white garments, 
and anoint your eyes with oil, that you may be able to see. 19 | 
discipline’ those whom | love, so therefore do repentance. 20 
Look, | stand before the door and knock on it, and if one will 
hear my voice and open the door, to this one | will come. 21 
Whosoever overcomes, him? | will give to sit with me by my 
throne, like | overcame and sat down with my Father by his 
throne. 22 Whosoever has ears must hear what the Ruach 
says." 


4: 1 And after this | saw that a door was opened in the heavens, 
and the first voice which | heard — that spoke with me like the 
voice of a shophar? — said to me, “Come here and | want to 
show you what will happen after this.” 


2 And forthwith and immediately Ruach Ha-Qodesh rested* on 
me, and | saw a throne sitting in the heavens, and one sat on 
the throne. 3 And he who sat on it, his appearance? was like 
the appearance of the stone sapphire and jasper,° and around 
the throne was a bow like turquoise.’ 4 And around the throne 
were twenty-four thrones,® and twenty-four elders sat on 


1 Or “chasten” or “rebuke.” 

* Lit. “this one,” but means ‘he’ or ‘him.’ 

3 Hebrew word for “ram’s horn” or “trumpet.” 

4 Or “abode” or “was dwelling.” 

° Or possibly ‘face.’ 

© Or possibly ‘jade.’ The exact identification of many precious stones is 
debated. 

7 Or possibly ‘malachite’ or ‘garnet.’ 

8 Or “seats.” 
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* Crossed-out letters. 
* Crossed-out letters. 


Translation 1.3 Sodot 4 74b 


them, clothed with white garments, and on their heads was a 
crown! of gold. 5 And from the throne there went out, voices 
and thunders and lightnings, and there were seven lamps 
before the throne, and they are the seven Ruchot of YHWH. 


6 And before the throne was a sea of glass, like the appearance 
of crystal.? And in the midst of the throne and around the 
throne were four living creatures, full of eyes at their front and 
at their back. 7 And the first living creature was like the 
appearance’ of a lion, and the second like an ox, and the third 
like a man, and the fourth like an eagle.* g And each one had 
six wings, also from the inside they were filled with eyes. And 
they do not have rest, day or night, but say continually, 
“Qadosh,° qadosh, qadosh, is YHWH Tseva’ot®’ the Mighty,® 
who was and is and will be.” 


9 And when the living creatures give lauding? and thanksgiving 
to him"® who sits on the throne, who lives from everlasting and 
unto everlasting, 10 the twenty-four elders fall down before 


1 Hebrew often uses a singular noun to imply plural (collective). 

2 Hebrew: “mmx” (achlamah) — see chapter 22:1, which indicates that 
"amon" is not a red or brown Jasper as is commonly believed. 

3 Or possibly ‘face.’ 

4 Compare Eze. 1:10, 10:14. 

> Lit. “Set-apart.” 

© Hebrew word for “armies.” The full name / title is “YHWH Elohei 
Tseva’ot” (YHWH the Elohim of Armies). See e.g. Jer. 5:14, Amos 4:13, 
Rev. 15:3. 

” See Is. 6:3. 

8 Or “Majestic.” 

° Or “praise.” 

10 Lit. “this one,” but means ‘he’ or ‘him.’ 
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* This is an alternative form of the infinitive construct with “9” 
preposition (root: “Mp>”). Spelled “MAp>” in the Tanach. 


* Abbreviation for “1? 591”. 


* Crossed-out letters. 


Translation 1.3 Sodot 5 75b 


him and pray to him' who lives from everlasting and unto 
everlasting, and they cast their crowns before him and say, 11 
“Adon,*? you are worthy to receive honor and glory, for you 
created? everything, and by your will* everything was made.” 


5: 1 And he® who sat on the throne — | saw a scroll in his right 
hand, and it was sealed with seals on the outside and on the 
inside, with seven seals. 2 And | saw a messenger crying out 
with a great voice, “Who is worthy to open the scroll and to 
break its seals?” 3 But no one in the heavens or in the earth 
was able to open the scroll or to look in it. 4 Then | wept 
exceedingly because no one was found who was worthy of this 
matter. 5 But one of the elders said to me, “Do not weep, look, 
the lion who is from the family of Yehudah,° from the root of 
Dawid, has overcome to open the scroll and to break the seven 
seals." 


6 Then | saw that amongst the throne and the living creatures 
and the twenty-four elders, there stood a Lamb, like’ he had 
been slain. And he had seven horns and seven eyes? (and they 
are the seven Ruchot of YHWH, sent into all the earth). 7 And 
he came and took the scroll from the right hand o3n of him? 
who sat on the throne. gs And when he took the scroll, the four 


1 Lit. “this one,” but means ‘he’ or ‘him.’ 
* The Hebrew word for ‘lord’ or ‘master.’ 
3 Or “you are the creator of everything.” 
4 Or “goodwill.” 

> Lit. “this one,” but means ‘he’ or ‘him.’ 
® Hebrew name for ‘Judah.’ 

7 Or “as if.” 

8 See Zech. 3:9, 4:10. 

Lit. “this one,” but means ‘he’ or ‘him.’ 
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* This is an alternative form of the infinitive construct with “>” 
preposition (root: “M>%”). Spelled “Mmp>” in the Tanach. 


Translation 1.3 Sodot 6 76b 


living creatures and twenty-four elders fell down before the 
Lamb, and in their hands were lyres and fire pans full of incense 
(and this is the prayer of the set-apart ones). 9 And they sang 
a new song and said, “You are worthy to take' the scroll and 
to open its seals, for you were slain and bought us with your 
blood, 10 and made us priests and kings, that we may be 
kings* over the earth.” 


11 Then | saw and | heard many voices of the messengers 
around the throne — and their number was twenty million.’ 12 
And they said with a great voice, “The Lamb who was slain is 
worthy of power and honor and glory and praises!” 13 And all 
the creations* which are in the heavens and on the earth and 
under the earth and in the sea, | heard saying, “To him? who 
sits on the throne, and to the Lamb, be honor and praises and 
lauding, from everlasting and unto everlasting.” 14 Then the 
four living creatures answered “Amein,” and the twenty-four 
elders fell down and prayed to him® who lives from everlasting 
and unto everlasting. 


6: 1 Then | saw that the Lamb opened one of the seals, and | 
heard the four living creatures say — like one voice — “Come 
and see!” 2 Then | saw a white horse, and he who sat on it had 


1 Or “receive.” 

? Or possibly ‘that we may reign over the earth.’ 

3 Lit. “two thousand ten-thousands” — could also be read as “thousands, 
ten-thousands.” 

4 Or “created things.” 

> Lit. “this one,” but means ‘he’ or ‘him.’ 

® Lit. “this one,” but means ‘he’ or ‘him.’ 
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* Abbreviation for “1? Spy”. 


Translation 1.3 Sodot 6 77b 


a bow in his hand, and a crown was given to him, and he went 
to overcome, and he overcame. 


3 And when the second seal was opened, | heard the second 
living creature say, “Come and see!” 4 Then another red horse 
went out, and he who sat on it was given to take away the 
shalom from the earth, and a great sword was given to him. 


s And when he opened the third seal, the third living creature 
said, “Come and see!” Then | saw a black horse, and he who 
sat on it had a pair of scales in his hand. 6 And | heard a voice 
in the midst of the four living creatures, saying, “A measure of 
wheat for two [coins],' and three measures of barley for two 
[coins],? and to the oil and the wine, do not do damage!" 


7 And when he opened the fourth seal, | heard the fourth living 
creature say, “Come and see!” gs Then | saw a speckled and 
strong’ horse, and he* who sat on it, his name was The 
Messenger of Death, and Ha-Gei-Hinnom? followed after him. 
And authority was given to him to put to death a fourth part 
on the earth, with the sword and with famine and with death, 
and by animals of the earth.° 


1 Hebrew: “o728” (panim) - lit. “faces,” and probably refers to coins with 
faces on them. 

2 See above note. 

3 See Zech. 6:3. 

* Lit. “this one,” but means ‘he’ or ‘him.’ 

> Lit. “The valley of Hinnom.” See footnote on chapter 1:18. 

© Or “by wild animals.” 
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Translation 1.3 Sodot 6 78b 


9 And when he opened the fifth, | saw under the temple the 
persons' which were killed because of the set-apartness of 
YHWH, and because of the testimony? which they had. 10 And 
they cried out with a great voice and said, “Set-apart and 
faithful Adon, until when will you judge without avenging our 
blood from those who dwell on the earth?!" 11 And to every 
one of them were given white garments, and it was said to 
them that, “You must rest yet a little time.” 


12 And | saw that he opened the sixth, and there was an 
earthquake and the sun was? black and the moon was’ red like 
blood, 13 and all their host fell down like a leaf falls from a vine, 
and like the withering? of a fig tree.° 14 And all the mountains 
and hills were [shaken] away from their place. 1s And the kings 
of the earth and the rulers and the rich ones and the officers 
and the slaves and the free ones, hid in narrow caves and holes 
in the ground. 16 And they said to the mountains and to the 
rocks, “Fall on us, and hide us because of the appearance’ of 
him® who sits on the throne, and because of the fury of the 
Lamb! 17 For the day of his burning anger has come, and who 
is able to stand before him?!” 


1 Or “souls” — lit. “breaths.” 

* Hebrew: “nity” (edut) — one of the names for the Torah. 

3 Or “became.” 

4 Or “became.” 

> Lit. “that which withers from a fig tree.” Could also mean “like a [fig] 
falls from a fig tree.” In this verse the same Hebrew word is used for 
“wither” and “fall” and can mean to “wither and fall.” 

® Quoted from Is. 34:4. 

” Or possibly ‘face.’ 

8 Lit. “this one,” but means ‘he’ or ‘him.’ 
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* Crossed out and replaced with “0793 O°1M1s81” — in similar script to 
main text. 


Translation 1.3 Sodot 7 79b 


7: 1 And after this | saw four messengers standing at the four 
ends' of the earth, and holding back* the four winds of the 
earth, so that there would not be wind on the earth or on the 
waters or on any tree. 2 Then | saw another messenger which 
came from the rising of the sun,’ and he had the seal of the 
living El, and he imposed‘ and cried out with a great voice to 
the four messengers to whom it was given to damage the 
earth and the sea, 3 and he said, “Do not damage the earth or 
the sea or the trees, until | place a mark on the foreheads of 
the servants of YHWH.” 


4 And | heard the number of those who were sealed: it was an 
hundred and forty-four thousand — who were sealed, of the 
families of the children of Yisrael. 5 From the tribe of Yehudah, 
twelve thousand; from the tribe of Re’uven, twelve thousand; 
and from the tribe of Gad, twelve thousand. 6 From the tribe 
of Asher, twelve thousand; from the tribe of Naphtali, twelve 
thousand; from the tribe of Menasheh, twelve thousand. 7 
From the tribe of Shim’on, twelve thousand; from the tribe of 
Lewi, twelve thousand; and from the tribe of Yisachar, twelve 
thousand. gs From the tribe of Zevulun, twelve thousand; and 
from the tribe of Yoseph, twelve thousand; and from the tribe 
of Binyamin, twelve thousand. 


9 And after this | saw a great company which one is not able to 
number, from all the nations, standing before the throne and 


1 Lit. “turning places” — could also possibly mean ‘quarters.’ 

* Crossed out and replaced with “holding fast in their hand” — in similar 
script to main text. 

3 Hebrew way of saying “east.” 

4 Or “charged.” 
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* For the use of “Nn” instead of “*”, see note on chapter 1:7. 

? Probably used collectively (“they”), could also possibly mean “and this 
is:” — introducing the quote from the Tanach. 

> An expression borrowed from Biblical Aramaic. See Dan. 4:16. 


Translation 1.3 Sodot 8 80b 


before the Lamb, and they were clothed in white garments, 
and in their hands were branches, 10 and they cried out with a 
great voice and said, “Salvation belongs to YHWH,' and to the 
Lamb!" 41 And all the messengers were standing around the 
throne and the elders and the living creatures, and they fell on 
their faces before the throne and prayed to YHWH, 12 and said, 
“Lauding and thanksgiving and praises and honor and glory 
and power and strength be to our Elohim, from [everlasting] 
and unto everlasting, amein!” 


13 Then one of the elders answered and said to me, “Who are 
these qio3v) who are clothed with white garments, and from 
what place do they come?" 14 So | said to him, “Adon, you 
know.” And he said to me, “They are those who come from the 
midst of much? suffering, and they have washed their 
garments and purified their garments with the blood of the 
Lamb. 1s And because of this they are before the throne of 
YHWH, and serve him day and night, and he? who sits on the 
throne, he will dwell by them. 16 And they will not be hungry 
nor thirsty, and burning heat and the sun will not smite them,‘ 
17 for the Lamb will lead them to a well of waters,° and YHWH 
Elohim will wipe off the tears from all faces.”° 


8: 1 And when he opened the seventh, everyone in the heavens 
was silent fora moment, 2 and | saw seven messengers coming 


1 See Ps. 3:8, Jonah 2:9. 

Or “great.” 

3 Lit. “this one,” but means ‘he’ or ‘him.’ 
4 Quoted from Is. 49:10. 

> Compare Is. 49:10. 

® Quoted from Is. 25:8. 
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* This is an alternative form of the infinitive construct with “5” 
preposition (root: “72”). Normally spelled “mn” in the Tanach. 


Translation 1.3 Sodot 8 81b 


before YHWH, and seven shopharot' were given to them. 3 
And another messenger came and stepped? next to the 
temple, and golden fire pans were in his hand. And much 
incense was given to him, to give /tas the prayer of the set- 
apart ones, before the temple, and? before the throne. 4 And 
the smoke of the incense of the set-apart ones went up from 
the hand of the messenger, before YHWH. s Then the 
messenger took the fire pan, and filled it with fire and poured 
it out on the earth, and there came voices and thunders and 
lightnings. 


6 And the seven messengers with the seven shopharot* were 
ready” to blow. 7 Then the first messenger blew, and there was° 
hail and fire mixed with blood, and it fell on the earth, and a 
third of the trees were burnt up, and all the green plants of the 
field were burnt up. 


g Then the second blew, and there was’ something like a great 
mountain burning with fire, and it went into the sea, and a third 
of the sea was? blood. 9 And a third of the creatures of the sea 
died, and a third of the ships sank. 


1 Plural of "Ew (shophar) — the Hebrew word for “ram’s horn” or 
“trumpet.” 

Or “stood.” 

3 Or “even.” 

4 Plural of "Ew (shophar) — the Hebrew word for “ram’s horn” or 
“trumpet.” 

> Or “prepared.” 

© Or “there came.” 

7 Or “there came.” 

8 Or “became.” 
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* Abbreviation for “19 59”. 
* Crossed-out letters. 
* Crossed-out letters. 


Translation 1.3 Sodot 9 82b 


10 Then the third blew, and a star fell from the heavens, and it 
was burning, and it fell on a third of the wells' of water. 11 And 
the name of that star was Tola‘at;? and a third of the waters 
was: bitter, and many of the sons of man* died by the hand? 
of the waters, because of their bitterness. 


12 Then the fourth blew, and there was stricken® — a third of the 
sun and the moon and the stars. And a third of the day did not 
shine, and also the night.’ 13 Then | saw and heard a messenger 
flying in the heavens, and he cried out with a great voice, “Woe, 
woe, woe to those who dwell on the earth, because of the 
sound of the shopharot which the three messengers still have 
to blow!” 


9: 1 Then the fifth messenger blew, and | saw that a star fell 
onto® the earth from the heavens, and to him the key of the 
Deep’ was given. 2 Then he opened the Deep, and there went 
out smoke from the Deep, like the smoke of a great oven, and 
the sun and the air were darkened by the smoke of the Deep."° 


1 Or “cisterns.” 

2 Or “Scarlet Worm” or “Scarlet-Red,” probably named so because the 
water was changed to red, bitter blood (compare verse 8, and Ex. 7:15- 
25). 

3 Or “became.” 

4 Or “descendants of the man,” meaning “people” or “humans.” 

° A Hebrew idiom meaning “by” or “through” or “by means of.” 

© Or “smitten” or possibly ‘eclipsed.’ 

7 Meaning ‘also a third of the night’ — the phrase ‘a third’ is implied in 
the second half of this sentence. (Called gapping, commonly found in 
the Hebrew Tanach). 

8 Or possibly ‘to.’ 

° Hebrew: “ann” (tehom) — here used as synonym of She’ol. 

10 Or “and he darkened the sun and the air with the smoke of the deep.” 
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* Word crossed out and replaced with “O°*13"N” — in same script as 
main text. 
* Crossed-out word. 


Translation 1.3 Sodot 9 83b 


3 And from the smoke there came locusts over the earth, and 
authority was given to them to destroy. 


4 And it was said to them that, “You must not damage the 
green plants or the plants of the field or the trees, but only the 
sons of man who do not have the seal of YHWH on their 
foreheads.”' 5 And it was given to them, not to kill them, but 
to inflict them with pain for five months. And their pain was 
like the pain of scorpions when they sting. 6 And in those days 
you will act wisely’ to die, but you will not find it. 


7 And the locusts were like horses that are prepared for war — 
and on their heads were something like? crowns of gold, and 
their appearance’ was like the appearance® of man. g And their 
hair was like the hair of women, and their® teeth were like the 
teeth of a lion, 9,10] and their tails were like the tails of locusts. 
And authority was given to them to inflict the sons of man with 
pain, for five months. 10 [11] And their king was a messenger of 
the Deep, and his name in the Hebrew tongue is Avadon,’ and 
in the Greek tongue, Apollyon. 11 [123 One® pain has passed 
away, look, two more pains are coming! 


12 [13] Then the sixth messenger blew, and | heard a voice from 
the four corners of the temple before YHWH, 13,14] and it said 


1 Could also mean: ‘who were not sealed on their foreheads by YHWH.’ 
* Meaning ‘try with wisdom’ or ‘try wisely.’ 

3 Or “like the form of.” 

4 Or possibly ‘face.’ 

> Or possibly ‘face’ — plural in Hebrew. 

® Lit. “its” — collective use. 

7 Lit. “Destruction.” 

8 Or “The first.” 
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* Crossed-out letters. 
* Abbreviation for “19 Sy”. 
* Abbreviation for “351 A7)Dy” —a euphemism meaning “idols”. 


“This is an alternative form of the infinitive construct with “>” 
preposition (root: “797”). Spelled “m395” in the Tanach. 


Translation 1.3 Sodot 9 84b 


to the sixth messenger who blew, “Go and loosen' the four 
messengers who are bound at the great river® which is called 
Perat.”® 14,15) And these four messengers were made ready to 
kill the third of the sons of man in an hour and in a day and in 
a month and in a year.* 


1516) And the number of their riders” was twenty million,® and 
| heard their number. 16 [17] And after this | saw the shapes’ of 
the horses and those who sat on them, that they had garments 
of pitch and sulphur and fire. And the heads of the horses were 
like the heads of the lion, and from their mouths there went 
out fire and smoke and sulphur. 17 [18] And by these three, the 
third of the sons of man were killed, 18,19) for their power was 
in their mouth, and their tails were like serpents, and they had 
heads, and with these they killed them. 19,20) But there were 
still many sons of man who did not die by these plagues — 
because they did® repentance from their evil deeds, by not 
praying to Ha-Satan, neither to the idols which are made of 
pottery and of stone or wood and silver and gold, which do 
not have the ability in them to walk or to speak or to hear — 20 


1 Lit. “set free.” 

* Lit. “sea,” but could also mean ‘river,’ compare with chapter 16:11, see 
also 12:18 [15] and Is. 19:5. 

3 Hebrew name for ‘Euphrates.’ 

4 Meaning “at a certain hour of a certain day of a certain month of a 
certain year.” 

> Or possibly ‘chariots.’ 

® Lit. “twenty thousand thousands.” 

7 Or “appearances.” 

8 Or possibly ‘in order that they should do.’ 
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* Crossed-out letters. 

* Altered to “130” — in similar / same script as main text. 

* Crossed-out letter. 

: Margin reads “73 Tip 77°” — in different script than main text. 


Translation 1.3 Sodot 10 85b 


[21] but who did not do repentance concerning their sorceries 
or concerning their fornication or concerning their thefts. 


10: 1 Then | saw another messenger descending from the 
heavens, and he was clothed with a cloud,’ and a bow was 
over? his head — and his appearance? was like the sun, and his 
feet like a flame of fire. 2 goa) And in his hand was an open 
scroll, and he stepped‘ on the sea with his right foot, and on 
the dry land with his left. 3 And he cried out with a loud voice, 
like the lion roars.” And when he had cried out, seven voices® 
spoke with their voices. 4 And after they had spoken with their 
voices, | wanted to write them,’ but! heard a voice® from the 
heavens which said to me, “Shut them up, and do not write.” 


s And the messenger who was standing on the sea and on the 
land, which | had seen, lifted up his right hand and his left hand 
unto the heavens. 6 And he swore by the Ever-Living — who 
created the heavens and what is in it, and the earth and the 
sea and whatever is in them — that there was’ no time, 7 but, 
when the seven messengers blow with the shopharot, all these 


1 Or “clouds.” 

2 Or “above” or “on.” 

3 Or possibly ‘face.’ 

4 Or “stood.” 

> Lit. “cries out.” 

® Hebrew often uses “voices” for “thunders.’ 
7 Refers to the “seven voices.” 

8 Hebrew: “orp na” (bat gol) — meaning ‘a voice from heaven.’ 
° Or possibly ‘would be.’ 


7 
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* Crossed-out letters. 
* Altered to read “nya” — in different script than main text. 


Translation 1.3 Sodot 11 86b 


confidential counsels of YHWH will be completed, just like he 
made /t known to his servants and' to his prophets. 


g Then | again heard a voice* saying to me, “Go, and take the 
open scroll from the hand of the messenger who stands on the 
sea and on the land.” 9 So | went to the messenger and said to 
him, “Give me the scroll.” And he said to me, “Take and swallow 
it, and it will be for you like honey in your mouth, but in your 
belly it will make you pain.” 190 So | took the scroll from the 
hand of the messenger and swallowed it, and it was like honey 
in my mouth; but after | ate it, it made me pain in my belly. 11 
Then he said to me, “You must prophesy again to? nations and 
to peoples and to kings.” 


11: 1 Then a reed like a rod was given to me, and he said, “Stand 
up, measure the temple of YHWH, and his‘ altar, and those 
who worship in it, 2 but cast out the inner temple, and do not 
measure /¢ for it is given to the nations, and they will tread 
down the set-apart city, forty-two months. 3 And | will give my 
two witnesses; and they will prophesy a thousand two hundred 
and sixty days, clothed in sackcloth.” 


4 And these are the two olive trees and the two torches, 
standing before the Elohim of the earth. 5 And if one wants to 
do them evil,” fire comes and burns them. 6 And they have 
authority to shut the heavens so that rain does not come on 


1 Could mean “even.” 

2 Hebrew: “orp n2” (bat gol) — meaning ‘a voice from heaven.’ 
3 Or “about nations and peoples and kings.” 

“ Or possibly “its.” 

> Or “harm.” 
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* Crossed out (not by original scribe) and margin reads “OWww oypIr7 O37” 
—in different script than main text. 

* For the use of “Nn” instead of “*”, see note on chapter 1:7. 

* Crossed-out letters. 

* Altered to “11915” — in similar / same script as main text. 


Translation 1.3 Sodot 11 87b 


the earth in the days of their prophesying; and over the waters, 
to turn them into blood; and to smite the earth with plagues 
at any time that they want. 


7 And after they have completed their testimony, the animal ' 
which comes from the Deep will make war with them, and will 
overcome them and kill them. s And their corpses will be 
thrown on the plains* of the set-apart city, which is called 
Sedom? and Mitsrayim,* because our Adon was crucified there. 
9 And some of the nations and of the tribes will see their 
corpses, three and a half days, and they will not bury them. 10 
And those who dwell on the earth will rejoice about them, and 
will send one another gifts, for these prophets caused much 
suffering to those who dwell on the earth. 


11 And after three and a half days they stood up and stepped? 
on their feet! And fear and great terror fell on those who saw 
them. 12 And they heard a voice saying to them, “Come up!" 
Then they went up into the heavens in® a cloud, and their 
haters’ saw them. 13 And in that hour there was an earthquake, 
and a tenth part of the city fell, and seven thousand of the sons 
of man died, and the others were terrified and gave praise® to 


1 Or “beast.” Compare Daniel chapters 7 & 8. — The Bible often uses the 
term ‘animal’ or ‘beast’ to refer to a kingdom and / or its leader or king. 
2 Or “open places,” or possibly “streets.” 

3 Hebrew name for ‘Sodom.’ 

4 Hebrew name for ‘Egypt.’ 

° Or “were standing — stepping on their feet!” 

© Or “with.” 

7 Synonym of “enemies.” 

8 Or “lauding.” 
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* Altered to “Own” — in different script than main text. 


Translation 1.3 Sodot 12 88b 


the Elohim of the heavens. 14 Look, the second pain has 
passed, and the third is coming! 


12: 1 {11:15} Then the seventh messenger blew, and there were 
many voices in the heavens, which said, “The rich' ones of this 
world, all of them came after our Adon Yeshua, and he will 
reign from everlasting and unto everlasting!" 2 [11:16 And the 
twenty-four elders who sat on their thrones? before YHWH, fell 
on their faces and prayed to YHWH, 3 {11:17} and said, “We give 
praise’ to you Adon Tseva‘ot, who was and is and will be! 4 
(11:18) When? the nations were filled with anger and wrath, your 
anger came; also the time to judge the dead ones; and to give 
wages to your servants the prophets, and to the set-apart 
ones, and to those who fear you, to the small ones and to the 
great ones; and to destroy those who destroyed the earth.” 


5 [11:199 And YHWH's house of prayer was opened in the 
heavens, and the ark of the tables of the covenant was seen in 
his house of prayer, and there were voices and thunders and 
lightnings and an earthquake, and great hail. 


6 [12:1; And a great sign appeared in the heavens: a woman 
clothed with the sun, and the moon was under her feet, and 
on her head was a crown of twelve stars. 7 ,23 And she was 


1 Altered to “right / worthy / lawful ones” — in different script than main 
text. 

2 A Hebrew idiom which often means “forever and ever” — see e.g. Jer. 
7:7, 25:5, 1Chr. 16:36, Neh. 9:5, Ps. 41:13, 103:17, 106:48. 

3 Or “seats.” 

4 Or “lauding.” 

> Or “While” — lit. “And the nations were filled with anger and wrath, 
and your anger came.” 
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* Crossed-out word. 


Translation 1.3 Sodot 12 89b 


pregnant and cried out, and she was at the point to give birth, 
and she had much pain because of the birth. 


8 [3] And there was another sign in the heavens, and | saw a 
dragon, and he had seven heads and ten horns, and on his 
heads were seven crowns. 9,4] And his tail took a third of the 
stars, and cast them on the earth. And the dragon stepped' 
before the woman who would give birth, in order to devour 
the child when he was born. 10,5] Then she gave birth to a son, 
who would lead? the nations with a rod of iron, and the son 
was brought before YHWH and his throne. 11 je) Then the 
woman went into the wilderness, for there a place was 
prepared for her by YHWH, to sustain her there a thousand 
two hundred and sixty days. 


12 7) And there was war in the heavens: the messenger 
Micha’el? with his messengers made war with the dragon, also 
his messengers made war with them. 13,8; But they did not 
overcome, neither was their place in heaven found anymore. 
14[9] So the great dragon was cast out, who is called Ha-Satan, 
who destroys and seduces the whole world. And he with his 
messengers were cast onto the earth to dwell there. 


15 [10] (104v) Fhen | heard a great voice in the heavens which said, 
“Now the might* of our Elohim and his Mashiach has 


1 Or “stood.” 

? Or possibly ‘rule.’ 

3 Pronounced “Mi-cha’el” in Hebrew. 
4 Or “mighty deeds.” 
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* Abbreviation for “19 59”, 
* Abbreviation for “> 5y1”. 


° This is an alternative form of the infinitive construct with “>” 
preposition (root: “427”). Spelled “n355” in the Tanach. 


Translation 1.3 Sodot 12 90b 


appeared,' for he is cast out who was as an adversary? against 
them all the time. 15,11; And they overcame him by the blood 
of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, and? their lives 
were reckoned‘ to all of them. 16,12; And because of this you 
must rejoice o heavens and all who is in them, but woe to those 
who dwell on the earth and on the sea — for Ha-Satan went 
down to you with great burning anger, and he knows that he 
has a little time.” 


17 [13] And when the dragon saw that he was cast onto the 
earth, he pursued after the woman who gave birth. 18,14] But 
there was given to the woman, two wings like a great eagle — 
to go into the wilderness, into the place that YHWH gave her 
— to sustain her there a time, and two and a half times, away 
from? the dragon. 18 [15] Then the dragon cast waters from [his] 
mouth after the woman, like a great sea,° to annihilate’ her. 19 
t16) But the woman had deliverance from the earth,® for she? 
opened her mouth and swallowed the waters which the 
dragon cast after her.'° 20 [171] Then the dragon was filled with 
anger because of the woman, and he went to make war with 
the remaining ones of her seed, who perform the 


1 Lit. “nas become visible.” 

* Hebrew: “jw” (satan) — means “adversary” or “accuser.” 
3 Or “therefore.” 

4 Meaning, “credited to them.” 

> Or “because of.” 

® Lit. “sea,” but could also mean ‘river,’ compare chapter 9:13[14] with 
16:11, see also Is. 19:5. 

” Or “destroy” — lit. “silence.” 

8 Or “ground.” 

9 Le. “the earth.” 

10 |e, “the woman.” 
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Translation 1.3 Sodot 13 91b 


commandments of YHWH, and believe in the testimony of his 
Mashiach. 


13: 1 And | stepped' on the sand of the sea, 2 [1 cont] and | saw 
an animal* coming out of the sea, and he had seven heads and 
ten horns, and on his horns were ten crowns, and on his heads 
were names of reproach and blasphemy.’ 3,2) And the animal 
which | saw was like a horse, and his feet like the feet of bears, 
and his mouth like the mouth of the lion. And the dragon gave 
him his power and his throne, and great strength.* 


4[3] Then | saw that one of his heads was like a deadly wound 
— but the wound was healed, and all the world was astonished 
because of this animal. 5,4; Then they prayed to the dragon 
who gave the animal power and dominion, and they prayed to 
the animal and said, “Who is like this animal, and who is able 
to make war with it?” 6,5} And it was given to the animal to 
open his mouth to speak wonderful words” and reproach? until 
the time of forty-two months was completed. 7 j6; So he 
opened his mouth to blaspheme against YHWH, and against 
those who dwell in the heavens. 8,7} And it was given to him to 
make war with the set-apart ones; and to overcome them, and 
all the peoples and nations. 9 [8] And all those who dwell on 
earth prayed to him — those whose name was not written in 


1 Or “stood.” 

? Or “beast.” Compare Daniel chapters 7 & 8. — The Bible often uses the 
term ‘animal’ or ‘beast’ to refer to a kingdom and / or its leader or king. 
3 Lit. “reproaches and blasphemies.” 

4 Or “might.” 

> Or “incredible things” or “unbelievable things” — compare Dan. 11:36. 
© Or “blasphemy.” 
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* Altered to “n>ynny” — in different script than main text. 
2 
Crossed-out letters. 


Translation 1.3 Sodot 13 92b 


the scroll of life of the Lamb who was slain, from the beginning 
of the creation of the world. 


10 [9] Whosoever has ears must hear: 11 [10] If one drives another 
into prison, he will go into prison, and if one kills another 
nephesh' with the sword he will be killed by the sword; and 
here is hope, and the faith? of the set-apart ones. 


12 [11] Then | saw another animal coming out of the earth, and 
he had two horns like the Lamb but spoke like the dragon.’ 13 
[12] And he did great wonders before the first animal, and made 
that the earth and those who dwell on it pray to the first 
animal, who was healed from his wounds.‘ 14,13} And he made 
fire fall from the heavens before man. 15 [14] And he seduced 
the sons of man with his signs and wonders, and said to those 
who dwell on the earth that they must make a carved image” 
to the animal that had the wounds of a sword, but was healed. 
16 [15] And to him it was given, to give the carved image of the 
animal a spirit and nephesh* (so that it’ was able to speak); and 
to make that whosoever does not want? to pray to the carved 
image of the animal, that he be killed. 


1 Lit. “breath,” can mean ‘person,’ ‘life,’ ‘soul,’ etc. — take note, not the 
Greek understanding of soul. 

* Lit. “faithfulness.” 

3 Or possibly “like a lamb... like a dragon.” 

“ Or possibly ‘whose wounds were healed.’ 

> Or simply “an image.” 

© Lit. “breath,” means ‘life’ or ‘soul,’ etc. — take note, not the Greek 
understanding of soul. 

7 Le. “the image.” 

8 Or “is not willing.” 
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*Or possibly “3” — “3” and “3” can look quite similar. 
* Correction from margin. 


Translation 1.3 Sodot 14 93b 


17[16] And he made for them all — the great ones and the small 
ones, the rich ones and the poor ones, the slaves and the freed 
ones — a sign on his right hand or on their forehead, 18,17) that 
no one is able to buy or to sell, unless he has this sign on his 
hand or on his forehead, or the name of the animal, or the 
number of his name. 19 [18] Here is wisdom and understanding: 
whosoever has insight needs to reckon the number of the 
animal, for it is the number of a man, and the amount is found, ' 
six hundred and sixty and six. 


14: 1 And | saw a Lamb standing on mount Tsiyon,* and with 
him a hundred and forty-four thousand, and the name of his 
Father was written upon them. 2 Then | heard a voice from the 
heavens like the noise of great waters, and like the sound of 
great voices,’ and the voice which | heard was like the sound 
of a lyre. 


3 And they were singing like a new song before the throne and 
before the four living creatures and the elders, and no one was 
able to learn this song except these hundred and forty-four 
thousand whom he bought from the earth. 4 (And these are 
they who did not sin with women, and they are like virgins and 
go after the Lamb, and they are bought as first fruits of YHWH 
and the Lamb. s And there is no deceit in their spirit, and they 
are blameless° before the throne of YHWH.) 


1 Or possibly “and he will find that the amount is.” 
* Hebrew name for ‘Zion.’ 

3 Or “thunders.” 

4 See Ps. 32:2. 

> Or “pure.” 
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* Alternative phrase for “M71’2”. The Peshitta New Testament also uses 
“yp 5331N"(as one word) in e.g. Mark 1:1, Rom. 1:1, 1 Cor. 9:18, 2 Cor. 
4:3, Gal. 2:14, Eph. 3:6, Phil. 1:5, etc. Note that “yy, WN” has been 
used to refer to the gospel(s) since the Talmudic Era, see Shabbat 
116a-116b, where both “71°53 y8” and “71°93 1” are used. 


Translation 1.3 Sodot 14 94b 


6 Then | saw a messenger fly in the midst of the heavens, and 
he had one good news' to make known to those who dwell on 
the earth, and to all the peoples and nations. 7 And he said 
with a great voice, “Fear YHWH and do your prayer to him, for 
the judgment day has come, and do prayer to him* who 
created the heavens and the earth, and the sea and fountains!" 


g And after this voice another messenger came and cried out, 
“Fallen, fallen has Bavel** the great city! — For she corrupted? 
all the peoples® with the wine of her fornication.” 


9 And after this, the third messenger came and said with a 
great voice, “If one does his prayer to the carved image’ and 
to the animal, and take the sign on his hand or on his forehead 
— 10 this one will drink of the wine of the fury of YHWH, which 
is in the cup of fury, and he will be punished with fire and 
brimstone before his set-apart messengers and the Lamb. 11 
And the smoke of their punishment will go up from everlasting 
and unto everlasting,® and they will not have rest, day or night, 
those who took the sign and prayed to the carved image.” 


12 Here is the hope of the set-apart ones, and here are those 
who do the commandments of YHWH, and believe in Yeshua. 


1 Or “one gospel.” 

* Lit. “this one,” but means ‘he’ or ‘him.’ 

3 Hebrew name for ‘Babylon.’ 

4 See Is. 21:9. 

° Or “destroyed” — lit. “silenced” — compare chapter 12:18 [15]. 

© Or “nations.” 

7 Or simply “the image.” 

8 A Hebrew idiom which often means “forever and ever” — see e.g. Jer. 
7:7, 25:5, 1Chr. 16:36, Neh. 9:5, Ps. 41:13, 103:17, 106:48. 
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* Here used as an alternative spelling for “9319”. 


Translation 1.3 Sodot 14 95b 


13 And | heard a voice' from the heavens saying to me, “Write: 
Blessed? are they who die on account of the sanctification’ of 
YHWH from now on! And* what the Ruach says is true: that 
they rest from their works, for their works follow after them.” 


14 Then | saw a bright® cloud, and on it there sat one with the 
appearance® of a man, and on his head was a crown of gold, 
and in his hand was a sickle. 15 And another messenger came 
from the house of prayer, and cried with a loud voice to him’ 
who sat on the cloud, “Thrust with your sickle and harvest, for 
the time of the harvest has come!" 16 Then he® who sat on the 
cloud, thrust with his sickle and harvested. 


17 And another messenger came to the heavens, and in his 
hand was a sickle.’ 13 Then another messenger went out from 
the altar (and he had control over the fire), and he cried out 
with a loud voice to him'® who had the sickle and said, “Thrust 
with your sickle and harvest the grapes of the earth, for its 
fruits are ripe.""' [19] So the messenger thrust with his sickle 


1 Hebrew: “orp na” (bat gol) — meaning ‘a voice from heaven’. 

* Hebrew: “a°witp” (qedoshim) — lit. “set apart” but often means 
“blessed.” 

3 Or “set-apartness.” 

* Or “Yea...” 

> Or “white.” 

® Lit. “like the appearance.” 

7 Lit. “this one,” but means ‘he’ or ‘him.’ 

8 Lit. “this one,” but means ‘he’ or ‘him.’ 

° Verses 17-[19] use the Hebrew word ‘magal’ for “sickle,” but verses 14 
- 16 use ‘charmesh.’ 

10 Lit. “this one,” but means ‘he’ or ‘him.’ 

1 Or possibly ‘for it is ripe with its fruit.’ 
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* Margin reads ““»y> 19 OT Sw ap* pan” — in different script than main 
text. 

’ Altered to “YIN M922” — in different script than main text. 

* Crossed-out letters. 

* Crossed-out letter. 

: Simply introduces the direct object(s). 


Translation 1.3 Sodot 15 96b 


and harvested the grapes of the earth, and cast them into the 
great winepress of the fury of YHWH.' 19,20) And the winepress 
was outside the city,* and the blood of the winepress went up 
to the bridle of the horses, a way of one thousand six hundred 
[stretches]? of field. 


15: 1 aosr) And* | saw great signs and wonders in the heavens, for 
seven messengers came, and they had the seven last plagues, 
for by them the burning anger of YHWH is completed. 


2 And | saw something like a sea of glass mixed with fire, and 
those who overcame the animal and his carved image” stood 
next to the sea of glass, and they had the lyres of YHWH. 3 And 
they sang the song of Mosheh’® and the song of the Lamb, and 
said, “Great are the works of YHWH Elohei Ha-Tseva’ot!’ 
Righteousness and truth® are your ways o King of kings! 4 And 
who will not fear you,° and give praise to your name? — For you 
alone are qadosh!"° Truly," all the nations will come and bow 
down before you, for your judgments are revealed!” 


1 Or possibly ‘a great winepress — the fury of YHWH.’ 

2 Margin reads “And he cast the winepress of blood outside the city” — 
in different script than main text. 

3 Or “distances of land.” 

4 Or “Then.” 

> Or simply “his image.” 

® Hebrew name for ‘Moses.’ 

7 Meaning, “YHWH the Elohim of the armies.” 

8 Or “faithfulness.” 

° Lit. “before you.” Could also mean “because of you.” 

10 Lit. “set-apart.” 

11 Or possibly, ‘All nations will come... when your judgments are 
revealed.’ 
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‘The aleph is a vowel letter, thus “IPN¥1” = “spsy’. This word was later 
altered to “IDbwny’ — in different script than main text. 
2 . 

Probable reconstruction. 


Translation 1.3 Sodot 16 97b 


5 And after this | saw thatthe ark of the covenant was opened 
in the heavens. 6 Then the seven messengers who had the 
seven plagues went out, clothed in white clothes, and a girdle 
of gold was on their loins. 7 Then one of the four living 
creatures gave the seven messengers seven bowls of gold, full 
of the fury of YHWH, who lives from everlasting and unto 
everlasting. s And the house of prayer was filled with smoke, 
and the glory of YHWH filled the tabernacle, and no one was 
able to go into it until the seven plagues of the seven 
messengers were finished. 


16: 1 Then | heard a voice from the house of prayer, and it' said 
to the seven messengers, “Go and pour out the bowls on the 
earth — the fury of YHWH.” 


2 So the first went and poured out his bowl on the earth, and 
it became boils, breaking out on the men who had the sign of 
the animal and prayed* to his carved image.’ 


3 Then the second messenger poured out his bowl on the sea, 
and it was* blood like that of a dead one, and all that was in 
the sea died. 


4 Then the third poured out his bowl on the fountains of waters 
and it was? blood. 5 Then | heard that the messenger said, 
“YHWH the Righteous, who was and is and [wi// be]° — you are 


1 Or possibly “he.” 

2 Or “and those who prayed.” 
3 Or simply “his image.” 

4 Or ‘became.’ 

> Or ‘became.’ 

® Probable reconstruction. 
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Translation 1.3 Sodot 16 98b 


qadosh that you gave this judgment, ¢ for they have shed the 
blood of the set-apart ones and the prophets like waters, and 
you gave them blood to drink, for they are worthy of ' this!” 7 
Then | heard another messenger who spoke from inside the 
temple, “Yes, Elohei Ha-Tseva'ot,* your judgments are 
righteousness.” 


s Then the fourth poured out his bowl on the sun, and it was 
given to it, to make heat for man. 9 Then men had much heat, 
and they cursed YHWH because of these plagues, but they did 
not do repentance to give him glory. 


10 Then the fifth poured out his bowl on the throne of the 
animal, and it was darkened,’ and they bit their tongues 
because of the pain.* 


11 [12] Then the sixth poured out his bowl on the river Perat,° 
and the river dried up,° to be’ a path for the kings who are at® 
the rising of the sun.’ 12 [133 And | saw that there came forth 
from the mouth of the dragon and from the mouth of the 
animal and from the mouth of the false prophet, three unclean 
creeping things like frogs. 13 14; And these are the spirits of 
Ha-Satan, doing signs and wonders, and they go to the kings 


1 Or “they deserve this!” 

2 Meaning “Elohim of the armies.” Hebrew: "M8237 75x". 
3 Or “and darkened it.” 

4 Or “suffering.” 

> Hebrew name for ‘Euphrates.’ 

© Or “and dried up the river.” 

’ Or possibly ‘that there could be.’ 

8 Or “from.” 

° Hebrew way of saying “east.” 
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Translation 1.3 Sodot 17 99b 


of the earth and to all the world, to gather them to war for the 
day of YHWH the Mighty.' 14,15) (“Look! | will come like a thief, 
and blessed are those who do not sleep, but keeps himself that 
he does not walk naked without clothes, that his nakedness be 
not uncovered.”) 15,16] And he gathered them to a place which 
is called in the Hebrew tongue, Har-Megidon.? 


16 [17] Then the seventh poured out his bowl in the air, and 
there came a voice from the throne, and said, “This is over!” 17 
jis) And there were voices and thunders and lightnings, and an 
earthquake which had never happened before — 18,19} and of 
the great city was made three parts, and the cities of the 
nations fell. And the great city Bavel? was remembered before 
YHWH, to give her the cup with the wine of his burning anger. 
1920) And all the mountains and hills fled, and were seen no 
more. 20 [21] And great hail fell on man from the heavens, and 
they blasohemed YHWH because of the plague of the hail. 


17: 1 Then one of the seven messengers who had the seven 
bowls came and spoke with me and said, “Come, and you will 
be shown‘ the judgment of the great harlot who sits over? 
much waters, 2 with whom$® the kings of the earth and those 
whom she had made drunk with her wine, have committed 
adultery.” 


1 Or “Majestic.” 

2 Or “the mountain Megidon.” 

3 Hebrew name for ‘Babylon.’ 

4 Or “and there will appear to you.” 

> Hebrew idiom meaning ‘rules over’ or ‘reigns over.’ 
© Lit. “and with her.” 
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Translation 1.3 Sodot 17 100b 


3 So he brought me into the wilderness, and | saw the woman 
who sat on the animal whose appearance was like the 
appearance of lilies, and was full of names of blasphemy, and 
he had seven heads and ten horns. 4 And the woman was 
clothed with red garments with the appearance of lilies, and 
upon her there was much gold and goodly’ stones and pearls,” 
and there was a golden cup? in her hand, full of uncleanness.* 
s And on her forehead was written the name of the secret° of 
the great city Bavel, the mother of the harlots and 
uncleanness® of the earth. 6 And | saw that the woman drank’ 
of the blood of the set-apart ones, and of the blood of the 
testimony of Yeshua. And | had a great amazement® when | 
saw her. 


7 Then the messenger said to me, “Because of what do you 
have amazement? | want to tell you the secret of the woman 
and of the animal which she sits upon, and because of what? 
he has seven heads and ten horns. gs The animal which you saw, 
was, but is not, and will come again from the Deep, (but he will 
go to She’ol).'° Then the men of the earth will be amazed about 


1 Or “precious.” 

Or “jewels.” 

3 See Jer. 51:7. 

4 Plural in Hebrew. 

> Or “mystery.” 

© Plural in Hebrew. 

7 Or “was drinking.” 

8 Meaning “I was greatly amazed when | saw her.” 

° Or “for what reason.” 

10 The place of the dead. To learn more about the Biblical definition of 
She’ol, see: Gen. 37:35, Num. 16:30-33, 1Sam. 2:6, Is. 14:9-15, Eze. 
31:15-25, Jonah 2:3, etc. 
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* Abbreviation for “5 Sy 5N”. 


Translation 1.3 Sodot 17 101b 


him, when they see the animal who was, and is not, although 
he is.! 


9 And here is a word which needs insight and wisdom and 
understanding: the seven heads are seven mountains which 
the woman sits upon,’ 10; and these are seven [kings]. 10 And 
of them, five are fallen and another is, but the second? is not 
yet, and when he comes, he must be for a little time. 11 And 
the animal which was and is not, this is the eighth, and he is of 
the seven, and goes to She’ol. 12 And the ten horns which you 
saw are ten [kings] who have not yet received the kingdom, 
but they will rule like kings with the animal for’ a little time. 13 
And they have one plan, and they will give their power and 
their strength to the animal. 14 And they will make war with the 
Lamb, but the Lamb will overcome them, for he is the Adon of 
the adonim,° and the King of the kings, and with him are the 
chosen ones and the faithful ones.” 


1 In the Hebrew Bible an animal not only represents a specific kingdom, 
but also its leader / king (See Daniel chapters 7 & 8). Thus the animal 
“who was and is not although he is,” is easily understood: The leader of 
this kingdom had already died by the time John wrote the book of 
Revelation. So he was (had existed / lived), and then he died (is not), 
but yet his spirit is in “the Deep” and he will “come again from the 
Deep” and live again, temporarily resurrected from the dead. This will 
amaze just about everyone in the world! 

* Hebrew idiom meaning ‘rules over’ or ‘reigns over’ — could also mean 
“dwells on.” 

3 |.e. ‘the second’ of the last two of the seven kings. 

* Lit. “over.” 

° Or “the Lord of lords.” 
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Translation 1.3 Sodot 18 102b 


1s And he said to me, “The waters which you saw, which the 
harlot sits over, are peoples and crowds and nations. 16 And 
the ten horns which you saw on the animal, they will be haters’ 
of the harlot, and they will make a desolation of her, and will 
eat her flesh, and with fire they will burn her. 17 For YHWH gave 
it in their heart to do his will by giving her riches to the animal 
until the word of YHWH is completed.? 1s And the woman 
which you saw is the great city, which reigns over all the kings 
of the earth." 


18: 1 aosy) And after this | saw another messenger descending 
from the heavens, and he had power and great strength, and 
the earth shone with his light.* 2 And he cried out with all his 
power and said, “Fallen, fallen has the great city Bavel!* And it 
became a dwelling of satans,° and to hide all the unclean ones 
of the birds and creeping things. 3 For all of them have drunk 
of her wine, and the kings of the earth have committed 
fornication with her, and all the merchants have become rich 
by [her]® great desires.”” 


1 Synonym of “enemies.” 

2 Or “fulfilled.” 

3 Or possibly ‘and he illuminated the earth with his light.’ 

4 See Is. 21:9. 

° The Hebrew word ‘satan’ literally means “adversary.” If ‘satan’ has the 
article it is normally used as a title (and is transliterated as ‘Ha-Satan’); 
however satan (without the article) is used for ‘enemy’ or as a synonym 
of ‘demon.’ 

® Lit. “their,” but in context this most likely refers to the inhabitants of 
the city Bavel. 

7 Or “lusts.” 


103a re? IT Transcript 1.3 


7D (8) TOD INS TON) Dw INN DID onyne , 
Ss pal mpmny oD many Sawa my wayms gow 
pow) a> wy wy Two) ms orn ma awn 
S25) 7NINT WwW), mwye cps ovbas Sao mb 
Syne xyooD oy o> wy ato oyD mnNN Ins 
Son 85 ops owt wp5s ms 5) m5 ox mad. 
“eT MOT INN ara ommmps xa mt Sawa, 
DIDwow AIT PINT oy oD AwN ws opr aya 
DNS Ty miriwyw yas onde Sy yonw , TmIN 

TDN 93509 DIT PNY) TOT 1g WNT wy ASIN 


* For the use of “Nn” instead of “*”, see note on chapter 1:7. 
* For the use of “Nn” instead of “*”, see note on chapter 1:7. 


Translation 1.3 Sodot 18 103b 


4 Then | heard another voice from the heavens, and he' said, 
“Go out of her my people, that they* be not punished with her 
because of her iniquities!? 5 For her iniquities reach unto the 
heavens, and YHWH, he will remember her!* 6 And as she did, 
do? to her! And reward® her double, two-double, according to 
her works!’ 7 And as she exalted herself and walked after her 
desires® — according to this make torments for her, for she 
thinks in her heart, ‘| am a queen, and | will not be a widow, 
and | will not see any suffering.’”° s But because of this [her] "’ 
sufferings will come in one day'* — the death and the suffering 
and the hunger, and she will be burned with fire, for mighty is 
Ha-Adon YHWH who will judge her. 


9 And the kings of the earth who committed fornication with 
her will be astonished over her, when they see the smoke of 
the fire. 19 And they will stand far away because of terror and 


1 Or possibly “it.” 

* Hebrew can switch from second to third person etc. without actual 
change of subject. This is often eliminated by Greek translation, and 
some English translations also follow the Greek rendition. See e.g. Ps. 
145:12 (compare verses 11 & 13), Ps. 81:17[16], Is. 10:12. 

3 See Jer. 51:6. 

4 Or “it.” 

> Plural imperative. 

© Singular imperative. 

7 Alt. translation for verse 6: “And as she did, do to her and repay her! 
Double it two-double according to her works!” 

8 Or “lusts.” 

° Or “pain.” 

10 See Is. 47:7-8. 

11 Lit. “their,” but in context this most likely refers to the inhabitants of 
the city Bavel. 

12 Compare Is. 47:9. 
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* Margin reads “13°” — in different script than main text. 
: Margin reads “132°” — in different script than main text. 


Translation 1.3 Sodot 18 104b 


will say, ‘Woe! And alas! The great city Bavel! Your destruction 
came suddenly!’ 


11 And the merchants will weep and hiss over you, for no one 
will buy merchandise from them anymore. 12 The merchandise 
of gold and silver and goodly' stones and pearls? and fine linen 
and all kinds of wood and a//°? kinds of vessels of silver and 
iron and tin and lead. 13 And wine and oil and white bread* and 
wheat and cattle and sheep and horses and calves and souls 
of man. 14 And the fruit? which was to satisfy your spirit,° went 
away from you, and all the esteemed things’ went away from 
you® and you will not find them? anymore."° 


1s And the merchants who sold these things to her will stand 
far away and weep over her, 16 and say, ‘Woe! And alas! — The 
great city Bavel, which was clothed with fine linen and with 


1 Or “precious.” 

? Or “jewels.” 

3 Understood from preceding part of the verse. (Called gapping, 
commonly found in the Hebrew Tanach). 

“ Could also mean “fine flour.” 

> Plural in Hebrew. 

® More literally, “to satisfy the spirit for you.” 

’ Or possibly ‘important ones.’ 

8 Understood from first part of the verse. (Called gapping, commonly 
found in the Hebrew Tanach). 

° Gapped, see above note. 

1° Or “again.” 
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: Margin “J7)pi3” — in different script than main text. 
* Crossed-out word. 
° Margin reads “M3 Oy” — in different script than main text. 


Translation 1.3 Sodot 18 105b 


gold and with goodly’ stones and pearls!* 17 — For in one hour? 
everything is laid waste!’ 


Your merchandise and your mariners and your rope-men,* 
those who repair your breaches” and those who trade your 
merchandise and all the men of your war®’ will stand far away 
— 18 and they will cry out when® they see the smoke and say, 
‘Who was like this? great city!’ 19 And they will cast dust on 
their heads, '° both crying out and weeping and mourning and 
saying, ‘Woe! Woe to the great city Bavel! For by her were 
made rich, all the merchants who had ships in the sea — 
through her merchandise - and now in one hour" everything 
is laid waste!’ 


20 Rejoice over her, o heavens and his set-apart ones and his 
prophets! — For YHWH has avenged their vengeance" against 
her!" 


21 Then one messenger took a great stone like a millstone, and 
cast it into the sea and said, “So will Bavel sink, and will rise up 


1 Or “precious.” 

2 Or “jewels.” 

3 Often has the meaning “moment.” 

4 Or “pilots” or “sailors.” 

> Or “ship seams.” 

® Meaning “all your soldiers.” 

7 Verse 17b is quoted from Eze. 27:27. 
8 Lit. “in the hour that.” 

? Lit. “the.” 

10 See Eze. 27:30. 

11 Often has the meaning “moment.” 
2 Margin reads “the vengeance of the people” — in different script than 
main text. 
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* Abbreviation for “> 5”, 


Translation 1.3 Sodot 19 106b 


no more!' 22 And there will no more be heard in her, the voice 
of joy and the voice of gladness, the voice of a bridegroom 
and the voice of a bride, nor any crafts-vessel from the crafts- 
masters? — also the sound of millstones will no more be heard 
in you,* 23 neither will the light of a light-source* shine in you” 
anymore! — For your merchants were princes over the earth, 
for by your sorceries all the nations were deceived.° 24 And in 
her was found the blood of the set-apart ones and prophets, 
and of all those who were killed on the earth.” 


19: 1 And after this | heard a voice of a great crowd, who said, 
“Hallelu-Yah!’ Both honor and might and glory be to YHWH 
our Adon! 2 For righteousness and truth? is his judgment — for? 
he judged the great harlot who corrupted the earth with her 
fornication, and he avenged the blood of his servant"’ from 
her!" 


3 Then they said again, “Hallelu-Yah! And her'' smoke goes up 
from generation to generation!"4 So the twenty-four elders 


1 Verse 21b is a direct quote from Jer. 51:64. 

* Could be paraphrased as, ‘any equipment of the experts.’ 

3 See Jer. 25:10. 

* Possibly plural, lit. “the light source(s).” 

° Understood from preceding verse. (Called gapping, commonly found 
in the Hebrew Tanach). 

© Or possibly ‘they deceived all the nations.’ 

’ Lit. “Praise Yah!” — Yah is a shortened form of Yahweh. 

8 Or “faithfulness.” 

? Lit. “that.” 

10 Collectively refers to YHWH’s people. See e.g. Is. 41:9, 44:1, 44:2, 
44:21, 45:4, 49:3, Jer. 30:10, 46:27-28, Eze. 28:25, 37:25, Luke 1:54 etc. 
™ Lit. “the.” 
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‘This phrase was altered to read “o°192) DwPD ban” — in different 
script than main text. 


Translation 1.3 Sodot 19 107b 


and the four living creatures fell down and prayed to YHWH 
who sits on the throne, and they said, “Amein! Hallelu-Yah!” 


5 Then a voice went out from the throne, “Hallelu-Yah! Praise 
o servants of YHWH, praise the name of YHWH,' even those 
who fear before him, both the small ones and great ones!" ¢ 
And | heard a voice like the voice of a great crowd, and like the 
sound of great waters, and like great voices,* which said, 
“Hallelu-Yah! — For YHWH overcame! 7 Let us be glad and give 
him honor, for the time of the wedding of the Lamb has come, 
and his wife is prepared!”* gs And it was given to her to be 
clothed in fine linen, pure and good and beautiful. 


9 Then he said to me, “Blessed are those whom he calls to eat 
the feast* with the Lamb.” And he said to me, “These are the 
words of YHWH in truth.”° 10 So | fell to his feet to pray to him, 
but he said to me, “Look, do not do /t! | am your fellow, and 
of your brothers, even of those who have the testimony of 
Yeshua. Do your prayer to YHWH.” 


11 Then | saw that the heavens were opened, and | saw a white 
horse. And he® who sat on it, his name was Faithful’ and Truth, 
and he judges with righteousness. 12 And his eyes were like a 


1 Quoted from Ps. 113:1. 

? Or “thunders.” 

3 Or “made ready.” 

* Lit. “evening meal” but means “feast.” 

> Meaning “These are truly the words of YHWH.” 
© Lit. “this one,” but means ‘he’ or ‘him.’ 

” Or “Faithful One.” 
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Translation 1.3 Sodot 19 108b 


flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns,' and a name 
was written on him,* but no one knew it except he himself. 13 
And he was clothed with a garment on which blood was 
sprinkled,*? and his name was the Word* of YHWH. 


14 And all the armies of the heavens went after him, on horses 
of white, and they were all clothed with garments of fine white 
linen. 15 And a double-edged sword went out of his mouth, to 
smite the nations with it, and he will lead them with a rod of 
iron and will punish the grapes? of the earth in equity with the 
burning anger of YHWH. 16 And a name was written on his 
garment, “King of kings and Adon of adonim." 


17 Then | saw a messenger standing by the sun, and he cried 
out with a great voice and said to all the birds which are under 
the heavens, “Come, gather all of you to the feast® of my great 
Elohim! 1s That you may eat the flesh of the kings and the 
princes, and the flesh of mighty warriors, and the flesh of 
horses and of those who ride on them, and the flesh of the 
small ones and great ones and of slaves and freed ones!” 


1 Or “turbans” — Hebrew idea of ‘crown’ is not the same as in English. 
See Lev. 8:9. 

2 Compare verse 16. 

3 Or “spattered.” 

4 Hebrew “712°” (dibbur). 

> Compare 14:18-19. It seems the grapes are YHWH’s enemies who 
gather together against him for war. (Chapter 16:11[12]-15[16] 
mentions the gathering of the armies, and here in chapter 19:19-21 we 
read of Yeshua’s victory over his enemies). 

© Lit. “evening meal” but means “feast.” 
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* Crossed-out word. 

* Crossed out and replaced with “>"n” — in different script than main 
text. 

* Crossed-out letters. 

* Abbreviation for “1 Sy”, 

> Altered to “1307” — in different script than main text. 


Translation 1.3 Sodot 20 109b 


19 And | saw that the animal and the kings of the earth 
gathered their camps to make war with him' who sits on the 
horse, and with his camps.’ 20 Then the animal was captured, 
with the false prophet — who did the signs before him in order 
to deceive those who took the sign of the animal and prayed 
to him — and they were cast into She’ol, which burns with 
sulfur. 21 And the others were killed by the sword of him? who 
sits on the horse, which went out of his mouth, coor) and all the 
animals of the field* were satisfied with their flesh. 


20: 1 And | saw a messenger descending from the heavens, and 
he had the key of the Deep, and in his hand was a great chain. 
2 And he took the dragon, who is Ha-Satan, and bound him for 
a thousand years. 3 And he cast him into the Deep, and he was 
shut in,° and sealed from above, that he would not be able to 
seduce the nations until thousand years were completed, and 
after this he will be freed a little time. 


4 Then | saw thrones,® and they sat on them, and it was given 
to them to judge’ those who believe and bear witness about 


1 Lit. “this one,” but means ‘he’ or ‘him.’ 

2 Crossed out and replaced with “armies” — in different script than main 
text. 

3 Lit. “this one,” but means ‘he’ or ‘him.’ 

4 Hebrew idiom meaning ‘wild animals.’ 

° Crossed out and replaced with “he shut him” — in different script than 
main text. 

® Or “seats.” 


7 This does not mean that believers will be condemned but that justice 
will be done to them, and that they will be rewarded according to their 


works. See e.g. Dan. 7:9 and 7:22, Mat. 19:28, Luke 22:30, 1Cor. 4:5. 
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‘ Margin reads “DN” — in different script than main text. 


Translation 1.3 Sodot 20 110b 


Yeshua, and those who did not take the sign of the animal on 
their foreheads, and did not pray to him or to his image. And 
these lived, and ruled with Yeshua fora thousand years, 5 (but 
the other dead ones did not rise until the thousand years were 
finished), and this is the first resurrection. 


6 Blessed is he who has a part in the first resurrection, for over 
them there is no power of the last' death, but they will be 
priests to YHWH and his Mashiach, and they will rule with him, 
a thousand years. 


7 But after a thousand years, Ha-Satan will be delivered from 
his captivity.* s Then he will go® to deceive the nations on the 
four ends* of the earth, and Gog and Magog,” to gather his 
army® to come to war. (And their number is like the sand of the 
Sea.) 


9 And they trampled’ over the breadth of the earth, and 
surrounded the armies of the set-apart ones, and the beloved 
city. Then fire fell from the heavens and burned them up. 10 
And Ha-Satan who seduced them was cast into the fire of Ha- 
She’ol, where the animal and the false prophet are, and they 


1 Or “latter” or possibly ‘second.’ 

* Margin reads “fetters” — in different script than main text. 
3 Or “he went.” 

“ Or possibly ‘quarters.’ 

> See Ezekiel chapters 38-39. 

© Or possibly “their armies.” 

7 Or possibly ‘ran’ or ‘marched.’ 
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* Crossed-out letters. 


Translation 1.3 Sodot 21 111b 


will be afflicted’ day and night from everlasting and unto 
everlasting.’ 


11 Then | saw a great throne which was white, and him who sat 
on it. And from before him the heavens and earth fled away, 
but no place was found for them. 12 And | saw the dead ones 
— that the great ones and the small ones of them stood before 
YHWH. And the scrolls were opened, also another scroll was 
opened, and this is the scroll of life, to judge the dead ones 
according to what is written in the scrolls, even according to 
their works. 


13 And the sea emptied out the dead ones who were in it, and 
death* and Ha-She’ol gave the dead ones who were in it* - 
and they were judged, every one according to his deeds. 14 
Then the death and Ha-Gei-Hinnom were cast into fire, and 
this is the last? death. 15 And if one was not found written in 
the scroll of the life, he was cast into the fire. 


21: 1 Then | saw new heavens and a new earth, for the first 
heavens and earth had perished, also the first® sea was no 


1 Or “tormented”. 

2 A Hebrew idiom which often means “forever and ever” — see e.g. Jer. 
7:7, 25:5, 1Chr. 16:36, Neh. 9:5, Ps. 41:13, 103:17, 106:48. 

3 Crossed out and replaced with “and also” — in different script than 
main text. 

“ Understood from first part of the verse. (Called gapping, commonly 
found in the Hebrew Tanach). 

> Or “latter” or possibly ‘second.’ 

© Probably gapped (implied by context). John is not necessarily saying 
that the new earth has no sea, but rather that the first heaven and 
earth passed away, even the [first] sea was no more. 
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Translation 1.3 Sodot 21 112b 


more. 2 And | Yochanan saw the set-apart city, the new 
Yerushalayim,' descending from the heavens to the earth, and 
it was adorned? like a wife who is adorned before her husband. 


3 And | heard a great voice from the throne which said, “Look! 
The tabernacle of YHWH is with man, and he will be Elohim to 
them, and they will be a people to him!? 4 And YHWH Elohim 
will wipe off the tears from all faces,* and the death will no 
longer reign, neither any suffering? or outcries or affliction, for 
the former has passed by!” 


s And he® who sat on the throne said, “Look! | made everything 
new!” Then he said to me, “Write, for these words are truth!” 6 
Then he said to me, “It is all over, | am the first and the last, the 
beginning and the end, and | will give the thirsty living waters, 
for free! 7 Whosoever overcomes will be possessor of all, and | 
will be Elohim to him, and he will be a son to me. gs However, 
to those who do not believe, and to murderers and to 
fornicators and to sorcerers and to liars, | will give their reward 
from the fire of Ha-She’ol which burns with fire and sulfur, and 
this is the second death.” 


9 Then there came to me one of the seven messengers, who 
had in their hand the bowls full of the seven last plagues, and 
he said to me, “Come and see the wife, the bride of the Lamb!” 


1 Hebrew name for ‘Jerusalem.’ 

* Or “decorated.” 

3 Compare Eze. 37:26-27. 

* Quoted from Is. 25:8. 

> Or “pain.” 

® Lit. “this one,” but means ‘he’ or ‘him.’ 
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* Altered to “nya” in different script than main text. Margin reads 
“yar” — in different script than main text. 


Translation 1.3 Sodot 21 113b 


10 So he led me onto a mountain which was great and high, 
and showed me the great city, the set-apart city Yerushalayim, 
descending from the heavens to the earth. 11 And the glory of 
YHWH was upon! it, and its light-source was like the goodly” 
stone which is called jasper.” 


12 And it had a great wall and twelve gates; and at the gates 
were twelve messengers, and the twelve names‘ of the twelve 
tribes of Yisrael. 13 At the east were three gates, and at the west 
three, and at the north three, and at the south three. 14 And 
the wall of the city had twelve foundations,” and on them were 
written the names of the twelve sent ones of the Lamb. 


15 And he® who spoke with me had a reed of gold in his hand, 
to measure with it the city and the wall and the gates. 16 And 
the city lay as a square,’ and its length was the same as its 
width, and he measured the city with the reed, twelve 
thousand [stretches]® of field, and its length and its width and 
the height of the city’ are the same. 


1 Or “over.” 

Or “precious.” 

3 Or possibly ‘jade.’ The exact identification of many precious stones is 
debated. 

4 Prepositional phrase understood from preceding part of the verse. 
(Called gapping, commonly found in the Hebrew Tanach). Implied 
meaning: ‘and upon / above the gates, were the twelve names...’ 

° Or “foundation walls.” 

® Lit. “this one,” but means ‘he’ or ‘him.’ 

7 Or “lay square” or “lay squared.” 

8 Or “distances of land.” 

° Or “the length and width and height of the city.” 
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Translation 1.3 Sodot 21 114b 


17 And its walls were a hundred and forty-four cubits, 
according to the measure of man' which the messenger had. 
18 (106v) And the wall was of jasper,? and the city of pure gold. 
19 And the foundations of the wall — even of the city — were 
decorated with goodly’ stones: the first foundation was a 
jasper,* the second sapphire,’ and the third [chalcedony],° the 
fourth turquoise,’ 20 and the fifth ruby,® and the sixth 
carnelian,’ and the seventh crystal,'° and the eighth topaz, "' 
and the ninth chrysolite,'’*? and the tenth agate, and the 
eleventh jacinth, and the twelfth [amethyst].'° 


21 And the twelve gates were of pearls, '* and every gate was of 
one pearl.'° And the plains"® of the city were of pure gold, like 


1 Or “human measure.” 

? Or possibly ‘jade.’ The exact identification of many precious stones is 
debated. 

3 Or “precious.” 

“ Or possibly ‘jade.’ The exact identification of many precious stones is 
debated. 

° Or, a special kind of sapphire called ‘lapus lazuli.’ 

© Or possibly ‘agate’ — Ms. reads ‘qalqidonir in a foreign language.’ 

” Or possibly ‘malachite’ or ‘garnet.’ 

8 Or possibly ‘sardius.’ 

° Or possibly ‘onyx.’ 

10 Hebrew: “anomx” (achlamah) — see chapter 22:1, which indicates that 
"anon" is not a red or brown Jasper as is commonly believed. 

1 Or possibly ‘beryl’ or ‘chrysolite.’ 

2 Or possibly ‘topaz.’ The exact identification of many precious stones is 
debated. 

13 Ms. reads ‘is called ametist in a foreign language.’ 

14 Or “jewels.” 

15 Or “jewel.” 

16 Or “open places,” or possibly “streets.” 
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Translation 1.3 Sodot 22 115b 


pure glass. 22 And | did not see the house of prayer in it, for 
YHWH Tseva‘ot was the house of their sanctuary,' and the 
Lamb. 


23 And the city does not need the light from the sun or the 
moon,? for the glory of YHWH is a light-source for them, and 
its? light is the Lamb. 24 And the set-apart peoples? will walk in 
this light, and the kings of the earth will bring their wealth into 
it.° 25 And your gates will be open continually, day and night 
they will not be shut,® for there will not be night.’ 26 And they 
will bring into it, glory and honor from the nations. 27 But no 
stranger will come near® to him,’ only those whose name is 
written in the scroll of life. 


22: 1 Then he showed me a stream which was full of living 
waters, and it was pure like crystal,'° coming out of the throne 
of YHWH and the Lamb. 2 And in the midst" of the plains, '’ 


1 The presence of YHWH will sanctify the whole city and the whole city 
will be YHWH’s tabernacle / temple with man (see verses 1-3). 

* See Is. 60:19-20. 

3 Lit. “her,” referring to the city, which is feminine in Hebrew. 

4 Or “nations.” 

> Compare Is. 60:5 & 60:11. 

© Mostly quoted from Is. 60:11. 

’ Meaning, there will be no ‘darkness’ in the city, even at night time. 

8 Or “approach.” 

° Probably refers to YHWH, could also possibly refer to the city. (‘City’ is 
occasionally referred to as masculine in Hebrew). 

10 Hebrew: “anomx” (achlamah) — see chapter 22:1, which indicates that 
"anon" is not a red or brown Jasper as is commonly believed. 

1! Or possibly ‘among.’ 

12 Or “open places,” or possibly “streets.” 
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even' beside the stream, there grew up on its bank — on this 
side and on that side — every tree of food, even the tree of 
life. And on it were twelve kinds? of fruit, and its fruit was for 
food, and its foliage for healing.’ 


3 And there will be no more destruction, but the throne of 
YHWH and the Lamb will dwell in it,° and his servants will serve 
him. 4 And they will see his face, and his name will be written 
on their foreheads. s And in it® the sun will no more be for light 
by day, neither for brightness will the moon shine for you,’ but 


1 Or possibly ‘and.’ 

* This verse is mostly quoted from Eze. 47:12. Hebrew often uses 
singular for plural (collective), so there is no indication that there will be 
only one tree of life. (See also Eze. 47:7). 

3 This does not indicate that one tree bears twelve kinds of fruit, but 
that the “tree of life” collectively refers to “every tree of food.” Among 
the many different kinds of trees, fresh fruit will be produced every 
month. Trees bear fruit after their kind! One tree does not bear more 
than one kind of fruit (Gen. 1:11-12). 

“ For easier understanding in English, the Hebrew collective use can be 
translated as plural (Most English translations do that with Eze. 47:12). 
“And among the plains, even besides the stream, there grew up all 
kinds of fruit trees — on both sides of its banks — namely, the trees of 
life. And on them were twelve kinds of fruit, and their fruit was for food, 
and their foliage for healing.” 

> Lit. “her” — referring to the city. YHWH’s throne in the city will cause it 
to be the ‘Temple’ (YHWH’s tabernacle with men). See chapter 21:3, 
which indicates that the New Jerusalem and the Tabernacle of YHWH 
are synonyms. See also Eze. 43:7 — the river of life flows from 
underneath the Temple. 

© Lit. “her” — referring to the city, which is feminine in Hebrew. 

7 Could also be translated: “And in it the sun will no more be for light by 
day, and for brightness; neither will the moon shine for you...” 
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* For the use of “N” instead of “’”, see note on chapter 1:7. 
* Abbreviation for “72 D3”. 
* Abbreviation for “72 D3”. 
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YHWH will be an eternal light for you, and your Elohim will be 
your’ glory.* 


6 Then he said to me, “These words are truth, and YHWH 
Tseva’ot sent his messengers to show his servants what will 
happen soon.”? 


7 “Look! | will come with haste!” — So, blessed is he who 
believes the words of the prophecy which is written in this 
scroll. g And | Yochanan heard and saw all these things, and 
when | had heard and seen this | fell to the earth and prayed 
to the messenger who showed me this. 9 But he said to me, 
“Look! Do not do this! — For | am also of your company and 
your* brothers the prophets, and of those who establish the 
words of this scroll. Do your prayer to YHWH.” 


10 Then he said to me, “Do not seal up the vision of this scroll, 
for the time is near.” 11 Whosoever is evil, he will be so all the 
time; whosoever is unclean will also be so; but whosoever is 
faithful will be so all the time; and whosoever is set-apart, also 
just like this.” 


1 Lit. “as your glory” or “for your glory.” 

* Verse 5 is mostly quoted from Is. 60:19. 

3 Lit. “at near” — the Biblical meaning of ‘soon’ or ‘near’ is not always 
what we expect. See e.g. Is. 13:22, stating that Babylon’s destruction is 
near, yet Babylon was only destroyed generations later, and the 
ultimate fulfillment is still future! (Rev. 17-19). 

“ Understood from preceding part of the verse. (Called gapping, 
commonly found in the Hebrew Tanach). 

> Lit. “the time is at near” — see note on verse 6. 
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The preposition “79” can mean “in,” “into,” “toward,” etc. See e.g. Lev. 
4:17, Lev. 14:16, Pro. 5:18, Lam. 1:20, Gen. 13:11. 
* Truncated form of “ON31’, compare verse 19. 
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12 “And look! | will come with haste, to reward' every man 
according to his work! 13 | am the first and the last, the 
beginning and the end! i4 Blessed are they who do his 
commandments, that they may have part* in the tree of life, 
and be pure to walk in the city. 15 For the dogs and the 
sorcerers and the harlots and the murderers and the liars stay 
outside. 16 | Yeshua sent my messengers’ to show this to the 
assembly. Even | am the root of the families of Dawid! 


17 Both the Ruach and the bride — say ‘Come’!* And whosoever 
hears, let him say, ‘Come!’ And whosoever thirsts, ‘Come to the 
living waters! And drink without money? and without price!’® 


1s But | testify to all who hear the prophecy of this scroll, that 
[if] one will add any’ words to it, YHWH will add to him the 
plagues which are written in this scroll, 19 and if anyone will 
diminish any® words from this scroll, YHWH will blot out his 
name from the scroll of life.” 2. And thus says he who testifies 
this, “Yes, | will come with haste!” Amein! Yes, come Adon 
Yeshua! 


21 [he steadfast love of our Adon Yeshua Ha-Mashiach be with 
you all, amein! 


1 Or “repay.” 

? Or “a share.” 

3 Compare verse 6. 

4 Or “And the Ruach and the Bride say, ‘Come!’ 

> Lit. “silver,” in Biblical times money was mostly made of silver. 
® Compare Is. 55:1. 

7 Or “some.” 

8 Or “some.” 
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Introduction 


The Epistle of James (Ya‘aqov) was specifically addressed to 
the twelve dispersed tribes of Israel — not to the Gentiles! 


James 1:1: “Ya‘agov' a servant of YHWH and Adon* 
Yeshua® Ha-Mashiach,* to the twelve tribes which are 
scattered into all the places: firstly, joy!"*° 


Did these dispersed Israelites only read Greek, or did they also 
read Hebrew? 


The Hebrew Bible was kept in use throughout the world 
wherever the Jews were dispersed.’ Even if some people did 
not understand Hebrew, at Synagogue they would still read 
from the Hebrew Bible first. After a verse of Hebrew scripture, 
a translation of the applicable verse was also read to help 


1 The Hebrew name for ‘James’. 

* The Hebrew word for ‘lord’ or ‘master’. 

3 The Hebrew name for ‘Jesus.’ 

“ Or ‘the Messiah.’ 

> Jas. 1:1, translated from CUL Oo.1.32. 

© All emphasis throughout introductory sections were added for clarity. 
However, in the transcript / translation section, emphasis in English 
translation reflects emphasis in Hebrew text. 

” See e.g. J. F. Elwolde, “Hebrew, Biblical and Jewish,” in Encyclopedia of 
Language and Linguistics, ed. K. Brown, Netherlands: Elsevier Ltd, 
2006, p.483-4: “...until its 20th-century revitalization... Hebrew survived 
as a language spoken and written... in most diaspora communities in 
synagogue worship and religious texts.” 
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those who were not familiar with the Hebrew Language.' The 
official Bible in the Jewish Synagogues remained the Hebrew 
Bible. 


Could it be that the Epistle of James was also originally written 
in Hebrew? If James spoke Hebrew,’ and Hebrew was used as 
the official language in synagogues throughout the diaspora, 
why would he have written the original copy in Greek? Would 
it not make more sense to expect that the Epistle of James 
would originally have been written in Hebrew? 


Are there any Hebrew manuscripts of the Epistle of James? If 
so, could such a Hebrew manuscript shed more light on the 
Original meaning of this epistle? The amazing answer is ‘Yes!’ 


We are excited to share with you a translation of a Hebrew 
manuscript of Ya’aqov which has proven to be authentic. In 
other words, from a linguistic perspective, this Hebrew copy of 
Ya’agov is not a translation from the Greek, Aramaic, or Latin 
versions. Thus it has to derive from the original Hebrew copy 
which Ya‘aqgov wrote. 


1 Mishnah Megillah chapter 4:4-10 gives detailed instructions regarding 
the reading and translating of the Tanach in Synagogue. 

See e.g. M.H. Segal, A Grammar of Mishnaic Hebrew, 1980, p. 13: 
“..What was the language of ordinary life of educated native Jews in 
Jerusalem and Judea in the period from 400 B.C.E. to 150 C.E.? The 
evidence presented by MH [Mishnaic Hebrew] and its literature leaves 
no doubt that that language was MH [Mishnaic Hebrew]. Of course, 
those educated Judeans also understood Aramaic, and used it even in 
writing, but only occasionally, and not habitually...” 
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The Greek version of Ya‘aqov is merely a translation of the 
original epistle, and Greek-Based English translations are thus 
third-hand translations at best. As a direct translation from 
Hebrew to English we hope that this translation will be a 
blessing to all who read it. 


Evidence of Authenticity 


and Interesting Readings 


Below we will discuss a few of the many intriguing differences 
between the Hebrew and Greek versions of James. These 
unique differences will also show that the Hebrew version is 
authentic, and not merely a translation from Greek, Aramaic or 
Latin. 


Quotes from the Book of Job 


The Hebrew version of James contains three direct quotes 
from the Book of Job in instances where the Greek version 
does not quote from the Old Testament at all! 


This is significant, as all standard Bible translations clearly 
mention Job in James 5:11: 


"You have heard of the endurance of Job...”' 


1 James 5:11, NASB. 
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In the Greek-based versions, this is nothing more than a once- 
off reference to Job and his troubles. But not so in the Hebrew 
version. The Hebrew version of James quotes from the Book of 
Job in chapter 1:11, 1:12 and again in 5:5! Below are the 
applicable verses: 


James 1:11 (quoted from Job 14:2): “And ‘like a flower 
he comes out, then withers — and he runs away like a 
shadow and does not remain standing.’"' 


James 1:12 (quoted from Job 5:17): “And ‘blessed is the 
man whom Eloah? chastens,? so do not refuse the 
discipline of Shaddai*’”° 


James 5:5 (quoted from Job 21:12): “...’and they 
rejoiced at the sound of a flute’”® 


Job is then mentioned by name in chapter 5:11, only after the 
theme of Job is well established. 


James 5:11 “...for you have heard of the endurance of 
‘lyov’..."° 


These quotes from Job in the Hebrew Epistle of James create 
a theme throughout the book by linking the first chapter to 


1 Jas. 1:11, translated from O0.1.32. (Quoted from Job 14:2). 
2 One of the Hebrew words for ‘God.’ 

3 Or possibly “rebukes”. 

4 Or “the Almighty”. 

° Jas. 1:12, translated from Oo.1.32. (Quoted from Job 5:17). 
® Jas. 5:3, translated from O00.1.32. (Quoted from Job 21:12). 
’ The Hebrew name for ‘Job’. 

8 Jas. 5:11, translated from Oo0.1.32. 
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the last chapter. This theme is totally absent from the Greek 
version, and also from the Latin and Aramaic translations. 


If the Hebrew version is the original, it is understandable that 
this theme could have vanished in a paraphrased and 
interpreted second-hand Greek translation. But if the Greek 
version were the original, why would this theme exist so clearly 
in the Hebrew version? 


This theme, supported by three direct quotes from the Book 
of Job, is clear evidence that this Hebrew version of James is 
authentic, and it also places more emphasis on the authority 
of the Tanach than the Greek version. 


Hebrew keyword repetition 


Another theme in the Hebrew version of Ya‘aqov is “joy.” The 
Hebrew word for “joy” is “TW” (Simchah), and occurs four 
times in the first two chapters, starting with chapter one verse 
one! 


James 1:1 “...firstly, joy!" 


James 1:2 “...consider it as joy when you fall into a 
trial."" 


James 1:25 “...the law of joy...” 


James 2:12 “...you must speak and do... with joy.” 


1 Or “temptation”. 
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In the Greek and Greek-based versions, the word “joy’ occurs 
only once in the first two chapters. The Greek version seems 
to have interpreted the Hebrew word Simchah as having a 
different meaning in various passages. In James 1:1 the 
Greek version interprets “joy” as “greeting”. In 1:25 and 2:12 it 
interprets “joy” as “liberty.” Thus the theme of “joy,” which 
was repeated four times in the Hebrew James was lost in the 
Greek tradition. 


It is known that the Greek translators of the Hebrew Old 
Testament often rendered the same re-occurring Hebrew 
word with different synonyms, to break what they viewed as 
monotony.' This technique unfortunately reduces the number 
and extent of such keyword-based themes, which also aided 
in scripture memorization. 


It is very interesting that Ya’agov refers to the “law of joy” 
rather than “the law of liberty.” The Greek interpretation “law 
of liberty” is often misunderstood to mean that we are 
liberated from keeping the Torah, but neither the Hebrew 
version nor context support this view. So what does “the law 
of joy” refer to? Compare below, some verses from 
the Hebrew Tanach: 


*E.g. “...the influence of Graeco-Roman rhetoric on the Septuagint... 
The most readily noticeable and widespread is pEetaBOAN, variatio, 
"elegant variation", that is, the avoidance of repeating, within a short 
space, a noticeable word. This is a standard stylistic device likely to crop 
up in any classical or later [Graeco-Roman] writer.” —J. A. L. Lee, 
“Translations of the Old Testament, Greek,” in Handbook of classical 
rhetoric in the Hellenistic period, 330 B.C.-A.D. 400, ed. S. E. Porter, 
2001, pp. 776-777. See ibid. pp. 776-778 for examples and further 
references. 
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Psalm 119:162: “I rejoice about your word like one 
who finds a great spoil.” 


Psalm 19:8-9: “The Torah of YHWH is complete... the 
statutes of YHWH are right, they rejoice the heart.” 


Psalm 112:1: “Blessed is the man who fears YHWH, 
who delights exceedingly in his commandments.” 


Psalm 119:77: “Let your mercies come upon me for 
your Torah is my delight." 


Jeremiah 15:16: “...your word has been to me, for joy 
and for gladness of my heart...” 


Psalm 119:111: “I have inherited your testimonies for 
ever, for they are the joy of my heart.” 


It should be clear from the above examples that the “law of 
joy” referred to by Ya‘aqov is YHWH's Torah, his word and his 
statutes. Ya’aqov did not teach any liberation from the Torah, 
on the contrary — he taught obedience to the Torah. 


This is not only an interesting difference between the Hebrew 
and Greek versions, but again shows that the Hebrew version 
preserves a keyword-based theme which was lost in the 
Greek translation. 
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Inversed word order 


Changed word order is one of the frequent differences when 
comparing the original Hebrew vs. second-hand Greek 
translation of the Old Testament. Often two or more words are 
placed in a different order, but at times two phrases are also 
found in the opposite order in Greek. Below is an example:' 


Genesis 8:18: 


Hebrew Masoretic Text: “WN 13) TI N81" 


meyer 


= “Then Noach went out, and his sons, and his wife...” 


Septuagint Greek: “Kai é€A0ev Nwe kai 9 yovi] avdtod 


i'd, 


Kal Ot VIO! AVTOD 
= “Then Noah went out, and his wife, and his sons...” 


In the Hebrew version, Noah’s sons are mentioned first, but in 
the Greek version his wife is mentioned first. This was probably 


done for stylistic reasons, as there is no grammatical reason 
for the difference. 


There are similar differences between the Hebrew and Greek 
versions of the New Testament. Below we will look at two 
examples from James where the Greek version has phrases in 
a different order than the Hebrew version while there is no 


grammatical requirement for the difference: 


For further examples, see pp. 43-48. 
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James 4:12: 


00.1.32: 


“ams wie Sorw nan mw tnx 25 ws" 


= “And there is only one who gives the law, who Is able 
to punish’ and to forgive...” 


Greek Textus Receptus: “sic gotiv 6 vopo0étns, 6 
OVVALEVOS OMOAL Kai ATOAECAL’...” 


= “There is one lawgiver, who is able to save and to 
destroy...” 


James 1:13: 
00.1.32: 


ow mown ors simp > ooen ms moi xd 4" 
" InN 


"..for YHWH does not tempt man with evil, and he is 
not tempted by anyone.” 


4 


Greek Textus Receptus: “...0 yap Osd¢ dmsipactdc 
EOTLV KAKOV, TEIpaCEL SE AVTOS ODDEVA’” 


= "...for God is not tempted with evil, and he tempts 
no one.” 


Take note that these differences in order are not required by 
grammar and thus do not occur in the Greek-to-Hebrew 


1 Or “condemn”. 
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translations by e.g. Franz Delitzsch and by Salkinson / 
Ginsburg. The Aramaic and Latin versions also follow the Greek 
tradition, while this Hebrew version is unique. Thus the Hebrew 
version of James contained in Oo.1.32 does not seem to derive 
from the Greek or Greek-based versions. 


Rather, the fact that the Greek version uses a different order is 
perfectly in line with the frequent differences in word order 
between the Hebrew and the Greek versions of the Old 
Testament. This difference in word order shows that the Greek 
version of James could be a translation from the Hebrew 
version, but the Hebrew cannot be a translation from the 
Greek version. 


Verb gapping 


‘Gapping’ is a typical feature found in the Hebrew Old 
Testament as well as in other authentic Hebrew documents. 
Gapped words are understood in the Hebrew text without 
being explicitly written out. Greek translators often inserted 
these gapped words into their translations. Below we will focus 
on examples of gapping in the Hebrew James of Oo.1.32 that 
cannot be obtained from the Greek, Aramaic, or Latin versions, 
and are thus evidence of linguistic authenticity. In these 
examples, Hebrew grammar and syntax do not require 
gapping and thus the Greek-to-Hebrew translations by Franz 
Delitzsch and by Salkinson etc. do not have these words 


gapped. 
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We will now focus on verb gapping which is relatively common 
in the Hebrew Old Testament. A sentence which contains two 
or more phrases may use a verb only once, whereafter it is 
understood in the second phrase without being repeated a 
second time. Here is an example from Genesis 7:2: 


“Of all the clean animals, take for you by sevens,' a 
male and its female; and the animals which are not 
clean, [take] two, a male and its female.” 


The verb “take” is only written once in Genesis 7:2, but it is 
understood a second time and supplied in square brackets in 
the above translation — to indicate to the reader that it is not 
part of the original text. Some modern translations (e.g. the 
New Living Translation) repeat the verb “take” a second time 
in Genesis 7:2 but do not indicate that this verb was actually 
added to the text. 


Likewise, in some cases the Greek translators of the original 
Hebrew Bible also added such gapped words in their Greek 
translations. Let's consider two O.T. examples from the 
Septuagint Greek translation vs. Hebrew Masoretic Text: 


1 Kings 5:11: 
Hebrew Masoretic Text: 


OTNNT se BST pe Dp" 


TO IT 


1 Lit. “seven, seven”. 
* Gen. 7:2, translated from the Masoretic Text. 
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= “And he was wiser than all men, [he was wiser] than 
Eitan the Ezrachi” 


The words in square brackets in the above verse are not 
actually written in the Hebrew Bible, they are only understood 
by context. The Hebrew verb “ODM?” (he was wiser) is gapped 
in the second part of this verse. For easier reading and to 
remove any ambiguity, the Septuagint translators inserted or 
supplied the gapped word in their Greek translation: 


Greek Septuagint: “kai go0gioato brép MhvTAS TODG 
avOpa@novg Kai éoogioato vatp TaWav tov 
ECpaitnv...” 


= “And he was wiser than all the men, and he was wiser 
than Ethan the Ezrahite...” 


In the Septuagint Greek translation the verb for “he was wiser” 
is inserted where it is understood from the Hebrew text. The 
fact that the Hebrew version has this verb gapped while the 
Greek Septuagint has it written, clearly shows that the Hebrew 
is the original version whereas the Greek is a second-hand 
interpreted translation. 


1 Kings 2:30: 
Hebrew Masoretic Text: 
"81 INN 8S TDBT TET" 


= "...thus says the king, ‘Come out!’ Then he said, ‘No!”” 
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Based on the context of the above verse, “No” obviously 
means ‘I will not go out.’ This is also how the Septuagint 
translators interpreted this in their Greek translation! 


Greek Septuagint: “Tad Aéyet 0 Baottets "EEA 0e. Kai 
sizev IaaB OdK é&knopEdowot.,...” 


= “Thus says the king, ‘Come out!’ And Joab said, ‘I will 


not go out..." 


The Septuagint translators inserted the implied verb “go out” 
in Joab’s reply, though it originally only occurred in the first 
half of the verse. 


The fact that the verb “go out” is gapped in the Hebrew 
version, and supplied in the Greek version, clearly shows that 
the Hebrew is the original while the Greek is the interpreted 
second-hand translation. 


Now, here is a similar example when comparing the Hebrew 
vs. Greek versions of James: 


James 2:2: 
Oo.1.32: 


SD InN on ...op) owiodps ...ns Now oxo °D" 
"oops owadps 


= “For when' one enters... with lovely clothes, and also 
a poor one [enters] with worthless clothes...” 


AORNIE’, 
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The Hebrew version of James 2:2 does not repeat the word for 
“enter” a second time. It is only implied in the second half of 
the verse and is supplied in square brackets in the above 
English translation. 


The Greek translation of James repeats the word for “enters” a 
second time for simpler reading and less ambiguity: 


Greek Textus Receptus: “av yap sioéAOn sic tiv 
OVVAYMYTV DUOV AvIp... Ev EOOTTL AGUTPH, EiosAON SE 
Kai TTMYOS EV puTApPG EoOTTI,” 


= “For if there comes into your assembly a man... in 
bright clothing; and there also comes in a poor man, in 
filthy clothes...” 


The fact that the Hebrew version has this verb gapped while 
the Greek version has it supplied, is a clear indication that the 
Hebrew version is the original and the Greek version the 
interpreted second-hand translation. 


Another example is found in chapter 5:18: 
00.1.32: "POE NS PAST) Br ns Ow pny" 


= "the heavens gave their waters and the earth 
[gave] her fruit.” 


Greek Textus Receptus: “...0 obpavdc vETOv E5@xKEV Kai 
1 yt EBAGotHOEV TOV KAPTOV ADTIHS.” 


= "...the heaven gave rain and the earth produced its 
fruit.” 


135 Authenticity - James 


The second occurrence of the verb “gave” is gapped in the 
Hebrew version but supplied in the Greek version together 
with a slight interpretation. The implied Hebrew verb for 
“gave” is rendered as “produced.” Note that the verb for 
‘produced’ is also supplied (added) in the Latin and Aramaic 
versions, as well as in the Greek-to-Hebrew translations by 
Franz Delitzsch and by Salkinson / Ginsberg. 


This difference between the Hebrew and Greek-based versions 
again shows the Hebrew version to be the original, and the 
Greek version to be the interpreted second-hand translation. 
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“The number stated in brackets is the corresponding folio number of 
Oo.1.32 on which this Hebrew transcript is based. 

* The Hebrew manuscript uses an abbreviation “7” for “Own”. It was 
common practice for many scribes to write ‘Ha-Shem’ or some 
abbreviation rather than writing the full name “77°”. The fact that this 
abbreviation for ‘Ha-Shem’ really represents the name “m17"” is evident 
when the Hebrew epistle of James quotes from the Old Testament, e.g. 


Ps. 145:18: 
Hebrew Masoretic Text: “NN2 ANP Ws 559 pssp-b35 AAD ap” 


Oo0.1.32 (James 5:16) “DON ANT? Wwe bod psp 595 A ap” 


Gen. 15:6: 
Hebrew Masoretic Text: “Apts 1) Tawne m3 TENN” 


0o0.1.32 (James 2:22[23]) “Tpty 1b mawm 73 pONA” 


From the above examples it is very clear that this abbreviation “A” used 
in the Hebrew James actually represents the Name “717”. 

* Note that the “” in “O2°N319N” is merely a vowel letter and does not 
indicate the plural form. This phenomenon of an inserted vowel letter 
“s” (indicating an alternative pronunciation with ‘e-class’ vowel 
between noun and suffix) is commonly found in the Hebrew James. 


Translation 1.1 137b 


Ya’aqov 


1:1 (15say Ya‘'aqov' a servant of YHWH? and Adon? Yeshua‘ Ha- 
Mashiach,° to the twelve tribes which are scattered into® all the 
places: firstly, joy!’ 2 My beloved brothers, consider it® as joy 
when you fall into a trial.? 3 And know that your faith, '° when it 


1 The Hebrew name for ‘James.’ 

* The manuscript uses Hebrew abbreviation “7” for ‘Ha-Shem,’ which 
literally means “The Name.” Today still, many Jews will read “Ha-Shem” 
when they see the Hebrew 17°. We have replaced ‘Ha-Shem’ with 
transliterated consonants of ‘the Name’ itself: “YHWH.” As for 
pronunciation, the only grammatically possible pronunciation, from 
which all other abbreviations / contractions can be formed, is 
“Yah-weh” — with emphasis on the second syllable. For more 
information see www.HebrewGospels.com/yhwh. 

3 The Hebrew word for ‘lord’ or ‘master.’ 

“The Hebrew name for ‘Jesus.’ 

> Or “The Messiah.” The Hebrew word ‘Mashiach’ was translated into 
Greek as ‘Kristos’ but should be clearly distinguished from the Catholic 
symbolic ‘Christ.’ Literal meaning: “anointed one,” usually referring to 
someone anointed as king of Israel, or as priest or prophet. However 
when used as a name, it refers to the Son of YHWH, whom he anointed 
as the ultimate King of Israel, the Everlasting High Priest, and the 
Prophet who would speak YHWH’s words to his people — and if anyone 
disobeys him, YHWH himself will cut off that person from among his 
people. See Deu. 18:18-19. 

© Or “in.” 

7 Could mean ‘rejoice’ or ‘joy to you.’ 

8 Lit. “this.” 

° Or “temptation.” 

1° Lit. “faithfulness.” Hebrew faith is both believing and doing (being 
faithful). 
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*The “n” preformative is used several times instead of “”” with third 
person masculine imperfect verbs and the “Nn” does not affect the 
person of the verb, it only seems to place extra emphasis on the 
subject. Compare chapter 1:13, 4:7, 5:14. 

Alternative spelling for “obpna>”. A preformative ‘7’ is occasionally 
dropped in the infinitive construct even in the Tanach — see e.g. Pro. 
24:17 (“bwoay” for “bwonay”), Lam. 2:11 (“wya” for “AwyTA”). See 
also Ex. 10:3, Ex. 34:24, Deu. 31:11, Is. 1:12, Job 33:30, etc. 

* Alternative spelling for “Sbpmn>” - see note on 1:5. 

* In the Hebrew James, “18” or “T3N” is generally used instead of 
“os”. The “” or “7” at the end does not always represent a third person 
singular pronominal suffix. 

° Alternative spelling for “ANpmn>” - see note on 1:5. 


Translation 1.1 Ya’aqov 1 138b 


is complete, makes' longsuffering.* 4 But the longsuffering 
must be unto the end, so that you may be with fullness® and 
nothing be lacking from you. 


s But if there is one among you who lacks wisdom, he* must 
pray for it of YHWH, who gives to every man, and he himself 
will also give it to him.° 6 But he must pray in faith,° and not in 
doubting; for whosoever is doubtful, he’ is like a pair of 
balances® on the sea. 7 And this man must not think that he 
will receive anything from Ha-Adon. gs And’? he who is 
doubtful’? is without knowledge" in all his ways. 


9 But a brother who is low,” is able to boast with his 
exaltation, '* 10 while the rich one must boast with his lowness, 
for like the flower of the field he will dry up: 11 And “like a 
flower he comes out, then withers — and he runs away like a 
shadow and does not remain standing.” 12 And “blessed is 


t Or “causes.” 

2 Or “patience” or “endurance.” 

3 Or “with abundance” or “be complete.” 

* Lit. “this one,” but often means ‘he’ or ‘him.’ 
> Or possibly ‘and it will also be given to him.’ 
® Lit. “faithfulness.” 

7 Lit. “this one,” but often means ‘he’ or ‘him.’ 
8 Or “scales.” 

° Or “For.” 

10 Lit. “an owner of doubting.” 

11 Or “understanding.” 

2 Or “humble.” 

13 Lit. “height.” 

14 Or “wither.” 

15 Quoted from Job 14:2. 


139a ’N apy? Transcript 1.1 
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“The “n” preformative is used several times instead of “*” with third 
person masculine imperfect verbs and the “nN” does not affect the 
person of the verb, it only seems to place extra emphasis on the 
subject. Compare chapter 1:4, 4:7, 5:14. 

* In the Hebrew James, “13°” or “APN” is generally used instead of 
“OS”, The “"” or “7” at the end does not always represent a third person 
singular pronominal suffix. 

* Abbreviation for “4 “MN”. 

* Abbreviation for “1 Sy”. 


Translation 1.1 Ya’aqgov 1 139b 


the man whom Eloah' chastens,* so do not refuse the 
discipline of Shaddai,”* * for after the chastisements® you? will 
receive the crown of life, which YHWH promised to those who 
love him.’ 


13 But let no one say — when a temptation comes on him — “This 
comes from YHWH,” for YHWH does not tempt man with evil, 
and he is not tempted by anyone. 14 Only, everyone is tempted 
when his desire® overcomes him. 15 And afterwards, if he 
accepts the desire, it causes the sin; but the sin — when it is 
completed — causes the death. 16 Do not go astray® beloved 
brothers. 17 Every good gift comes from above, from the light 
of the Father; and with him there is no change, nor alteration 
of light and darkness. 1s And he was shown to us according to 
his will, by the word of truth, so that we can be first fruits of his 
creation. 


19 Because of this, beloved brothers, all the sons of man’? must 
be quick to listen; but not to speak and not to anger. 20 1ssp) 


1 Singular of ‘Elohim,’ and usually translated as ‘God.’ In Hebrew 
however, the word ‘luck’ or ‘fortune’ is pronounced as “gad” and 
sometimes as “god” (medieval) — see e.g. Gen. 30:10-11; Josh. 11:17; 
Isa. 65:11. Therefore we prefer to not use ‘God.’ 

? Or possibly “rebukes.” 

3 Or “the Almighty.” 

4 Quoted from Job 5:17. 

> Or “disciplines.” 

© Singular in Hebrew, thus speaking to each person individually. 

” Or possibly “are loved by him.” 

8 Or “covetousness” or “lust.” 

2 Or “err.” 

1° Or “every one of the sons of man.” 


140a ’N apy? Transcript 1.1 
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* Alternative spelling for “maw”. The lexical form is normally spelled 
“niaw” or “nw”. 


Translation 1.1 Ya’aqgov 1 140b 


For the anger of the sons of man does not do that which is 
good before YHWH. 21 [22)' But you must be of those who do 
the word and not of those who hear only — by which* they 
deceive you. 22 ,23] For if one is he who hears the word, but 
does not do /t; he? is like a man who sees himself in the mirrors 
of the serving women. ° 23 [24] For after he saw himself, he 
goes away from it, and forgets what he saw. 24 [25) But 
whosoever sees with fullness® into the law of joy, and 
establishes’ /t, and does not forget what he heard, but does® 
it, this one will be blessed in all his deeds. 


25 [26] However, if one among you thinks by himself that he 
serves YHWH, but does not keep his tongue with a bridle, but 
deceives? his heart,'° this service of'' YHWH is not good. 26 [27] 
But the pure service, without lack before YHWH the Father, is 
this: he who goes to visit the fatherless ones and the widows 
in their distresses. ' 


1 Greek inserts extra verse; verse numbers in brackets correspond to 
standard numbering in English versions translated from Greek. 

2 Lit. “which by itself, they deceive you” — could possibly mean “by 
which you are deceived.” 

3 Lit. “this one,” but means ‘he’ or ‘him.’ 

* Lit. “serving ones” (feminine plural). 

> Hebrew: "Mi8zI87 MIN7N2" — phrase quoted from Ex. 38:8. 

® Or “completeness.” 

” Or “performs.” 

8 Or “performs.” 

° Or possibly “he only deceives himself.” 

10 Meaning “himself.” 

Or “to.” 

2 Or “sufferings.” 


141a ‘a apy” Transcript 1.1 
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1 Note that a participle is sometimes used with the same / similar 
meaning as an imperative. Compare e.g. Revelation 2:13 [14], 2:14 [15], 
6:16. 


Translation 1.1 Ya’aqov 2 141b 


2:1 Beloved brothers, do not think that the faith in Yeshua Ha- 
Mashiach our Adon respects persons.' 2 For when? one arrives 
at the house of judgment, with a golden ring and with lovely 
clothes, and also a poor one with worthless? clothes; 3 and you 
show respect* to him® who wears the lovely clothes, and say 
to him, “Sit by us® on this good seat;”’ and say to the poor, 
“Stand there” or “Sit at our feet.” 4 — Then they will not look 
justly® on this poor one, but you will be judges who’ 
make a bad division."° 


5 Listen to me beloved brothers, did not YHWH choose the 
poor ones in this world, who are rich in faith, and possessors 
of the promise which he promised to those who love him?" 6 
But you, you put the poor to shame." As for the rich ones, is it 
not they who do everything to you with force, and bring you 
out to the judgment? 7 And do they not reproach and 
blasoheme the good name of he whom you yourselves call 
upon? 


1 Or “shows partiality.” 

2 Or “if.” 

3 Lit. “bad.” 

* Lit. “look upon.” 

> Lit. “this one,” but often means ‘he’ or ‘him.’ 
© Or “for us.” 

’ Or ‘in this good place.” 

8 Or “well” or “favorably.” 

° Or “you will make a bad decision / division when you judge.” 
10 Or “decision.” 

1! Or possibly “are loved by him.” 

12 Lit. “made shame for the poor one.” 


142a ‘a apy” Transcript 1.1 
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1 Note that singular passive verbs are sometimes used with plural 
subjects. Compare e.g. Gen. 10:25, Gen. 18:4, Ex. 7:25, Ex. 27:7, Josh. 
11:22, Is. 30:20, Jer. 48:41, Eze. 25:10, Eze. 26:2, 1 Chr. 26:6, etc. See 
also Revelation 6:11, 8:2, 12:18 [14], 14:18, 15:4. 

* In the Hebrew James, “1398” or “73S” is generally used instead of 
“OS”. The “9” or “7” at the end does not always represent a third person 
singular pronominal suffix. 

3 Abbreviation for “7? Sy”. 


Translation 1.1 Ya’aqov 2 142b 


s If you perform the law as it is written in the Torah,' “but you 
must love your fellow as yourself,” you do good. 9 But if you 
have respect to man, you do sin and [are convicted]* by the 
law as transgressors.° 10 For if one establishes* the whole Torah 
— all of it — but sins against one command, he is guilty of the 
whole.° 11 For he® who said, “You must not commit adultery,” 
he also said, “You must not murder." So, if you do not commit 
adultery, but you do commit murder, you transgress’ the law. 
12 Because of this, you must speak and do as those who will be 
judged by the law — with joy.® 13 But severe judgment will come 
on him who did not perform mercy;? for'® the mercy boasts 
against the judgment. 


14 And what profit is there, beloved brothers, if one says that 
he has the faith, but he does not have the works? — For this 
faith does not have the ability to sanctify him! 15 For if there is 
a brother or sister who lacks to sustain themselves every day, "' 


1 The Hebrew word ‘Torah’ means instruction. The Creator gave his 
perfect and everlasting Torah (instructions) to Mosheh. When Torah is 
used as a name, it refers to the first five books of the Bible (The 
Pentateuch), or by extension, the entire Old Testament. 

2 Or “punished” or “condemned.” 

3 Or possibly “just like the other transgressors.” 

4 Or “performs.” 

> Meaning ‘guilty of breaking the Torah as a whole’ — does not mean 
‘guilty of breaking every command in the whole Torah.’ 

® Lit. “this one,” but often means ‘he’ or ‘him.’ 

’ Lit. “pass over the law.” 

8 Meaning ‘you must joyfully speak and do as those...’ — could also 
possibly mean ‘law of joy.’ 

° Or “compassion.” 

1° Or “but.” 

1! Or “day by day.” Lit. “every day and day.” 


143a ‘a apy” Transcript 1.1 
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* Abbreviation for “72 03”. 

* Abbreviation for “1 Sy”. 

* Abbreviation for “19 Syy”, 

* Crossed out and replaced with: “>i” - in same / similar script as 
original scribe. 


Translation 1.1 Ya’aqov 2 143b 


[16] and one of you speak words of comfort to them: “May 
YHWH give you to gratification,”' — but he does not give them 
anything to profit the body, what profit will they have by these 
words? 16,17] SO the faith, if it does not have the works, is dead 
by? itself. 


17 [18] Truly, one is able to say, “You have the faith; but | have 


the works. Bear me witness of your faith with? your works; | am 


also bearing witness to you of my faith, for | have works.” 18 


t19) You,” you believe that YHWH is one — you do well; the 
satans® also believe so, and they tremble. 19 ;20} But do you 
want to know that the faith without works is dead? 20,21; Was 
not our [father] Avraham’ justified® by his works, when he 
brought his son as an offering on the altar? 21 22] And by this, 
you yourself are able to see that the faith worked with his 
works — and by the works, the faith was made complete. 22 [23] 
And by this the Torah was fulfilled? — which is said, “And 


1 Probably refers to both food and clothing etc. 

- Orin.” 

3 Or “by.” 

4 Or “also I, even by my works, bear witness to you of my faith.” 

> “You” is singular throughout this paragraph, speaking to each person 
individually. 

© The Hebrew word ‘satan’ literally means “adversary.” If ‘satan’ has the 
article it is normally used as a title (and is transliterated as ‘Ha-Satan’); 
however satan (without the article) is used for ‘enemy’ or as a synonym 
of ‘demon.’ 

7 Hebrew name for ‘Abraham.’ 

8 Or “did not Avraham justify himself.” 

* Lit. “established.” 


144a apy? Transcript 1.1 
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* Crossed-out letters. 

* Abbreviation for “1 Sy”. 

* Abbreviation for “1 Sy”. 

* Abbreviation for “1 5y”, 

° This is a Qal infinitive construct from the root “N>>”, with prefixed 
relative particle and third feminine singular pronominal subject suffix. 
° This is a Qal infinitive construct from the root “jD7” with “>” 
preposition. 

" Abbreviation for “BD 5y AN”. 

* Abbreviation for “73 *D Sy 4\N” or possibly “3D Sy AN”. 


Translation 1.1 Ya’aqgov 3 144b 


Avraham believed in YHWH, and it was reckoned to him as 
righteousness." 


23 (24) And now you’ are able to see that man is justified? by 
the? works, and not only by the faith. 24 [25] soa) And like this — 
Rachav* the harlot — was she not justified’ by the works when 
she received the spies and hid them? 25,26) For as the body 
without ruach® is dead, so the faith without works is dead. 


3:1 Beloved brothers, not every one of you must be an expert 
teacher,’ and know that the punishment will be greater.’ 2 For 
we sin in many words.” But he who does not sin in any word, ° 
he is a set-apart man, and able to [bridle] the whole body. 3 
And look,"' we lead the horses with a bridle, to lead them 
according to our will. 4 And also the ships, although they are 
great, and go by the force of the wind’ — yet" they are 


1 Plural. 

Or “justifies himself.” 

3 Or “his.” 

4 Hebrew name for ‘Rahab.’ 

> Or “did she not justify herself.” 

© The Hebrew word for “spirit,” “breath” or “wind.” 

7 Hebrew “a5 Syn” — lit. ‘a master of teaching.’ 

8 Or “exceedingly great.” 

° Or “in many things” — probably used here with a double meaning. 
10 Or “any thing” — probably used here with a double meaning. 
11 Or “behold.” 

12 Or “a strong wind.” 

13 Lit. “although it is so.” 
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* Abbreviation for “1? Sy”. 

* The root “373” is used twice as a synonym for ““Y3” in this verse. 

* Alternative spelling for “O37 N°”. The full title found in the Tanach is 
“Ain {2 No”. 

* Abbreviation for “19 Sy”, 

° Abbreviation for “mr Spy”. 


Translation 1.1 Ya’aqgov 3 145b 


guided' by a small rudder which /s in the hand of the 
messenger.” 


5 So the tongue is a small member, and makes great words. 
Look,* a small fire kindles a great forest! 6 So also the tongue 
is like an eternal fire, full of iniquity, so is the tongue among 
our members, and /t causes the whole body to sin, and 
[kindles] us in our walk, if it is [kindled] from Gei-Hinnom.* 


7 For the nature of all the animals, and the birds, and the 
serpents, which are on the dry land or in the sea, is like the 
nature of man.” g But the tongue, no man is able to [bridle], for 
it is evil and is full of the poison of death. » With the tongue 
we praise YHWH the Father, and with it we curse the man who 


1 Or “directed.” 

? Or possibly ‘which is under control of the captain.’ 

3 Or “behold.” 

* Lit. “The valley of Hinnom.” This Hebrew word is transliterated into 
Greek as ‘Gehenna,’ and is inaccurately translated as ‘Hell.’ This is a 
literal valley right next to Jerusalem ordained for future punishment. 
See Matthew 25:41-46 in the www.HebrewGospels.com version: “And 
then he will say to those who are on the left side... go into the fire of 
Gei-Hinnom, which is prepared for Ha-Satan and his messengers... And 
these will go into the fire of Gei-Hinnom, but the righteous ones will go 
into everlasting light.” To learn more about the Biblical definition of 
‘Gei-Hinnom,’ see Jer. 7:30-33, Is. 30:33, 66:24, etc. 

> Possibly means that the nature of all (i.e. the greatest majority of) 
animals allows them to be taught and trained just like humans can be 
taught and trained. The Greek version paraphrases and states that all 
animals have been tamed by man. 


146a apy? Transcript 1.1 
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* Crossed out and replaced with “O°INN” - in same / similar script as 
original scribe. 


* This is an alternative form of the infinitive construct with “>” 
preposition (root: “{73”). Normally spelled “mn” in the Tanach. 


* Abbreviation for “73 “MNY”. 


Translation 1.1 Ya’aqgov 3 146b 


is' in the image of Elohim.* 10 From one mouth there comes 
out praise and curses; but it must not be so, beloved brothers. 
11 For is there indeed a fountain which has in it salt and sweet 
waters? 12 Or is a tree of dates? able to give oil, or a vine — figs? 
So the fountain is not able to give salt and sweet waters. 


13 Whosoever is wise and understanding among you, let him 
show me his good walk with wisdom. 14 But if there be jealousy 
and hatred in your hearts, do not boast and do not lie against 
the truth. 15 For this is not wisdom that comes from above; but 
from the earth, from the man, and from the satans. 16 For in 
whosoever there is jealousy and hatred, in him‘ there are many 
evil things.” 


17 But the wisdom from above is firstly® pure, and afterwards 
shalom,’ and with rest, and is able to reconcile, and quick to 
listen, full of mercy, and lastly /t /s to goodness® and not? to 


1 Or possibly “who was made in the image of Elohim.” 

* Usually translated as ‘God.’ In Hebrew however, the word ‘luck’ or 
‘fortune’ is pronounced as “gad” and sometimes as “god” (medieval) — 
see e.g. Gen. 30:10-11; Josh. 11:17; Isa. 65:11. Therefore we prefer to 
not use ‘God.’ 

3 The word for “dates” is crossed out and replaced with “figs” (in the 
same / similar script as original scribe). 

4 Lit. “this one,” but often means ‘he’ or ‘him.’ 

> Or “words.” 

© Lit. “at the first.” 

7 Shalom means “wholeness,” “completeness” or “well-being,” can also 
mean ‘peace.’ ‘Shalom’ was also used as a greeting. 

8 Or “that which is good.” 

° Or possibly “without partiality and flattery.” 


nul 
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1 In the Hebrew James, “1398” or “TS” is generally used instead of 
“os”. The “” or “7” at the end does not always represent a third person 
singular pronominal suffix. 

* This is either a participle with a ‘perfect’ ending (such mixed forms do 
occasionally occur in the Tanach, e.g. “On nNws” in Ezekiel 8:16), or 
else this is a contraction of “An3awn m9”. Compare also Jude v. 21. 
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partiality or flattery.' 13 But the righteous fruits are sown in 
shalom by those who establish? the shalom. 


4:1 And why? is* there war among you? Is it not because of 
your desires’ which fight in your members? 2 So you desire,° 
but do not receive; and he’ who takes revenge and stays 
angry® does not profit by it. And why all this? - Because you?” 
do not pray, 3 and when you do a prayer, it is not answered 
because you pray wrongly." 


4 O adulterer and adulteress, do you not know that whosoever 
loves this world, he hates YHWH? So, whosoever wants to 
be a lover of this world, he himself will be a hater of YHWH. 5 
Or do you think that the Torah says in vain that the spirit 
which dwells inside you, it covets against the 
commandments of YHWH? 


6 Yet he gives much steadfast love, for the Torah says that 
YHWH exalts the humble ones, and humiliates the proud"' 


1 Or “hypocrisy.” 

2 Or “perform.” 

3 Lit. “because of what.” 

* Lit. “comes.” 

> Or “lusts.” 

© Or “covet.” 

7 Verbs are singular in the second half of verse 2. 
8 Or “bears a grudge.” 

° Plural. 

1° Lit. “in evi 
11 Lit. “high” or “exalted” — but from a different root than the word 
“exalts” in first half of verse. 


|? 
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1 For the use of “NM” instead of “*”, see note on chapter 1:4. 

2 This is an alternative form of the infinitive construct with “>” 
preposition (root: “72n”). Spelled “n395” in the Tanach. 

3 Alternative spelling for “o»D°"8”. Such ‘defective’ spellings of 
masculine plural nouns / participles are commonly found in the Tanach. 
See e.g. Gen. 1:21 (233M), Gen. 25:24 (D11n), Ex. 8:10 (29n), Lev. 
10:16 (BANIIN7). Compare also Jude v. 13. 
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ones.' 7 Therefore you must be humble’ before YHWH, and 
fight against the satans — they will flee away from you. gs If you 
bring yourselves? near to YHWH, cso») he himself will draw near 
to you. So, cleanse your hands, o sinners, and make your hearts 
pure! 9 And bear your burdens* and weep! And let your 
laughter be turned to weeping, and your joy to grief. 10 
Humble yourselves before YHWH, he himself will hear you. 


11 Beloved brothers, do not go about slandering’? among 
yourselves, for whosoever goes about as a slanderer against 
his brother, is a slanderer against the law; and if you do so, you 
do not establish® the law. 12 And there is only one who gives 
the law, who is able to punish’ and to forgive; but who are you 
to judge the others? 


13 And now, do you say, “Today or tomorrow we want to go to 
that place or to this city, and we want to stay there one year 
and do business, and make profit" — 14 while you do not even 
know what is able to happen tomorrow? For what are your 
lives? Is it not a wind? for a little time, and afterwards it goes 
away? is But you should say: “If YHWH wants, and we are alive, 
we want to do this.” 16 But now you boast in your pride, and 


1 See Eze. 17:24 and 2Sam. 22:28. 

? Lit. “be humbled” — or possibly ‘you must humble yourselves.’ 

3 Or “draw near.” 

“ Or possibly “longsuffering.” 

> Lit. “as a slanderer.” 

© Or “perform.” 

7 Or “condemn.” 

8 Hebrew “min” (Ruach) — could mean “spirit,” “breath” or “wind” — here 
used with double meaning. 
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* Crossed-out phrase. (Scribe seems to have written from memory and 
made a mistake.) 
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this leads to evil. 17 For whosoever knows to do good, and does 
not do /t, for him’ it will be reckoned as sin. 


5: And now,’ o rich ones, cry out and weep about the evil’ 
that will come upon you. 2 Your riches are rotten, and your 
clothes became food as for the moth. 3 And your silver and 
your gold will rust, and this will be a witness against you; and 
it will eat your flesh as fire does, for you will take riches in the 
last days:* 4 Look, the payment of the laborers® that remains 
with you overnight,’ cries out before me; and their outcries 
have come before the ears of Ha-Adon Tsevaot.® 5 And you 


have had the desires’ of this world, “and they rejoiced at the 
"10 


sound of a flute”."” 6 And you declared the righteous guilty, 
and killed him; and he did not protest against you. 


7 Therefore beloved brothers, you must have hope because of 
the future coming of Ha-Adon. See,'' the owner of the field” 


1 Lit. “this one,” but often means ‘he’ or ‘him.’ 

2 Or “Therefore.” 

3 Or “disaster.” 

* Lit. “the end of the days.” 

> Or “behold.” 

® Lit. “hired laborer.” 

7 Compare Lev. 19:13: “...the payment of the hired laborer must not 
remain with you overnight unto the morning.” 

8 “Tseva’ot” means “armies” and is used in various titles to stress the 
power of YHWH. 

° Or “lusts.” 

10 Quoted from Job 21:12. The Hebrew word for “flute” which is used 
here as well as in Job 21 is from the root “33” (Agav) which means to 
“lust after.” 

11 Or “behold.” 

12 Or “farmer.” 
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waits' for the fruits of the earth; and his hope is on the early 
rain and the latter rain. s And also you, make your hearts 
strong! — For the future coming of Ha-Adon is near. 9 Do not 
sigh against one another,’ beloved brothers, that you do not 
come under control of a snare,’ for the judge is standing 
before the door. 


10 Beloved brothers, take as a parable for yourselves, the 
sufferings and the endurance‘ of the prophets who spoke to 
you in the name of Ha-Adon. 11 Look,* we commend those 
who endure: for you have heard of the endurance of ‘lyov,° 
and you have seen the end goa/of Ha-Adon. For Ha-Adon is 
an El’ of mercies,® and great of steadfast-love. 


12 But first of all,? beloved brothers, you must not swear’? — not 
by the heavens or by the earth or by any oath; but let your 


1 Or. “looks with expectation.” 

* Lit. “yourselves.” 

3 Lit. “stumbling block.” 

4 Or “patience” or “longsuffering.” 

> Or “behold.” 

© The Hebrew name for ‘Job.’ 

7 ‘EV’ (similar to ‘Elohim’) is usually translated as ‘God.’ In Hebrew 
however, the word ‘luck’ or ‘fortune’ is pronounced as “gad” and 
sometimes as “god” (medieval) — see e.g. Gen. 30:10-11; Josh. 11:17; 
Isa. 65:11. Therefore we prefer to not use ‘God.’ 

8 Or “compassion.” 

° Or possibly “before all of this.” 

1° The Torah commands: “YHWH your Elohim you must fear, and him 
you must serve and by his name you must swear” (Deu. 6:13). 
Whenever “swear” is condemned or used negatively in the Tanach it 
always refers to swearing falsely. See e.g. Zec. 5:3, Ecc. 9:2. 
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* Same meaning as “N51”. 

2 Alternative spelling for “opm” - see note on 1:5. 

3 The “mn” preformative is used several times instead of “*” with third 
person masculine imperfect verbs and the “mn” does not affect the 
person of the verb, it only seems to place extra emphasis on the 
subject. Compare chapter 1:13, 4:7, 5:14. 

4 Crossed-out letters. 

> Crossed-out repeated word. 

® Abbreviation for “3 ANN”. 
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words be: “Yes, yes,” and “No, no”! — in order that you do not 
stumble. 


13 And if one among you endures? something, he must pray; 
and if one among you is with goodness of heart,*? that one 
must sing psalms. 14 And if one is sick, he must call the elders 
of the assembly to him. And they must do a prayer for him and 
anoint him with oil in the name of Ha-Adon. 1s And the prayer 
of the faith will support the sick one, and Ha-Adon will [raise] 
him up; and if he had sinned, he will forgive him the sins. 16 
And let them confess their sins one to another, and let 
everyone do a prayer for his fellow,* for “YHWH is close to all 
who call upon him, to all who call upon him in truth.”° 


17 And also Eliyahu® the prophet was a man just like us, and he 
did a prayer’ that rain should not come, and rain did not come 
on the land,® three and a half years. 1s And afterwards he did a 


* Meaning “let ‘yes’ be ‘yes’ and ‘no’ be ‘no’” — i.e. do not even lie in 
common speech. 

2 Or “suffers.” 

3 Meaning “is glad.” 

4 Meaning “let them pray one for another.” 

> Quoted from Ps. 145:18. 

® Hebrew name for ‘Elijah.’ 

7 This does not mean that we may claim anything we want, and that we 
will receive it if we just believe ‘hard’ enough. Compare 1 Kings 17-18. 
YHWH first told Elijah that there would be no rain, then Elijah prayed 
that it would happen and it did. Then YHWH told him that there would 
be rain, he prayed that it would happen and it did. He did not make this 
up himself. If YHWH tells us that something will happen we can pray for 
its fulfillment with faith and confidence in him, and not in ourselves. 

8 Or possibly ‘earth.’ 
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prayer that rain should come, so the heavens gave their waters 
and the earth her fruit. 


19 Brothers, if one among you goes from the good way to the 
evil, and someone restrains him — 20 know that whosoever 
turns him back from his wickedness, (1602) he' will deliver a life? 
from the death and make atonement for many sins. 


1 Lit. “this one,” but often means ‘he’ or ‘him.’ 
2 Or “soul.” 


Yehudah 


The Hebrew Epistle of 
Jude 


A transcript + translation of an 
amazing Hebrew manuscript of the 
Epistle of Jude 


Based on Ms. 00.1.32 from the Cambridge 
University Library 


Version 1.1 © February 2022 


154 


Contents - Jude 


Introduction to the Hebrew Epistle of Jude...................... 155 
Evidence of Authenticity and Interesting Readings....... 158 
Keyword TEpelitionicn tase dsssitinat aan 158 
Explicit subject appine..cuasanesuindchaknen esas: 162 
Explicit objéct appin? ec cnddaniaadandanaateacadenwas, 168 
Transcript of Yehudah (Hebrew Epistle of Jude) ......... 171a 


Translation of Yehudah (Hebrew Epistle of Jude) ....... 171b 


155 


Introduction 


In merely one chapter, Jude (Yehudah) mentions at least ten’ 
events from the Old Testament time period, and lists the 
names of nine* persons and four? places from the Old 
Testament! It should be obvious to any reader that Yehudah 
used the Old Testament scriptures as the basis of his epistle. 


Consistent with the theme of Old Testament examples, the 
Hebrew version of Jude v. 4 discusses unbelievers in Old 
Testament times while the Greek version seems to refer to 
unbelievers in New Testament times! 


Jude v. 4: 


Translated from Greek: “For certain people have crept 
in unnoticed who long ago were designated for this 
condemnation, ungodly people, who pervert the grace 


11. Faith given to the saints. 2. People brought out of Egypt. 3. 
Unbelievers destroyed. 4. Angels that sinned were judged. 5. Sodom 
and Gomorrah destroyed. 6. Moses’ burial. 7. Cain and Abel. 8. Balaam 
tempted by profit. 9. Rebellion of Korah. 10. Enoch who prophesied. 
21. YHWH. 2. Michael. 3. Ha-Satan. 4. Moses. 5. Cain. 6. Balaam. 7. 
Korah. 8. Enoch. 9. Adam. 

31. Egypt. 2. Sodom. 3. Gomorrah. 4. Gei-Hinnom. 
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of our God into sensuality and deny our only Master 
and Lord, Jesus Christ.”" 


Translated from Oo.1.32: “For some sons of man came 
in among them -— of those who were already written 
up’ for this condemnation — and they were wicked 
ones, and invalidated the steadfast-love of YHWH in 
arrogance,’ and they did not believe in YHWH and in 
his Mashiach.” 


In the context of the numerous Old Testament examples used 
by Yehudah, it is very clear that “among them" in verse four 
refers to the people who lived in the Old Testament time 
period. 


Thus the Hebrew version shows that, in Old Testament times, 
people were required to believe in YHWH and his Messiah! 
The Greek version omits the phrase “among them,” and it is 
no longer evident in the Greek version that people in the Old 
Testament had to believe in the Messiah! 


Furthermore, the Hebrew version of Yehudah quotes a whole 
verse from the Hebrew Old Testament where the Greek version 
does not quote from the Old Testament at all! 


1 Jude v. 4, ESV. 

2 All emphasis throughout introductory sections were added for clarity. 
However, in the transcript / translation section, emphasis in English 
translation reflects emphasis in Hebrew text. 

3 Or “recorded.” 

4 Or “presumptuously hindered the steadfast-love of YHWH.” 
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Jude v. 16: 


Translated from Oo.1.32 (quoted from Ps. 5:10): “For 


there is no firmness in his' mouth, their inside is 
destruction, their throat is an open grave, they flatter 
with their tongue.” 


Translated from Greek: “These are  grumblers, 
discontented, going with their own lusts; and their 
mouth speaks proud things, admiring people for the 
sake of gain.” 


Having seen these differences between the Hebrew and 
Greek versions of Jude, we need to ask the next question: 
Is the Hebrew or Greek version of Jude the original? We 
will discuss this below in “Evidence of authenticity and 
Interesting Readings.” 


1 Could mean “their” (collective use). 
* Jude v. 16 translated from Oo0.1.32. Quoted from Psalm 5:10. 
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Evidence of Authenticity 


and Interesting Readings 


Below we will examine a few amazing differences between the 
Hebrew and Greek versions of Jude that show the Hebrew 
version to be authentic. 


Hebrew keyword repetition 


Although short, the Epistle of Jude (Yehudah) contains several 
sections and topics of discussion. These sections are 
sometimes linked together by the repetition of some key word 
which is repeated in both sections. Below is an example: 


Jude v. 19: (warning) “These are in the flesh, and not in 
the Ruach."" 


Jude v. 20: (exhortation) “But you, beloved brothers, 
strengthen yourselves in your faith by the Ruach Ha- 
Qodesh."*4 


The keyword ‘Ruach’ (Spirit) beautifully links these two verses 
and two sections together. Though the above theme is also 
visible in the Greek version of Jude, below we will study an 


1 Or “Spirit.” 

2 Jude v. 19, translated from Oo.1.32. 
3 Or “ the Holy Spirit.” 

4 Jude v. 20, translated from Oo.1.32. 
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example where the keyword theme was lost in the Greek 
version and only preserved in the Hebrew version: 


Jude v. 23: (exhortation) “...but keep a distance’ from 
the sinners.” 


Jude v. 24-25: (conclusion / doxology) “But he who is 
able to keep you without doubting and to set you 
before Ha-Adon without any sin, to him be honor and 
glory...”* 


Here the Hebrew version has a clear theme and link between 
these two sections in the Epistle of Jude, but in the Greek 
version the link is rather vague: 


Jude v. 23: (Exhortation) “hating even the garment 
stained by the flesh.”* 


Jude v. 24: (Conclusion / doxology) “Now to him who is 
able to keep you from stumbling and to present you 
blameless...” 


This theme is not nearly as clear nor impressive in Greek as in 
Hebrew. The Hebrew version uses the same root word in both 
these verses, while the Greek version does not. 


Greek translators often rendered the same repeated Hebrew 
word with different synonyms, in order to create a translation 


1 Or “stay away.” 

2 Jude v. 23, translated from 0o.1.32. 

3 Jude v. 24 - 25, translated from 00.1.32. 
4 Jude v. 23, ESV. 
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which sounds elegant and avoids monotony.' Although the 
Hebrew language exhibits an abundance of synonyms (that 
even Greek translators struggled to convey in translation)* the 
repetition of a Hebrew keyword was often used to gain one’s 
attention, place emphasis on a specific topic and to drive the 
point home. Below is an example from the Hebrew Masoretic 
Text vs. Septuagint Greek translation: 


Psalm 9:10: 
Hebrew Masoretic Text: 
TBE nine? 3H TI? sawp TTT 


= “And YHWH will be a refuge to the poor, a refuge in 
times of trouble.”? 


Greek Septuagint: 


“Kal &YEVETO KUPLOG KATADYN THO TEVNTL BoNBds Ev 
evkatpiats év Oriyer’ 


1 Apart from the example given below, see also Ps. 17:14, 25:3, 45:4-5, 
56:8, etc. 

 E.g. the Hebrew Masoretic Text uses seven synonyms for “anger” in 
the Book of Psalms (8p ,OYD ,AYT ,7TSy ,I9N AN Fs), but the Greek 
Septuagint translator(s) used only two synonyms (@vLOG, opyn) to 
translate these seven Hebrew words. Ps. 78:49 is a good example which 
illustrates that the Greek translator(s) could not match the number of 
synonyms used in the original Hebrew. 

3 Lit. “at times in the trouble.” 
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= “And the Lord was' a refuge for the poor, a helper 
in times of affliction.” 


In the above example, the original Hebrew text repeats the 
keyword ‘refuge,’ while the Greek translation elegantly but 
inaccurately changes the second occurrence of ‘refuge’ to 
‘helper.’ 


A similar example can be seen in Jude v. 8-10, where the 
Hebrew version repeats the same word for “despise” twice in 
the section about cursing / blasphemy, while the Greek version 
eliminates the repetition by using two different Greek words: 


Jude v. 8-10 


Translated from Oo.1.32: “And likewise? those who 
despise the authority, and curse... these peop/e curse 
while they know nothing, and also what they do know, 


they despise.” 


Translated from Greek: “Likewise also these... despise 
authority, and blaspheme... these peop/e blasoheme 
whatever they do not know, and what they do know.... 


In those things they corrupt themselves." 


The fact that the Hebrew preserves such repeated keywords 
which were lost in the Greek version, is an important indication 


2 Or “is.” 
* Lit. “in times in trouble.” 
3 Lit. “like this.” 
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that the Hebrew version is the original, while the Greek version 
is the interpreted translation. 


Explicit subject gapping 


Another good proof for the authenticity of this Hebrew version 
of Jude is ‘gapping.’ Although there are many' kinds of 
gapping in the Hebrew language, we only want to discuss one 
particular type here, called ‘explicit subject gapping.’ 


Explicit subject gapping is very common in the Hebrew Old 
Testament. For example, a sentence (or paragraph) speaking 
of two or more persons, will only name each person once (or 
perhaps twice), and afterwards simply refer to “he,” “she,” or 
“they,” etc. without re-specifying the name(s). We even do this 
in English to some extent, but not as much as they liked to do 
this in ancient / biblical Hebrew. In the Hebrew Old Testament 
this is done to the extent where one often needs to pay great 
attention to the context to determine exactly who the “he... 
he... he... he...” is referring to — the subject often changes 
without any warning. We say that the explicit subject is 
‘gapped,’ or ‘understood by context.’ 


In cases where confusion is very likely to occur, translators 
often inserted the implied explicit subject to help their readers 
understand the text without any difficulty. When we compare 
two texts of the Bible in different languages, and find that a 
subject is gapped in the one but supplied in the other, we 


1 E.g. gapping of explicit subject, gapping of explicit object, verb 
gapping, preposition gapping, etc. 
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know that the less interpretive version is closer to the original. 
(This argument is especially strong in a context where 
confusion is likely to occur if the subject is not stated explicitly.) 
Let's first look at an example from the Hebrew Old Testament 
vs. the Greek Septuagint translation of the Old Testament, and 
then move on to an example in Jude. 


Genesis 12:7: 
Hebrew Masoretic Text: 


POST DY [AS PIT? TNA DYaN Oy TT NIN 
"ATM OY 732 DNTT 


= “Then YHWH appeared to Avram' and said, to your 
seed will | give this land. And there he built an altar...” 


The explicit subject of the Hebrew verb “73°” (he built) is not 
written in the Hebrew Bible, it is only understood by context. 
The explicit subject “Avram” is gapped in the second part of 
this verse. Because the subject is not explicitly stated in the 
second part of this verse, one might think that the pronoun 
"he" refers to YHWH, as YHWH is the last named subject* in 
the narrative. But from the context it is clear that it was Avram 
who built the altar and not YHWH. 


1 Hebrew name for ‘Abram.’ 
2 Although the name Abram occurs in this verse, he is only mentioned 
as an indirect object (the one to whom YHWH appeared). 
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For easier reading and to remove any ambiguity, the 
Septuagint translators inserted or supplied the explicit subject 
“Avram” in their Greek translation: 


Greek Septuagint: “kai Hp8n Kbptosg TH ABpay Kai 
ElNEV AVTO TH ONEPLATi GOV S6MOW TH Yiv TAVTHV. Kai 
oxodounosv kei ABpap OvotaotNptov...” 


= “And the Lord appeared to Abram and said to him, 
to your seed | will give this land. And there Abram built 
an altar...” 


In the Septuagint Greek translation the explicit subject 
“Avram” or “Abram” is repeated where it is understood from 
the larger context in the Hebrew Bible. The fact that the 
Hebrew version has the explicit subject gapped while the 
Greek Septuagint has it written clearly shows that the Hebrew 
is the original version and the Greek is the second-hand 
interpreted translation. 


Now, here is a similar example from the Hebrew vs. Greek 
versions of Jude: 


Jude v. 5: 
Oo.1.32: 


IMD MS sesaw ow mst o> pnd mn coy Say" 
" oon 


165 Authenticity - Jude 


= “But | want to make known to you, that he’ who 
brought his people out of Mitsrayim’...” 


The Hebrew version of Jude v. 5 does not state the explicit 
subject but only refers to “he"* who brought them out of 
Egypt. One could then read the context and hypothesize 
whether the “he” specifically refers to YHWH, or whether it 
specifically refers to his Messiah, as both are mentioned in the 
context: 


Jude v. 4: “...they did not believe in YHWH and in his 
Mashiach.” 


Jude v. 5: But | want to make known to you, that he who 
brought his people out of Mitsrayim...” 


Who is the explicit subject of verse 5, is it “YHWH" or “his 
Mashiach"? The answer is not* stated explicitly in the Hebrew 
version of Jude, and this is typical of original Hebrew 
documents. 


In this verse, various Greek translators / copyists of Jude 
inserted an explicit subject in an attempt to lessen the 


1 Lit. “this one,” but often means ‘he’ or ‘him’. 

* Hebrew name for ‘Egypt.’ 

3 Lit. “this one,” but often means ‘he’ or ‘him’. 

4 A good answer based on the context of verses 1 - 5 would probably be 
that YHWH brought them out of Egypt by his Messiah: in the Hebrew 
version both YHWH and his Messiah are mentioned in verse 4 in the 
context of the Old Testament! Still, there is no answer as to which name 
should be inserted in verse 5. 
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ambiguity. But incredibly, the Greek manuscripts do not 
even agree among themselves as to the explicit subject! 


Many' Greek manuscripts read “Kuptoc”* (Lord), but quite a 
few? read “Inoovc”* (Jesus), while yet others? read “Osoc"® 
(God)! There is even one’ Greek manuscript which reads “Oeoc 
Xptotoc” (God Christ) and another® which reads “Kupioc 
Inoovc" (Lord Christ). 


1 E.g. Majority Text (majority of all Greek N.T. manuscripts), Textus 
Receptus (based on multiple manuscripts), Codex Sinaiticus, Codex 
Ephraemi, and mss. 018, 044, 307, 436, 642, 1611, 1175, 1448, etc. 
* Kurios (lord) — the Greek word used to translate YHWH or Adonai. 
3 E.g. Codex Alexandrinus, Codex Vaticanus, and mss. 33, 81, 88, 322, 
323, 424c, 665, 915, 1241, 1739, 1881, 2298, 2344, etc. 

4 lesous — the Greek word used to translate Yeshua. (The context 
referred to “his Messiah” who is Yeshua). 

> E.g. mss. C, 5, 442, 1243, 2492. 

© Theos — the Greek word used to translate Elohim and sometimes 
YHWH. 

7Ms. P72. 

8 Ms. 1735. 
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Which Greek reading is correct? Scholars argue back and forth 
about this issue.’ Some scholars” have even hypothesized that 
the explicit subject was not written in the ‘original Greek’ copy, 
but was later filled in differently by various copyists. However, 
no such an ‘original Greek’ manuscript has ever been found to 
settle the argument. 


It turns out that this textual problem in Jude is not solved by 
any Greek manuscript;* but rather it is solved and settled by 
the Hebrew version: the original Hebrew version had no 
explicit subject stated, and various Greek translators / copyists 
inserted different subjects in their Greek manuscripts as they 
saw fit. 


1 E.g. Thomas R. Schreiner, 1, 2 Peter, Jude, The New American 
Commentary, 2007, p. 444 (footnote): “Some scholars support KUpLoc 
(Bauckham, Relatives of Jesus, 308-9; Landon, A Text-Critical Study of 
the Epistle of Jude, 75—76), especially on internal grounds (8 W, C*, 630, 
1505, etc.)... Supporting Inoouc are Wikgren, 148-49; Osburn, “The Text 
of Jude 5,” 111-15; C. Bigg, The Epistles of St. Peter and St. Jude, ICC 
(Edinburgh: T & T Clark, 1901), 328; Bauckham, Jude, 2 Peter, 49.” 

See also Bruce Manning Metzger, United Bible Societies, A Textual 
Commentary on the Greek New Testament, 2nd Ed., a Companion 
Volume to the United Bible Societies’ Greek New Testament (4th Rev. 
Ed., 1994), p. 657. 

2 E.g. “The best attested reading Inoouc can only be a blunder. It seems 
probable that the original text had only o...” — Fenton John Anthony 
Hort, Notes on Select Readings, p. 106, in The New Testament in the 
Original Greek, [Vol. ||]: Introduction [and] Appendix, 1882. 

3 The Revised Standard Version (RSV) does read “he who saved...” — 
however, this was only a textual emendation with no supporting 
manuscript evidence. The RSV footnote stated that “Ancient authorities 
read Jesus or the Lord or God. The updated New Revised Standard 
Version removed the emendation and reads “the Lord.” 
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Not one of the various Greek or Greek-based readings is the 
original, the Hebrew reading is the original. The Latin Vulgate 
and the Syriac Peshitta also have the explicit subject inserted 
based on various Greek readings, and only the Hebrew version 
preserves the original uninterpreted reading. 


Explicit object gapping 


Explicit object gapping works just like explicit subject 
gapping, but the word / phrase in question is the object of the 
sentence rather than the subject. 


A very good example of explicit object gapping is found in 
Jude v. 25: 


Oo.1.32: 


ody am odie mpday maxam aiaD ann ord" 
"TOS 


= "to him' be honor and glory and kingship, from 
everlasting and unto everlasting,* amein!”? 


Greek Textus Receptus: “Ova cop Os ootiipi nav, 
d0€0 Kai LEYAAMODVN, KPATOS Kai &Fovoia, Kai vbV Kai 
E1C MAVTAS TODS ai®vac. GUNV.” 


1 Lit. “this one,” but often means ‘he’ or ‘him’. 

2 A Hebrew idiom which often means “forever and ever” — see e.g. Jer. 
7:7; 25:5, 1Chr. 16:36, Neh. 9:5, Ps. 41:13; 103:17; 106:48. 

3‘Amein’ as an adverb means “surely” or “truly.” 
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= “to the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and 
majesty, dominion and power, both now and 


throughout all eternity. Amen.” 


The Greek version supplies the explicit subject “the only wise 
God our Saviour” where the Hebrew has it gapped and simply 
reads “him.” Again, discrepancies exist between various Greek 
manuscripts as to the exact wording of this verse: 


The Byzantine majority text reads: 
“LOV® COOH Os WTP HUdv...” 

= “to the only wise God our Saviour...” 
Miniscule 1175 reads: 

“LLOVO GOPM GMTNPL HUOV...” 


= “to our only wise Saviour...” 


Several early manuscripts read: ' 


“LOVO VEO GOTHPLNHUdV Sta Inood Xpitotod tod kvpiov 
Nv...” 


= “to the only God our Saviour through Jesus Christ our 
Lord...” 


Papyrus 72 reads: 
“WOVve 80 NU@V avt@ doa... 61a INV YPV TOV KV«Kw» 


NL@V avt@ doca...” 


1E.g. codex Sinaiticus, codex Alexandrinus, codex Vaticanus, etc. The 
Syriac Peshitta and Latin Vulgate also use very similar wording. 
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= “to our God, to him be glory... through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, to him be glory...” 


These variants obviously represent the interpretation of 
various translators / editors. The Hebrew reading simply has 
“him," and various interpreters / translators supplied the 
explicit subject as they thought best. The Syriac Peshitta and 
the Latin vulgate also insert the explicit object, based on the 
Greek. 


This again shows the uninterpreted Hebrew reading to be the 
original, and the various differing Greek and Greek-based 
readings to be interpreted second-hand translations. 


171a Transcript 1.1 


i? DoS 


TO TNN ON DON Mew pw Tay moti ‘dso 

pwn Deno SNn Tr. Dwopan mower apy 

poy) Som) mans maa os> rm mim, mwen 
pam 


* The number stated in brackets is the corresponding folio number of 
Oo.1.32 on which this Hebrew transcript is based. 

* The Hebrew manuscript uses an abbreviation “MN” for “AWM”. It was 
common practice for many scribes to write ‘Ha-Shem’ or some 
abbreviation rather than writing the full name “717°”. For further 
evidence that this abbreviation for ‘Ha-Shem’ actually represents the 
Name YHWH, see footnotes on James 1:1 and Revelation 1:1. 


Translation 1.1 171b 


Yehudah 


1:1 60a) Yehudah' a servant of Yeshua* Ha-Mashiach® but a 
brother of Ya’agov* the sent one, to those set-apart in YHWH? 
the Father and hidden® in Yeshua Ha-Mashiach. 2 May YHWH 
give you much love and steadfast-love’ and shalom and 
mercies. 


1 Hebrew name for ‘Jude’ or ‘Judah.’ 

* The Hebrew name for ‘Jesus.’ 

3 Or “The Messiah.” The Hebrew word ‘Mashiach’ was translated into 
Greek as ‘Kristos’ but should be clearly distinguished from the Catholic 
symbolic ‘Christ.’ Literal meaning: “anointed one,” usually referring to 
someone anointed as king of Israel, or as priest or prophet. However 
when used as a name, it refers to the Son of YHWH, whom he anointed 
as the ultimate King of Israel, the Everlasting High Priest, and the 
Prophet who would speak YHWH’s words to his people — and if anyone 
disobeys him, YHWH himself will cut off that person from among his 
people. See Deu. 18:18-19. 

4 Hebrew name for ‘James’ or ‘Jacob.’ 

° The manuscript uses Hebrew abbreviation “7” for ‘Ha-Shem,’ which 
literally means “The Name.” Today still, many Jews will read “Ha-Shem” 
when they see the Hebrew 717°. We have replaced ‘Ha-Shem’ with 
transliterated consonants of ‘the Name’ itself: “YHWH.” As for 
pronunciation, the only grammatically possible pronunciation, from 
which all other abbreviations / contractions can be formed, is 
“Yah-weh” — with emphasis on the second syllable. For more 
information see www.HebrewGospels.com/yhwh. 

® Or “concealed.” 

7 Hebrew “710M” (chesed) — could also be translated as “faithful-love” or 
“faithfulness.” 


172a ma Transcript 1.1 


nw O59 ains> onesw ANN DDINN DNS , 
DMN IpInnw mransa 029 mam qqy> omy 
DNS DIN UD FPN 1D, wm ymuw mK 
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pnp 


Translation 1.1 Yehudah 172b 


3 Beloved brothers, after | wanted to write to you about our 
set-apartness,' | found it needful to rebuke you by writing? that 
you should strengthen yourselves in the faith which was 
given to the set-apart ones. 4 For some sons of man came in 
among them — of those who were already written up° 
for this condemnation — and they were wicked ones, and 
invalidated the steadfast-love of YHWH in arrogance,* and 
they did not believe in YHWH and in his Mashiach. 


s But | want to make known to you, that he® who brought 
his people out of Mitsrayim,° killed those who did not believe, 
two times. 6 And also the messengers’ who sinned, and were 
thrust down from above, they are being hidden in darkness 
until the future day of judgment. 7 And also the places 
Sedom® 


1 Or “sanctification.” 

* Could also possibly refer to the “writings” or “scriptures” — on which 
Jude based his epistle. 

3 Or “recorded.” 

“ Or “presumptuously hindered the steadfast-love of YHWH.” 

> Lit. “this one,” but often means ‘he’ or ‘him.’ 

© Hebrew name for ‘Egypt.’ 

” Hebrew: ‘mal’achim,’ plural of ‘mal’ach.’ Used for both human and 
heavenly messengers. The English word ‘angel’ is not a translation — 
only a transliteration of the Greek ‘aggelos.’ Besides, the average 
person reading ‘angel’ would probably envisage some female figure 
with wings. Heavenly ‘mal’achim’ or messengers are distinct from the 
cherubim; they do not have wings and appear as men. (‘Angels’ and 
‘men’ are used interchangeably — see e.g. Gen. 18. Compare Mat. 28:2- 
5 and John 20:12 vs. Mark 16:5 and Luke 24:4, also see Heb. 13:2.) 
Ironically, the ‘angels’ depicted in many Christian books look more like 
the evil spirits described in Zec. 5:9. 

8 Hebrew name for ‘Sodom.’ 


173a ma Transcript 1.1 
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* Alternative spelling for “B37 893”. The full title found in the Tanach is 
“DIT TINY”, 


Translation 1.1 Yehudah 173b 


and ‘Amorah,' who likewise* became a proverb, and bore? 
the fire of Gei-Hinnom‘* for ever. 


g And likewise? those who despise the authority, and curse the 
kingship.® 9 But the messenger Michael,’ while disputing with 
Ha-Satan® because of the grave of Mosheh,’ did not even 
curse him so, but said to him, “Ha-Adon"® condemns" you." 10 
But these peop/e curse while they know nothing, and also what 
they do know, they despise. 


11 And woe to them, for they are walking on the road of 
Qayin,"* and falling into the temptation of Bil’'am'® because of 


1 Hebrew name for ‘Gomorrah.’ 

* Lit. “like this.” 

3 Or “suffered.” 

* Lit. “The valley of Hinnom.” This Hebrew word is transliterated into 
Greek as ‘Gehenna,’ and is inaccurately translated as ‘Hell.’ This is a 
literal valley right next to Jerusalem ordained for future punishment. 
See Matthew 25:41-46 in the www.HebrewGospels.com version: “And 
then he will say to those who are on the left side... go into the fire of 
Gei-Hinnom, which is prepared for Ha-Satan and his messengers... And 
these will go into the fire of Gei-Hinnom, but the righteous ones will go 
into everlasting light.” To learn more about the Biblical definition of 
‘Gei-Hinnom,’ see Jer. 7:30-33, Is. 30:33, 66:24, etc. 

> Lit. “like this.” 

® Could mean ‘the authority of princes and the authority of the king.’ 

7 Pronounced “Mi-cha-el” in Hebrew. 

8 Lit. “The Adversary.” Because this word is often used as a name we 
have transliterated it instead of translating it, as with all other names. 
° Hebrew name for ‘Moses.’ 

10 Or “The Lord” — ‘Adon’ is the Hebrew word for ‘lord’ or ‘master.’ 

1 Or “will punish.” 

2 Hebrew name for ‘Cain.’ 

13 Hebrew name for ‘Balaam.’ 
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* Alternative spelling for “O°Nw3”. Such ‘defective’ spellings of 
masculine plural nouns / participles are commonly found in the Tanach. 
See e.g. Gen. 1:21 (233M), Gen. 25:24 (D11n), Ex. 8:10 (DO773n), Lev. 
10:16 (A5M135). Compare also James 4:15. 
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some profit, and are being killed because of the dispute! of 
Qorach.* 12 And they are prideful? with your gifts; and‘ they are 
as clouds without water which go with the wind, and trees that 
do not bear fruit, 13 and as the waves of the sea that throw out 
mire and mud. 


14 And Chanoch,° the seventh from Adam, also prophesied 
about this, and said, “Look,° Ha-Adon will come with 
thousands of thousands, ten thousands of set-apart ones, 15 to 
execute judgment on the wicked ones because of their evil 
deeds.” 16 “For there is no firmness in his’ mouth, their inside 
is destruction, their throat is an open grave, they flatter with 
their tongue.”® 


17 But you, beloved brothers, you must remember the word 
which was said from the beginning by the sent ones of our 
Adon Yeshua Ha-Mashiach, 18 that they said to you that, “In 
the last days there will be scoffers besides you, who will walk 
after their desires.” 19 These are in the flesh, and not in the 
Ruach. '° 


1 Or “division” — probably used with a double meaning. 
2 Hebrew name for ‘Korah.’ 

3 Or “proud” — lit. “owners of pride.” 

4 Or “but.” 

> Hebrew name for ‘Enoch.’ 

© Or “behold.” 

7 Could mean “their” (collective use). 

8 Quoted from Psalm 5:10. 

° Or “lusts.” 

10 The Hebrew word for “spirit,” “breath” or “wind.” 


175a mat Transcript 1.1 
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* Abbreviation for “1 Sy”, 

* This is an ‘imperfect’ verb with a participle ending. Similar mixed forms 
do occasionally occur in the Tanach, e.g. “On nnw»” in Ezekiel 8:16. 
Compare also James 4:5. 

* Crossed-out letters. 


Translation 1.1 Yehudah 175b 


20 But you, beloved brothers, strengthen yourselves in your 
faith by the Ruach Ha-Qodesh.' 21 And stand in the love of 
YHWH, and wait* for the mercies of our Adon Yeshua for 
eternal life,* cso») 22 and also you yourselves must be merciful. 
23 Indeed, some of you are with good deeds, but keep a 
distance’ from the sinners. 


24 But he’ who is able to keep you without doubting and to set 
you before Ha-Adon without any sin, 25 to him® be honor and 
glory and kingship, from everlasting and unto everlasting,’ 
amein!® 


1 Lit. “the Set-Apart Spirit.” 

2 Or “look with expectation” or “look with hope.” 

3 Lit. “for life for ever.” 

4 Or “stay away.” 

> Lit. “this one,” but often means ‘he’ or ‘him.’ 

® Lit. “this one,” but often means ‘he’ or ‘him.’ 

’ A Hebrew idiom which often means “forever and ever” — see e.g. Jer. 
7:7; 25:5, 1Chr. 16:36, Neh. 9:5, Ps. 41:13; 103:17; 106:48. 

8 ‘Amein’ as an adverb means “surely” or “truly.” 
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Glossary 


Adon Standard Hebrew word for ‘Lord’ or ‘Master.’ 
Avraham Hebrew name for ‘Abraham.’ 


Amein Hebrew pronunciation of ‘Amen.’ When the Hebrew word 
‘amein’ is used as an adverb, it means “surely” or “truly.” When used as 
a title, it means “Sure,” “Faithful” or “Truth.” 


Bavel Hebrew name for ‘Babylon.’ 
Dawid Hebrew name for ‘David.’ 
El Usually translated as ‘God.’ In Hebrew however, the word 


‘luck’ or ‘fortune’ is pronounced as “gad” and sometimes as “god” 
(medieval) — see e.g. Gen. 30:10-11; Josh. 11:17; Isa. 65:11. Therefore we 
prefer to not use ‘God.’ 


Eloah Same meaning as El, see above note. 


Elohim Plural form of Eloah, usually translated as ‘God.’ In Hebrew 
however, the word ‘luck’ or ‘fortune’ is pronounced as ‘gad’ and 
sometimes as ‘god’ (medieval) — see e.g. Gen. 30:10-11, Josh. 11:17, Is. 
65:11. Therefore we prefer to not use ‘God.’ 


Eliyahu — Hebrew name for ‘Elijah.’ 


Ha-Gei-Hinnom _ Lit. “The valley of (the son of) Hinnom.” This 
Hebrew word is transliterated into Greek as ‘Gehenna,’ and _ is 
inaccurately translated as ‘Hell.’ This is a literal valley right next to 
Jerusalem ordained for future punishment. See Matthew chapter 25:41- 
46 in the www.HebrewGospels.com version: “And then he will say to 
those who are on the left side... go into the fire of Gei-Hinnom, which is 
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prepared for Ha-Satan and his messengers... And these will go into the 
fire of Gei-Hinnom, but the righteous ones will go into everlasting light.” 
To learn more about the Biblical definition of ‘Gei-Hinnom,’ see Jer. 7:30- 
33, Is. 30:33, 66:24, etc. 


Ha-Mashiach The Messiah. The Hebrew word ‘Mashiach’ was 
translated into the Greek ‘Kristos’ but should be clearly distinguished 
from the Catholic symbolic ‘Christ.’ Literal meaning: “anointed one,” 
usually referring to one anointed as king of Israel, or as priest or prophet. 
However, when used as a name, it refers to the Son of YHWH, whom he 
anointed as the ultimate King of Israel, the Everlasting High Priest, and 
the Prophet who would speak YHWH’s words to his people, and if anyone 
does not obey him, YHWH himself will cut off that person from among 
his people. See Deu. 18:18-19. 


Ha-Satan Lit. “The Adversary.” Normally used as a name or title. 
Menorah (PI. ‘menorot.’) The Hebrew word for ‘lampstand.’ 
Mitsrayim Hebrew name for ‘Egypt.’ 

Mosheh _~ Hebrew name for ‘Moses.’ 


Nephesh (Pl. ‘nephashot.’) Lit. “breath,” means ‘life,’ or ‘soul,’ etc. — 
take note, not the Greek understanding of ‘soul.’ 


Ruach (Pl. ‘ruchot.’) Hebrew word for ‘spirit’ or ‘wind,’ sometimes 
used with a double meaning. 


Ruach Ha-Qodesh Lit. “the Set-Apart Spirit.” 


Satan The Hebrew word ‘satan’ literally means “adversary.” If 
‘satan’ has the article it is normally used as a title (and is transliterated 
as ‘Ha-Satan’); however satan (without the article) is used for ‘enemy’ or 
as a synonym of ‘demon.’ 
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Sedom Hebrew name for ‘Sodom.’ 
Shabbat Hebrew name for ‘Sabbath.’ 


Shalom Lit. “wholeness,” “completeness” or “well-being,” can also 
mean ‘peace.’ ‘Shalom’ is also used as a greeting. 


She’ol The place of the dead. To learn more about the Biblical 
definition of She’ol, see: Gen. 37:35, Num. 16:30-33, 1Sam. 2:6, Is. 14:9- 
15, Eze. 31:15-25, Jonah 2:2[3], etc. 


Shophar _ (Pl. ‘shopharot.’) The Hebrew word for “ram’s horn” or 
“trumpet.” 


Tanach ‘Tanach’ is a Hebrew acronym for ‘Torah, Nevi’im, 
Ketuvim,’ or in English, ‘The Law, the Prophets, the Writings.’ In other 
words, it refers to the entire so-called ‘Old Testament.’ 


Torah The Hebrew word ‘Torah’ means “instruction.” The 
Creator gave his perfect and everlasting Torah (instructions) to Moses. 
When Torah is used as a name, it refers to the first five books of the Bible 
(The Pentateuch), or by extension, the entire Old Testament. 


Ya’aqov —_ Hebrew name for ‘James’ or ‘Jacob.’ 
Yehudah = Hebrew name for ‘Jude,’ Judah’ or Judea.’ 
Yehudim Hebrew name for ‘Jews.’ 

Yerushalayim Hebrew name for ‘Jerusalem.’ 


Yeshua Hebrew name for ‘Jesus.’ ‘Yeshua’ is short for ‘Yehoshua,’ 
which means ‘YHWH is Salvation,’ see Mat. 1:21. 


YHWH The manuscript uses Hebrew abbreviation “n” for ‘Ha- 
Shem,’ which literally means “The Name.” Today still, many Jews will read 
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“Ha-Shem” when they see the Hebrew 717". We have replaced ‘Ha-Shem’ 
with transliterated consonants of ‘the Name’ itself: “YHWH.” As for 
pronunciation, the only grammatically possible pronunciation, from 
which all other abbreviations / contractions can be formed, is ‘Yah-weh’ 
with emphasis on the second syllable. For more information see 


www.HebrewGospels.com/yhwh. 


Yisrael Hebrew name for ‘Israel.’ 


Yochanan Hebrew name for John.’ 
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Manuscript Photos 


Color photos of the translated folios from ms. Oo.1.16 and ms. 
Oo.1.32, reproduced with kind permission from the Cambridge 
University Library. 
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Post-Script 198 


Yehudah v. 24-25: “But he who is able to keep you without 
doubting and to set you before Ha-Adon without any sin, to 


him be honor and glory and kingship, from everlasting and 
unto everlasting, amein!" 


